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The Anchorage Assembly adopted AO 2008-15 (S-2) on August 19, 2008 which modified current Title 21 
Land Use Regulations regarding public site plan review procedures. In adopting these changes the 
Assembly accepted recommendations made by the Anchorage Park Commission in resolution PRC 
2008-52. This includes a review of park plans by the commission as well as an exemption of 
Neighborhood Use Parks and Natural Resource Use Parks (under 50 acres in size) from full T-21 Urban 
Design Commission review.  
 
The Park and Recreation Department supported these actions which consolidated T-21 Site Plan Review 
from P&Z to UDC control. At the time the Department also recommended to the Commission and the 
Assembly that two additional items be addressed. The additional recommendations included: 
 

1. Exempt Natural Resource Use parks of all size (not just 50 acres) from Major Site Plan Review 
and allow Administrative Review with Park Commission advice if facilities conform to the 
Anchorage Bowl Plan approved April 2006, page 6, Figure 3, Function (Recreation Use) 
definitions1;  

2. Place a minimum dollar amount on all park projects requiring Major Site Plan review to conform to 
the existing Landscape Plan Review criteria of $500,000 or some appropriate amount to allow 
minor modifications (requires definition such as less than 10% or less than 5% of total park area 
or value) to go forward without full public hearing. Projects below this threshold should be 
permitted with Administrative Review and Park Commission advise; 

 
Neither of these two recommendations was included in the Park Commission Resolution and was not 
included in the Assembly Action. As a result there were some unintended consequences to several 
projects that had been approved by the Park Commission, but had not been fully vetted through the T-21 
process as they were minor modifications to existing parks. This includes work on the Single Track trail 
system in FNBP and improvements to the Scotty Gomez Ice Rink at Tikishla Park. Both of these projects 
had received community council support as well as Park Commission recommendations and were under 
construction at the time of the Assembly action and they were allowed to be completed.  
 
Two other projects that had been planned and were fully or partially funded were also impacted. This 
included the Lyn Ary Park ball field realignment and the Baxter Bog outdoor education overlook and 
signs. Since Lyn Ary Park is designated as a Community Use Park this project was delayed from the fall 
construction season and will be required to go through a full T-21 Site Plan Review process although the 
work is minor in scope and will cost less than $200,000 to complete. The Baxter Bog Park is a Natural 
Resource Use Park but is over the 50 acre size exemption (Baxter is 60 acres) and will require full Site 
Plan Review which will add several thousand dollars to the process and delay the project for up to one 
year.   

                                                      
1 Anchorage Bowl Park, Natural Resource, and Recreation Facility Plan, page 6, figure 3: Anchorage Bowl Park 
Classification include recreation use definition for Natural Resource Use Areas to include Access, trails, nature 
appreciation, interpretation, and education; minimal resource impact; trail development and greenbelts as linkage for 
systems; potential visitor attractions that focus on nature and interpretation.  



 
Recommendations 
 
The Parks Department has discussed this issue with the Planning Department and both departments 
agree that these types of community driven projects should have some form of exemptions based on a 
dollar amount of the total project cost as long as neighborhood support has been achieved and the Park 
Commission has recommended the improvements. The Department recommends that the Anchorage 
Park and Recreation Commission recommend to the Anchorage Assembly the inclusion of an 
amendment to T-21 that allows for a minor modification for all parks from Site Plan Review for 
construction value up to $250,000. This exemption would require local Community Council review, 
Administrative Review, and Park Commission review prior to going forward. 
 
 
 












