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Friends of Russian Jack Springs Park 
 
Who we are: 
Friends of Russian Jack Springs Park is a  broad based grass roots non-profit 
organization committed to the preservation of Russian Jack Springs Park in its 
current natural and wilderness environment.   
 
Our organization sprang from a feeling that decisions detrimentally affecting the 
long term viability and maintainability of the natural, wilderness quality of RSJP 
were being made with little or no meaningful public input and involvement.  A 
goal of our group is to ensure that the MOA Parks and Recreation department  
and the Commission adheres to an open public process where the citizen of the 
community are actively engaged in the scope and design criteria for our public 
lands.  
 
We are individuals who always vote for park bonds and support the Anchorage 
Parks and Recreation System. Many of us felt betrayed by the misleading nature 
of the bond proposition 3. 
 
What we support and believe in: 
We are a group that supports through action the nine values espoused by the 
First Tee program.   We support First Tee’s desire to assist, educate, and grow 
the integrity and well-being of the youth of our community.  However, we believe 
that these goals should be achieved within the existing golf course open spaces 
and boundaries of Russian Jack Springs Park, and without altering the current 
nature of both the open areas and the forested natural and wilderness elements 
of the park or through the use of a facility more suited to First Tee’s needs. 
We also feel that any permanent modifications made to the Park, to support the 
first Tee effort should be well grounded in a solid business model. We also 
believe that this business model should be examined as an integral part of the 
overall public process utilized in evaluating the proposed modifications. We 
believe that a solid business model is necessary in order to insure to insure that 
future maintenance costs associated with the proposed modifications do not 
draw already scarce maintenance funds away from more deserving projects in 
the future. 
 
We are a group that has demonstrated our commitment to thye values espoused 
by First Tee through thousands of hours of community service working with 
youth. Our members are Scout leaders, former Olympians and Olympic coaches, 
Junior Nordic League Ski coaches, , Community Council representatives, 
Assembly Members and many others who have supported and developed our 
communities’ youth through programs as diverse as the Arctic Bicycle Club, 
Rotary Youth Exchange, Gold 2000, Big Brother and Sisters, Boy Scouts of 
America, and a host of other community service organizations.   
 



We have believe the wilderness-like natural forested areas of Russian Jack 
Springs Park are critical to maintaining a quality of life for residents all of 
Anchorage, but most specifically for those of the mid-town-east Anchorage area.  
We believe that Russian Jack Springs Park in its current form is a fundamental 
component of the quality of life that promotes and instills the values we share 
with our associates in the First Tee program.    
 
We believe that several projects currently on the books for the mid town east 
Anchorage area will substantially alter the nature of the natural and forested 
areas of RSJP, the APU Campus and the Chester Valley Greenbelt.  These 
include the proposed APU hotel, the proposed UAA/APU sports complex, and 
the proposed Northern Lights to Tudor extension of Bragaw Street, and the new 
shopping centers in Northeast Anchorage. 
  
As a result of our beliefs and values and our dedication to quality of life in the 
midtown east Anchorage area, we specifically oppose all clearing, of the forested 
parts of Russian Jack Springs Park.  We oppose such clearing on the grounds 
that Russian Jack Springs Park is one of the last vestiges of a natural forested 
space in the Midtown area. While we recognize the current multi-use nature of 
the park, we would like to see its wilderness qualities preserved in perpetuity.  
We would like to see this preservation achieved through both statute and 
regulation.   
 
Our vision for Russian Jack Springs Park is preservation area as we know it 
today, and preservation of its function as a non-motorized transportation corridor 
connecting communities. We believe our vision of the Park, maintaining the park 
as it is, is a strong statement to preserving quality of life and natural open space 
for future generations.  East Anchorage and mid-town have some of the highest 
density of housing in the bowl, and as such open space is an important resource.  
 
 
Who we are not: 
As a group, we are not opposed to responsible development of Anchorage’s park 
system.  We do not oppose all development; in fact we support development that 
is ecologically sound, well vetted thought the public process, in accordance with 
existing plans and goals to make Anchorage a more livable city both in summer 
and winter. We are also not a group that desires to pit one user of the park 
system against another. For the reasons stated above, we believe that whenever 
one user group proposes significant modifications to the spaces currently used 
for other purposes, we as a community should require a substantial and open 
public process consisting of both public involvement and open and frank dialog.  
 
 


