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Background 
 
The Parks and Recreation Department recognizes that much of our popular greenbelt trail is shared with 
AWWU facilities, typically along creek corridors.  The Department works collaboratively with AWWU on a 
regular basis when repairs/upgrades are needed along these trail corridors. 
 
For this project, AWWU requires access to Taku Lake Park, as well as other portions of the Campbell 
Creek greenbelt, to repair sanitary sewer line facilities within park lands generally along Campbell Creek 
and the Campbell Creek Trail.  Most of the affected sewer line is within a utility easement; however, 
access to the manholes currently uses improved trails and corridors partially outside the easement limits.  
The project includes requests for permanent or long-term permits for portions of the sewer line outside 
existing easements, and for permanent or long-term access routes and improvements.  Parks and 
Recreation generally supports the utility needs that this project represents, and appreciates that park and 
recreation facilities, notably trails, share utility easements and corridors including the Campbell Creek 
greenbelt. 
 
The utility upgrades in this project consist mainly of refurbishing certain manholes, relining the existing 
sewer main, and improving access for future utility maintenance.  Work around the manholes would 
require some excavation.  The relining would be done in place with little or no surface disturbance.  
Proposed access improvements include widening and repaving a section of trail within Taku Lake Park 
and installation of “Geoblock” porous pavement surface along some access corridors.  In general, 
proposed access improvements use established routes, as noted above, to minimize the amount of 
additional clearing that would be required. 
 
AWWU proposes widening the trail to 12 feet, from its current width of approximately 9 feet, as necessary 
to prevent cracking of the pavement edge due to trail use by large maintenance trucks.  Biennial access 
is needed to the manholes to keep them in good working order.  The project also includes removal of 
some trees; relocation/replacement of some landscaping, waste receptacles, bollards, and light fixtures; 
and surface improvements on the unpaved trail around Taku Lake.  AWWU proposes to use this unpaved 
trail as a detour during work on the main trail.  
 
Current Status 
Project plans are currently bidding to allow a contractor to perform the manhole insert work this fall and 
lock in prices for the 2009 construction season for the remainder of the project.  AWWU is proposing 
considerable public contact regarding construction this fall; however, to date public involvement in and 
awareness of the project plans have been limited.  AWWU has indicated that the public will be given the 
opportunity to consider and provide meaningful comment on the plans and proposed mitigation through 
their public process.   
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Staff Recommendations 
  
The Parks and Recreation Department recommends a number of additional enhancements that the 
Department believes would help to offset the anticipated impacts.  Parks and Recreation understands that 
some of the recommendations below have been or will be incorporated into final construction plans.  
Parks and Recreation has offered to apply $50,000 of a legislative grant funds to assist with the cost of 
some of the proposed enhancements.  It is the intent of the Parks and Recreation Department to grant 
the requested permanent or long-term use and access permits for the existing utilities with the 
understanding that the park enhancements will be incorporated into this utility upgrade project. 
 

1. Provide continuous upgraded unpaved path around lake; width and design to be approved by 
Parks and Recreation. 

 
2. Upgrade the path to the dock area to 6-ft.-wide asphalt surface. 
 
3. Install 6-ft.-wide pathway in concrete block pavers to match existing pathway at the rain garden 

entry to connect to the main trail (approx. 55 ft. in length). 
 
4. Add pull-out(s) at picnic area and restore deteriorated conditions, including vegetation, near 

north end of project; coordinate with rain garden and other exiting facilities; site improvement 
design and landscaping plan to be approved by Parks and Recreation.  

 
5. Revise landscaping, in particular at the “traffic island,” including use of rugosa roses to prevent 

sight obstruction and to properly relocate blue spruce; final landscaping plan to be approved by 
Parks and Recreation. 

 
6. Add a new standard waste receptacle at the new proposed pull-out. 
 
7. Ensure that resurfacing of the affected trail has proper base to prevent cracking at major joints. 
 
8. Confirm alignment of access road and bollard installation for access to MH2230-04 (near bridge 

trail intersection). 
 
9. Verify and use current bollard design standards (contact MOA Project Management and 

Engineering Department). 
 

Attached: 
 1) a memorandum from HDR Alaska, AWWU’s engineering consultant for the project, with additional 
information about the project and proposed public involvement 
 2) project plans. 
 
 



August 1, 2008 
 
C5A King Street to Rovenna Street Sewer Upgrade Project  
 
The Problem 
AWWU needs to improve the C5A sewer trunk of Anchorage’s sewer system to stop overflows 
that are occurring along the pipeline and surcharging in the manholes. The deficient sewer trunk 
currently requires additional maintenance in order for it to function properly.  
 
The Solution 
The C5A project will restore the problematic sewer trunk to at or near its designed level of service 
and reduce the additional maintenance currently required. The project will also improve access to 
the manholes and pipeline. Construction will occur from September to mid-November of this year, 
shut down over winter, resume in April 2009, and finish in June or July 2009.  
 
Keeping the Public Informed 
The public involvement activities for C5A project focus on keeping affected area residents, 
Campbell Creek Greenbelt trail users, and the community informed about the construction 
occurring in the area. The C5A sewer trunk crosses under two major streets – C Street and Arctic 
Boulevard. The pipe is located along the Campbell Creek Greenbelt and runs parallel to a bike 
path. The C5A project also borders residential areas. The following tools will be used to provide 
information to the public: 
 

Mailing List 
A base mailing list is being developed and includes the following: 
•         Area property owners 
•         Taku/Campbell Community Council members, Federation of Community Councils 
member 
•         Area assembly member (Section 4) 
•         Legislators (District 29O) 
•         MOA: Parks & Recreation Department, Non-Motorized Transportation Coordinator, 
Community & Economic Development, Community Development/Department of 
Neighborhoods, Fire, Planning, Police, Traffic 
•         Community organizations: churches, Anchorage Parks Foundation, Taku 
Elementary School Staff/Parent-Teacher Association 
•         Trail user groups: Trail Watch, Anchorage Trails and Greenways Coalition, 
Anchorage Running Club, Arctic Bicycle Club, Alaska Triathlon Club, Alaska 
Orienteering Club, Thursday Evening Epic Runs, Nordic Skiing Association of Alaska 
•         Chugach Electric Association 
•         Anchorage School District 
•         Anchorage Soil and Water Conservation District 
 
Web site 
A project Web site based on AWWU’s Capital Projects site will go live in mid-August 
(tentatively August 15). The project Web site will be updated monthly.  
 
Postcard/E-mail Alerts/Door Hangers 
Informational materials will inform stakeholders about the need and solution for the 
project, construction schedule, project contact information, and project Web site. 



Postcards will be mailed in mid-August (tentatively August 18). E-mail alerts will be sent 
in mid-August (tentatively August 15). Door hangers will be dropped at area residences 
and businesses in mid-August (tentatively the week of August 18).  
 
Taku/Campbell Community Council Project Briefing (Sept. 11, 2008) 
The project team contacted Mr. Ronald Jordan, Taku/Campbell Community Council 
president, in June to introduce the project. The project team will present a project 
briefing at the next Taku/Campbell Community Council meeting in September (the 
council is currently on summer break). Mr. Jordan had no further questions at that time 
and agreed to coordinate distributing the project information to the rest of the council.  
 

In addition to the informational tools, public contacts will be tracked (including name/organization, 
comments/questions, and who/how responded) in an Excel spreadsheet and shared with the 
project team as the project progresses. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Wendy Longtin 
Public Involvement Specialist 
HDR ONE COMPANY  Many Solutions    
  

2525 C Street, Suite 305 742 S. Alaska Street 
Anchorage, AK  99503-2632 Palmer, AK  99645 

907.644.2104 Direct phone 907.745.4129 Palmer main 
907.644.2000 Anchorage main 907.745.7139 Palmer fax 
907.644.2022 Anchorage fax www.hdrinc.com 


