
Beyond Functional 
Classification
A MOVEMENT & PLACE FRAMEWORK, WHERE DESIGNERS DON’T 
HAVE TO SAVE THE WORLD BY THEMSELVES.
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Source: FDOT Context Classification Guide

•What types of roads are we building? What is our Goal?

•How does our use (reliance?) on functional classification meet that goal?

•What have other places done to better meet that goal?
• US DOT Global Benchmarking Program
• Movement Place Framework

•How this (might) tie into the DCM.

Outline



COMMUNITY BUILDING: THE CITY’S MISSION The mission of 
the Municipality of Anchorage is building and sustaining a 
community for current and future generations of Alaskans. 
“Context Sensitive Solutions is a collaborative, 
interdisciplinary approach to project development, 
involving all stakeholders at the earliest phase, to 
ensure that transportation projects are in harmony 
with communities and preserve environmental, 
scenic, aesthetic, and historic resources while 
maintaining safety and mobility. It involves taking into 
consideration the land use and environment adjacent 
to the roadway when planning and designing a project 
so as to make the improvement blend in with the 
surrounding community.”

CSS…
•Solves the right problem

•Conserves environmental and community resources

•Saves time (project delivery)

•Saves $$$ (project delivery)

•Builds support (public & regulators)

•Helps prioritizes scarce roadway funds

•Leads to better decisions

• Is the right thing to do: It serves the public interest, 
helps build communities, and leaves a better place 
behind.



Dowling, between Lake Otis & Elmore

4th Ave, between A & C



7th Ave at C St

Jodhpur Street, West Anchorage



F St, Downtown

Lauden Cir, West Anchorage



What is Functional Class?
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DCM and Context



DCM and Context



LOCAL STREETS 

The primary function of local streets is 
to provide access to abutting 
properties. Local streets also provide 
space for on-street parking and for 
utility placement. 



Enter: Movement & Place Framework.
Takeaway #1: Policy & Law – Pedestrian Safety 
is Foundational for Wellbeing and Livability

 Takeaway #2: Planning & Process – Movement 
and Place are an Interconnected System

Takeaway #3: Design & Implementation –
Pedestrian Safety Challenges Benefit from 
Proactive and Interdisciplinary Solutions

































Stateside: Expanded FCS Framework
•NCHRP 855: An Expanded Functional 
Classification System for Highways and 
Streets

•“Replace the existings functional 
classification schem….to take into 
account contex, road functions, and 
user needs.”



M&P (Context) In Action - Stateside
•FDOT wide shift

•“Putting the right street in the right place”
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What is Functional Class?
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Thank You – Discussion/Questions


