
Submitted by: Assembly Member Rivera 
Reviewed by: Assembly Counsel’s Office 
For reading: August 10, 2021  

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 
AO No. 2021-76 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL ASSEMBLY AMENDING 1 
ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTER 4.60 TO ENACT A NEW SECTION TO 2 
ESTABLISH A HOUSELESS LIVED EXPERIENCE ADVISORY BOARD TO 3 
PROVIDE THE ASSEMBLY AND MAYOR WITH THE PERSPECTIVE OF 4 
RESIDENTS WITH LIVED EXPERIENCE AND TO PROMOTE THE PARTICIPATION 5 
OF OUR CURRENT AND FORMER HOUSELESS NEIGHBORS. 6 

7 
WHEREAS, the Municipality of Anchorage appreciates the cooperative participation of 8 
our houseless neighbors as we continue to confront COVID-19’s challenges to our 9 
public health and safety; and 10 

11 
WHEREAS, the Municipality values the wisdom shared by our residents whose lives 12 
have been shaped in part by the trauma that resulted in their becoming houseless; and 13 

14 
WHEREAS, their voices deepen the Municipality’s understanding of the need for our 15 
community services to be flexible so that they can be tailored to help each individual 16 
overcome the challenges impeding their personal journey into permanent housing; and 17 

18 
WHEREAS, the Anchorage Assembly desires to incorporate the perspective of 19 
individuals with lived experience into decisions that will have an impact on our 20 
houseless neighbors; now, therefore 21 

22 
THE ANCHORAGE ASSEMBLY ORDAINS: 23 

24 
Section 1. Anchorage Municipal Code chapter 4.60 is hereby amended by adding a 25 
new section to read as follows:  26 

27 
4.60.250 Houseless Lived Experience Advisory Board. 28 

29 
A. There is established a Houseless Lived Experience Advisory Board to 30 

provide input and feedback to the assembly and mayor on housing and 31 
homelessness solutions with the goal of centering the perspective of 32 
those with lived experience. The Clerk’s Office or a designee selected by 33 
the assembly chair shall act as staff for the board.  34 

35 
B. The board shall consist of up to 9 members serving three-year terms who 36 

self-identity as having lived experience of homelessness. The following 37 
experiences are suggested, but not required, to ensure a variety of 38 
perspectives on the board:  39 

40 
1. Families.41 

42 
2. Youth.43 

44 
3. Single adult.45 

Municipal Clerk's Office 
Approved

Date:  August 24, 2021
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From:  Assembly Member Rivera 1 
 2 
Subject: AN ORDINANCE OF THE ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL ASSEMBLY 3 

AMENDING ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTER 4.60 TO 4 
ENACT A NEW SECTION TO ESTABLISH A HOUSELESS LIVED 5 
EXPERIENCE ADVISORY BOARD TO PROVIDE THE ASSEMBLY 6 
AND MAYOR WITH THE PERSPECTIVE OF RESIDENTS WITH 7 
LIVED EXPERIENCE AND TO PROMOTE THE PARTICIPATION 8 
OF OUR CURRENT AND FORMER HOUSELESS NEIGHBORS. 9 

 10 
For years, members of the public and my colleagues have known me to regularly 11 
ask the following questions whenever we discuss projects or policy ideas which 12 
impact those experiencing homelessness: Have you talked to anyone with lived 13 
experience? How are you going to integrate the real-world experience of our current 14 
and former houseless neighbors?  15 
 16 
It is time to move beyond simply asking these questions and systematizing inclusion 17 
into our practices. To that effect, I bring this ordinance for consideration to the body. 18 
This ordinance seeks to create a Houseless Lived Experience Advisory Board 19 
consisting of nine members with current or former lived experience.  20 
 21 
The board has a variety of duties, including: advising the Assembly and Mayor, 22 
assisting the Assembly and Mayor with creating opportunities for community 23 
dialogue between the housed and houseless, making policy recommendations to 24 
the Assembly and Mayor, reviewing the current community plan to end 25 
homelessness, and reviewing various budget allocations made by the Assembly 26 
with regard to homelessness and support services.   27 
 28 
On top of putting this board into Code, I have worked with various community 29 
partners to ensure that this new board has the support it needs to recruit members 30 
and meet the goals outlined in the ordinance. Staffing support may be accomplished 31 
through the Clerk’s Office, and the Assembly Chair may designate staffing by 32 
external partners. The new board is distinct from the HHAND Commission but will 33 
have a working relationship with it.  34 
 35 
One of the current advocacy organizations in our community, the Houseless 36 
Resource Advisory Council, has a very germane saying they use in their work: 37 
“Nothing about us without us.” This ordinance implements this at our policy-making 38 
level.  39 
 40 
I recommend approval of this ordinance.  41 
 42 
Respectfully submitted:  Assembly Member Felix Rivera 43 

District 4 (Midtown) 44 
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AO 2021-76 

From: ASSEMBLY MEMBER RIVERA 1 
 2 
Subject: AO 2021-76: AN ORDINANCE OF THE ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL 3 

ASSEMBLY AMENDING ANCHORAGE MUNCIPAL CODE 4 
CHAPTER 4.60 TO ENACT A NEW SECTION TO ESTABLISH A 5 
HOUSELESS LIVED EXPERIENCE ADVISORY BOARD TO 6 
PROVIDE THE ASSEMBLY AND MAYOR WITH THE 7 
PERSPECTIVE OF RESIDENTS WITH LIVED EXPERIENCE AND 8 
TO PROMOTE THE PARTICIPATION OF OUR CURRENT AND 9 
FORMER HOUSELESS NEIGHBORS. 10 

 11 
For the Assembly’s consideration; please see the attached endorsements from 12 
Alaska Black Caucus, Houseless Resources Advocacy Council, and Homeless 13 
Action Response Team.  14 
 15 
  16 
 17 
Prepared by:  Assembly Counsel 18 
 19 
Respectfully submitted:  Felix Rivera, Assembly Member 20 

 District 4 (Midtown) 21 
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