
Park Settings
Identifying separate settings within public parks is one way of creating standards that can be used to compare all parks.  Settings refer to the basic building blocks of public 
parks, such as gathering areas, recreation areas or structures.  Settings are the major components the public might expect to find in the various public areas that they visit.  Not 
all parks are made up of the same settings.  These vary depending on the intended use and function of the park in question. A setting is made up of several different elements, 
and each setting should be clearly recognizable by the general public.   The following list of settings provides a broad classification with which to evaluate public parks.
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This includes all portions of the 
entrances and edges of parks.  The first 
major features encountered by park 
visitors are the public parking lots, 
signage and entryways welcoming 
visitors and setting the tone for the park 
experience. 

This includes major athletic fields such 
as soccer, baseball and softball fields 
(both natural and artificial turf ), as well 
as hard surface courts such as tennis, 
basketball, skate parks, and other play 
areas intended for physical and active 
use by individuals or large groups in 
formal activities or events.

This includes informal picnic grounds, 
open play areas, large lawns for mixed 
use, outdoor classrooms, community 
gardens and other areas for individual 
or groups to engage in unstructured 
play and community events.

This includes all children’s play areas, 
from tot lots to elementary school age 
playgrounds, swings and other play 
equipment.  Furthermore, playgrounds 
include surface areas, edging, and 
immediate supervision areas as well as 
parent seating and gathering areas.

his includes benches (either single or 
grouped), gathering areas and plazas for 
individuals, small groups and larger 
public gatherings. This can include walls, 
boulders and other elements that are 
grouped to encourage sitting, gathering 
and community social interaction and 
engagement.

This includes all pedestrian connections: 
paved bike trails, sidewalks, nature trails 
and soft surface pathways. It also 
includes bridges and tunnels that are 
part of a larger trail system.

This includes both formal landscapes 
and natural areas that form the larger 
open spaces of parks and greenbelts.  
Formal landscapes may include 
ornamental trees, shrubs, and flower-
beds that are not native to the area and 
have been planted as part of the overall 
park design. 

This includes major features such as 
restrooms, pavilions, chalets, and 
buildings located in parks to provide for 
public use and enjoyment.


