
Anchorage Park Foundation 
MEMORANDUM 
PRC #10-12 
 
DATE: March 1, 2010 
 
TO: Parks and Recreation Commission 
 
FROM: Beth Nordlund, Executive Director   
 
SUBJECT: Anchorage Park Foundation Report 
 

 
New Operating Structure 
 
We have made significant progress in finalizing a Memorandum of Understanding with the Parks & 
Recreation Department in February.  We are hopeful that both parties will agree to a final draft soon.  We 
appreciate Director Rodda’s commitment to this process and look forward to moving forward. 
 
Youth Employment in Parks 
 
We continue to partner with the Parks & Recreation department to create a work plan for YEP 2010.  We 
look forward to working with Joe Gallagher’s successor to continue to finalize the park improvement 
projects for summer, including trail improvement projects, stream bank restoration, raingarden construction, 
forest maintenance and neighborhood park improvements. 
 
We have received a grant from the Anchorage Community Land Trust to support a Recreation crew in 
Mountain View.  In addition to significant on-hand funding, we have also applied for funding from Wells 
Fargo Bank, the Atwood Foundation, Alaska State Council on the Arts and and several federal agencies for 
YEP 2010.   While in Washington DC in February, Beth Nordlund met with officials from the Department of 
Interior’s Office of Youth Employment and the U.S. Department of Agriculture to discuss YEP and seek 
funding opportunities. 
 
We plan to begin recruitment for YEP positions in the end of March. 
 
Neighborhood Parks 
 
We are working with the Park Development & Natural Resource Management team to plan neighborhood 
park improvements for summer 2010.  The APF will contribute funding from our Clean & Green funds from 
the Rasmuson Foundation and from a legislative grant for deferred maintenance.  Parks on the list for 2010 
improvements include: William B. Lyons Park, Williwaw Park, Al Miller Park, Minnesota Park, Woodland 
Park, Ira Walker Park, Creekside Park and Cheney Lake Park. 
 
Capital Requests 
 
The APF has been in close contact with the legislature as they submit their capital requests for 
consideration.  As of the February 26 deadline, Anchorage legislators had submitted more than $500,000 in 
requests for funding for Anchorage Park Foundation projects, including neighborhood park improvements, 
one YEP project, funding for the Playground for All, Westchester Lagoon improvements and the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Memorial.  We await final word as the legislature finishes their work in April.   
 
New Projects 
 
The APF is participating in the Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Committee work to raise funds for 
rehabilitating the memorial on the Park Strip. 
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