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The following is an excerpt taken from the June 15th 2007, meeting of the group formerly know as DAWG 
(Dog Awareness Work Group).  This group redefined their mission and was replaced by the current group 
PPIPS (People and Pets in Public Spaces). 
 
On June 15th, one item of discussion for DAWG was the proposal to transform the underutilized ball field 
at Valley of the Moon Park into a fenced dog park.  The discussion was as follows: 
 

New Off-Leash Dog Areas – The method for approving new off-leash areas includes a 
recommendation from the ACAB with concurrence of the PRC and the Mayor, subject to approval 
of the Assembly.  The fenced-in area in Valley of the Moon Park will be added to the next meeting 
of the ACAB for potential recommendation.  Mari Steinbach noted there may be some additional 
rules that should be added to a fenced-in dog park.  [Additional rules are also recommended by 
the ACAB with concurrency of the PRC and approval by Director of Parks and Recreation and the 
Chief Animal Control Officer.  Additional approved rules must be posted].  Mari added some gate 
improvements would be needed at the Valley of the Moon site and Kayla said Anchorage 
Unleashed would be able to fund the improvements as they appear to be minimal.  South 
Addition is the Community Council in the area and should be made aware of the potential new 
site.  Other ideas for new off-leash dog areas should be discussed by DAWG.  Some others 
might include a trail in Mountain View, expansion of Russian Jack, and a section of Taku Lake. 

 
Staff Recommendation 
The following public outreach is recommended to transform the ball field at Valley of the Moon Park to a 
fenced dog park: 
 

1. Public presentation by ACAB to the South Addition Community Council and the North Star 
Community Council 

2. Parks & Recreation Commission Public Hearing and Action and potentially Assembly Approval 
3. Modification of fencing area to meet national dog park standards – i.e., double gating, etc. 
4. Installation of signage and off leash information 
5. Providing water source for drinking 
6. Signed MOU with ACAB or Anchorage Unleashed to provide maintenance support for the new 

facility 
 
The funding for these improvements should be provided by ACAB.  The Department of is willing to match 
their funding up to $5000. 

 
A Brief Update of Existing Dog Parks  
 
South Anchorage Sports Park 
The existing off-leash area is south of the American Legion field and is largely an undeveloped area.  The 
2007 Park Bond included $650,000 for the park and includes the development of the dog park.  Once 
built, this site could be a successful off-leash site with few impacts to surrounding uses and other park 



users.  There is ample parking and the site has no previous, conflicting uses.  Fencing this off-leash site 
will also provide dog show permit holders an area to schedule shows without using little league baseball 
fields.   
 
Connors Lake Park 
Connors Lake Park has seen a tremendous use increase with the off-leash designation.  Off-leash use 
has natural resource impacts to wetland areas and impacts to waterfowl, such as the only known pair of 
nesting loons in the Anchorage Bowl.  This site can be improved if an area was designated in the park 
that does not conflict with bird watching tours (a low impact source of revenue for local birding companies 
and local hotels), skijoring activities and Airport Land.  Providing signs and fencing to clearly mark the 
boundaries will also improve the area’s off-leash use.  Another alternative is to find a different, more 
suitable location in the same geographic area to replace Connors Lake Park as an off-leash site.  There 
are no funds programmed to this park. 
 
University Lake Park 
University Lake Park is considered to be a jewel by users of the park.  University Lake was once a 
neighborhood park serving the local area but has now grown up to be a regional park loved by the entire 
community.  Over 1000 people visited the park in a one week period in July of 2004. It is a place most 
people said they would take their families and friends to if they were visiting Anchorage from out of town. 
This site has many issues as a dog park.  Several recommendations can help alleviate the impacts and 
concerns from both non-off leash users and off-leash users.   
 
This park was a recipient of an Anchorage Park Foundation (APF) Challenge Grant submitted by Tudor 
Centre Trust for a total of $80,000.  A Citizen Adviosory Group, with leadership from the University 
Community Council is currently working on a park vision to balance the many incompatible uses of this 
park and the negative effects of the surrounding property owners.   

 
Russian Jack Springs Park 
This off-leash area is located in the northeast corner of the park, formerly a campground.  There are good 
natural boundaries but access is difficult for park users.  In 2006, the Anchorage Park Foundation Clean 
& Green program funded boulders at the dog park driveway to facilitate opening the gates without 
causing a ‘free for all’ vehicular access to the park.  The total cost for this work was $11,457.  A 
substantial volunteer effort also took place (35 people with Day of Caring and additional 30 general 
volunteers participated over a 5 day period) to brush the dog park area for safe views and wood chips 
were spread to reinforce walkway areas.  P&R has worked on an agreement with Anchorage Unleashed 
to open and close the gate on a regular schedule but they have declined responsibility. 

 
North Gasline Trail 
Signs mark this lineal trail as an off-leash area.    Trail improvements for this area are being considered 
as part of the Far North Bicentennial Park Trails Improvement Plan. 
 
Draft Dog Park Strategic Action Plan 
 
The attached document was last submitted to the PRC in August, 2007. 
 
September 30, 2005 Draft Dog Park Strategic Action Plan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


