OUR VIEW

Budget
and buses

Assembly keeps People Mover
mostly as is, and that’s good

ayor Dan Sullivan said Wednesday he hasn't
ruled out vetoing parts of the 2011 city operating
1 budget passed in an 11-0 Assembly vote Tuesday

pe the mayor, who got mastallalwhat he want-
edin nnd out of the budget, cuts sp:
culas, we Hope o sees the v wlsdnm of main-
mnmg most of the People Mover bus service, with no

runs on most routes, One route, the 45G, will go.
Public transportation, a key part of commerce and

ies, has often beena con-

transitsystems ButAn-
chorage gains in ot

ways, not least by the abil- ST g
ity Of poOrer residents to 0B HALLNDN Gay s acive 010
get towork, school, shop-

andhecity'scconomy
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A ths s a hold the-ind investment The Assem-
bly didn'tadd any service, nor did it restore routes cut
carlie s year The Assembly
imply kept fares at current
Wlmé‘[”l,? evels, prevented more euts and,
Assembly has  nconperatinvith the mayor
P hy ! aintalned special services or
one here semnranddnsahledrtsldems
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couldcateh buses running rom a halfhour to 2 our
earlierorlate
Insome cases. riders could take the d\snges in
stride. But in others, as Assembl Flynn
Dot ou. hote handes an ke the diferen -
teen being able to get fo work on time or not, or making

meel. That's why he sponsoredthe amendments tkscp

employees who depend I heinessondin gain.
‘The People Mover amendments approved Tuesday

they’re modest in cost and that cost is covered by the -
new tobacco tax. That fits the bill of “pay as you go,"
‘without raising property taxes to do so.

Anchorage has long been built and maintained for

bonds, road bonds are still a safe bet fo passage. Public
on has often b i

But the People Mover makes sense, especially given-
F dership in recent years, AS Anchorag

the need for
i ithiit.
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What the Assembly has done here is maintain most
of what we have for bus riders — and done it within the

the legal cap. No need to quarrel.

BOTTOM I.INF_  Vajor should allow People Mover
amendments to stand.




