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August saw the end of Summer programs including YEP, our park and play, and SOLAR program at 
Begich and Boman Schools.  District and facility operations are working through reduced hours while 
consolidation of programs in order to maximize capacity with offerings of programs and users. Our efforts 
are being placed on preparing for Fall program offerings.  Information is on the web site and will be 
distributed via facilities and electronically.   
 
Northwest Park District;  

• The month of August kicked off with the Breaking Ground skate competition on August 1st.  Over 
1,000 skaters of all ages and ability levels filled the Spenard Skate Park looking for a chance to 
show off their skills. Skaters enjoyed sunshine and burgers as they contributed to the cause of 
building a year-round indoor skate park.  

• After two full months of games, 18 Teams battled it out on the Delany Parkstrip for the title of 
Anchorage Kickball League Champion.  

•  Programs at the Spenard Rec Center have also continued to do well. Participation in Kindergym 
and Toddle Time has been steady during the summer months, and we have decided to add an 
additional session of each for the fall. 

 
Southwest Park District: 
Kincaid had 135 rental and more that 35,000 visitors with our car counts. We had about 70 volunteers 
from Target and with the help of Joe Gallagher, Susan Little and myself we improved a trail at Carrs 
Gottstein Park. This was a project brought to us by the public. We started the cross country running 
season with a few running events at Kincaid. 
 
Northeast Park District: 
Chugach Foothills Park Fix It occurred on August 11th.  This park scored an “F” under the park report card 
system is was in dire need of repair.  The playground had been repeatedly burned and vandalized over 
the summer and there was thick underbrush throughout the park creating fire danger and unsafe 
conditions.  Over 50 volunteers from Home Depot and the surrounding neighborhood worked, along with 
Community Work Service in clearing and chipping massive amount of deadfall and underbrush.  
Volunteers also installed new benches near the playground as well as putting new sand in the volleyball 
court.  This event was followed up with a community picnic which drew over 75 people. 
 
Kanchee Park Fix It occurred on August 27th.  This was another park that received an “F” under the park 
report cards.  This was an inspiring project as the surrounding neighborhood children helped transform 
their dark, foreboding park into a wonderful, safe, clean play area.  Over 50 youth helped spread sand, 
stacked deadfall, picked up trash, and cut weeds.  They were able to interact with park staff, community 
leaders, and the fire department. The youth had their first real exposure to the Parks and Recreation 
Department which left a lasting impression on them because of the positive experience. 
 
 
 
 
 


