
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The MOA Project Management and Engineering Department is proposing to use a section of Connors 
Bog Park to construct an access road to serve the proposed new West Anchorage snow disposal site.  
The subject area is 8,917 sq. ft. within a formally dedicated part of the park.  Under AMC Title 25 use of 
dedicated park land for another municipal public purpose requires review by the Parks & Recreation 
Commission and Planning and Zoning Commission as well as approval by the Anchorage Assembly. 
 
Additional information from PM&E about the access request is attached. 
 
Information about the proposed snow disposal site was presented to the Parks & Recreation Commission 
at its meeting Sept. 10, 2020.  The main part of the snow disposal facility is proposed for approximately 
14-20 acres of an adjoining tract of undeveloped natural resource use park land that is not formally 
dedicated.  The area does, however, support several unpaved and/or social trails that would be lost as a 
result of the facility development.  Previously it was noted that the affected park land is Class A wetlands, 
and that use of this area would entail mitigation in order to obtain a required federal wetlands permit.  
Since then PM&E has determined that a wetland permit is not required from the Corps of Engineers 
under new regulations.  Information previously presented is attached for reference.   
 
Parks & Recreation understands that the proposed access route is the most direct route according to the 
design engineers to facilitate access while minimizing traffic impacts and impacts to the land.  The 
proposed route uses the existing route extended to the new snow disposal site, avoids existing electric 
transmission poles and direct impact to adjoining Javier de la Vega Park, and minimizes impacts to 
wetlands and irregular topography.  However, the proposed access cuts through the trail connection 
between Connors Lake Park and Javier de la Vega Park, shown on the Areawide Trails Plan.  The 
proposed facility and access create a substantial barrier between the two parks, leaving a connection 
along the easterly boundary the most feasible for future use.  
 
To mitigate this impact as well as to offset to some extent the use of park land for the disposal site itself, 
PM&E proposes certain design features for the facility, as well as some amenities to enhance Connors 
Bog Park. 
 
Specifically, the snow disposal facility would include berms and landscaping to reduce visual impact, and 
an improved perimeter trail connecting to Javier de la Vega Park.  
 
In addition, proposed amenities include: 

• Fencing for safety and access control along the disposal site and access road and possibly along 
 Jewel Lake Road 
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• Wayfinding and interpretive signage/kiosks 

• Benches 
 
The Parks & Recreation Dept. had encouraged additional enhancements to Connors Bog Park, 
specifically paving and lighting for safety and convenience at the park entrance, to mitigate the significant 
loss of park open space.  PM&E has determined that lighting in particular presents significant challenges 
and appears to be infeasible at this time.  The Parks Dept. continues to encourage investigation of 
possible solutions to this challenge for the benefit of park visitors. 
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
  
The Parks and Recreation Department recommends that the Parks & Recreation Commission adopt the 
attached Resolution recommending that the Assembly approve the use of approximately 8,917 sq. ft. of 
dedicated park land for access to the proposed snow disposal facility.       
                   
 
Attachments 
 
Memorandum from Parks & Rec. Dept. to PRC 9/10/20 
    with attachments excluding Draft Site Sel. Study (8/20) 
Minutes (excerpt) from PRC Meeting of 9/10/20 
Memorandum from PM&E to Parks & Rec. 4/20/21 
Memorandum from PM&E to Parks & Rec. 4/23/21 
    Exhibit A—Location Map 
    Exhibit B—Diagrams of Affected Dedicated Park Area 
Map Details of Existing and Proposed Trails in Vicinity 
 
LINKS 
West Anchorage Snow Disposal Project Website--Final Site Selection Study (link) 
 
West Anchorage Snow Disposal--Final Site Selection Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cc: Melinda Tsu, Project Management & Engineering 

https://www.westanchoragesnow.com/#FinalSite
https://secureservercdn.net/198.71.233.86/r48.745.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/West-Anch-Snow-Disposal-Final-Site-Selection-Study_02-15-2021.pdf
https://secureservercdn.net/198.71.233.86/r48.745.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/West-Anch-Snow-Disposal-Final-Site-Selection-Study_02-15-2021.pdf


 

 

Municipality of Anchorage, Alaska 
Parks & Recreation Commission 

632 W. 6 th Avenue, Suite 630 
P.O. Box 196650 

Anchorage, AK 99519 

 

Resolution No. 2021-04 
Proposed Use of Dedicated Park Lands at Connors Bog Park for Access to the West Anchorage 

Snow Disposal Site 
 

WHEREAS, the Anchorage Parks and Recreation Commission serves in an advisory capacity to both the 
Mayor and the Assembly;  
  
WHEREAS, the Anchorage Parks and Recreation Commission has the responsibility and duty to provide for 
the long term vision of our park system by ensuring that a balance of parks, natural resources, and 
recreation facilities provides for the health, welfare, and safety of all residents of the Anchorage Bowl;  
 
WHEREAS, the Anchorage Project Management and Engineering (PM&E) Department is proposing to develop a 
snow disposal site south of Javier De La Vega Park in the easterly part of Connor’s Bog Park (Exhibit A);  
 
WHEREAS, the proposed snow disposal site requires an access road that traverses a portion of Connor’s Bog 
Park;  

 
WHEREAS, the proposed access road would require an Intragovernmental Use Permit (Exhibit B) to use 
approximately 8,917 square feet of Connor’s Bog Park, a municipal park including approximately 104 acres 
formally dedicated;  
 
WHEREAS, the affected area of Connor’s Bog Park is primarily a natural resource area with unpaved and/or 
social trails used by dog walkers in winter months and connecting to Javier De La Vega Park;  
 
WHEREAS, PM&E agrees to work with the Parks and Recreation Department to offset impacts to trails and visual 
impacts of the proposed snow disposal site with design features including reconstructing trails, including an 
improved perimeter trail along the easterly part of the park parallel to Minnesota Drive, landscaping, and other 
improvements; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Sand Lake Community Council at its meeting of March 8, 2021, considered the proposed snow 
disposal site and indicated general support; now, therefore, 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Anchorage Parks and Recreation Commission recommends approval of the 
Intragovernmental Use Permit or other form as appropriate to allow use of a portion of Connor’s Bog Park for an 
access road to the proposed West Anchorage Snow Disposal Site, subject to the process outlined in Anchorage 
Municipal Code, and incorporation of design features in facility plans to offset trail and visual impacts to the 
reasonable satisfaction of the Parks and Recreation Department.  Such design features shall include but not be 
limited to berms and landscaping, perimeter trail along Minnesota Drive, and fencing, signage, and other 
amenities.  
 

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Anchorage Parks and Recreation Commission this 13th day of May, 
2021. 
         
  ______________________________________ 
  Kelly Chang, Chair 
  Parks and Recreation Commission  
ATTEST:  
 
_____________________________________ 
Josh Durand, Director 
Parks and Recreation Department 
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**Please note that the configuration and size of the snow disposal
 site is subject to change based on the Design Study Report.
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Detail from Anchorage Bowl Park, Natural Resource, and Recreation Facility Plan 
Map 6  Natural Resource Use Areas (2006) 
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Detail from Areawide Trails Plan—Anchorage Bowl (1997) 
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