Anchorage
bus users
could see

fewer routes,
shorter waits

One of two proposals from the
Portland-based consultant would
virtually eliminate service south
of Tudor Road.

Kolly
R0 Dondenavs
Anchorage transit authorites unvalled pro-
posals Thursday to dramatically restructure
the publlc bus system in favor of fewer routes
but shorter waiting times, tailored to better
serve the sctions o the ity whre the most
people live and wo
Toposals come after months of analy-
sis and public mcclings aimed o relmagining
public transit in Anchorage. Earlier this year,
Peaple Mover, the city bus agency, commis-
sloneda Portand based consulant (0 wrilea
luntassessmentof s
eport concluded that Anchorage's cx-
Istng pubic bus system s paralyzed by long
walts, light weekend service, circuilous routes
and sprawling coverage that too often sces
buses with just ane or two passengers.
roposals, released Thursday on the
transit agency’s website os interactive maps,
seckHoalier that balance and invigorate a net-
work that’s slumped for years.
he more dramatic of the two proposals
would almost enirly liminate bus sorvice
outh of Tudor Road. 1t adds much more fre:
quent service bebween (e universites, heaith
centers, Midtown, East Anchorage and down-
town.

own.

‘A second, sealed-back proposal would retain
some service to South Anchorage but til con-
centrate far more on bustling corridors in and
around downtown, Midtown and East Anchor-

age.
Both scenarios would cut Route 102 to
Chugiak-Eagle River, though that won't affect
le River Connect,a city-run van transit ser-
vice between Eagle River and Muldoon, said
city transit planner Bart Rudolph.
Vet buses would come for more frequently
snder the proposals o the roules tha rman.
Foslerwold e 15-minute waits,un-
heardal miodays
THeht now, oy Boute 5 n Mountan View

See Page B3, PEOPLE MOVER



PEOPLE MOVER: Proposed changes mean riders would have to walk farther

Continned from B
offers as lttle as a 20-minute wait in the mid-
dle of the day. All the other routes currently
have at least a 30-minute wait. Most buses only

me once an hou.
ses mean that an

More ridership, or more coverage? Without
‘spending money for more bus drive
tem has 96 now) and buses on lhc rv;\ (
Tonly 33 Vehiclos, o peak hours), I ot pos-
sible to bave reqent service that covers the
.

chormee er ol have s vl ather 1o
fettoabussia

 there, the wait will be short, Ru-
dolph sa. He said the goal I Lo go 05 many
people on a bus as possible while bus routes

are operating, s business decision also aimed gon

by the
land bascd consultant, Jarretl Walker and As-  qualityof

ge has “moderate” ridership com-

pared (o other midsied clies — higher than
Boise, Idaho, but ugene, Ore-
derslup has duindled since peak

‘The changes reflect a trade-off that an-
chored the discussions in public mectings

i ublic mesungs ard sursey responses,
residents were clear about wanting short wails

'S

and service in busy places, as opposedtoshort o

walks and less pollution, according o the re-
‘More than 750 people
online survey, which was available in five differ-
entlanguages.

Overwhelmingly, those surveyed agreed the

ncepls.
Now, he sald, the question i, “Did we get it

responded to an i

St Walker and Assoclates wos piid
about $100,000 to evaluate the tr )
gather data and create the maps Huswrating

A series of public mectings has been sct on
the proposed redesigns. The first wil be held
in the Muldoon Public Library on Nov. 15, fol-
lowed houses and discussions in Eagle
River, South Anchorage, Mountain View and

ouiown,
We heard what you want; here’s what it
Tooks es Iludulph said of the two redesign

‘Rudolph said the transit agency is on track
tomake a final decision by the end of January.

ind interactive maps and more informa-
tion online at the “Anchorage Talks Tran-
sit” page on the city website.

Contact Devin Kelly ot dhefyGalaskadispatch.com.
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