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In 2008, the Chugach National Forest designated itself a Children's Forest, a symbolic designation that creates 
exciting, new, and innovative opportunities for connecting Alaska's youth and communities with the outdoors.  
 
The Chugach Children’s Forest is dedicated to: 

• A healthier tomorrow for Alaska's youth, communities, and forests  
• Innovative education in science and technology  
• Increased public awareness and youth leadership in climate change solutions  

Led by Alaska Geographic and the Chugach National Forest, this ground-breaking program works in partnership 
with Alaska's communities, educators, non-profits, and public lands to create: 
 
Fun, healthy, and active engagement with the outdoors for Alaskans of all ages.  

 
 
Attachments 





Get Out. GO Wild. ChanGe the Future.
The Chugach Children’s Forest is a hopeful new initiative that engages Alaska’s communities and empowers 
Alaska’s youth to grow into leaders for long-term solutions. The programs and opportunities of the Chugach 
Children’s Forest are helping to restore hope and rebuild momentum when it comes to three interconnected 
social concerns: 

•	 Education: invigorates K-12 education, expands mentorship and career pathways, and helps restore 
America’s global competitiveness by empowering students in real-world science, technology, innovation, 
and the connective power of new media.

•	Health: improves	long-term	physical	and	mental	health	in	children	and	adults	through	the	many	benefits	of	
a connection to the outdoors and active, healthy lifestyles.

•	Climate change solutions: engages youth, prepares future leaders, and connects the American public 
to the global and personal implications of climate change, through inspiring education programs and civic 
participation in research and stewardship.

The Children’s Forest is a symbolic designation by the U.S. Forest Service for the entire Chugach National 
Forest. The Chugach is the second largest national forest in the country, and larger than the state of 
Massachusetts. With approximately 10,000 glaciers covering nearly 35% of its landscape, the Chugach is a 
focal point for researchers, educators, and students seeking to understand the human, environmental, and 
socioeconomic impacts of climate change. More relevant to Alaskans’ everyday lives, it’s the wild backyard to 
half	the	state’s	population—where	children	and	adults	go	to	ski,	hike,	hunt,	fish,	explore,	and	learn.

The Chugach Children’s Forest helps to support existing programs by partner organizations while creating new 
opportunities in public lands for underserved youth, diverse school districts, and whole communities. Already, 
urban and rural students from across Alaska have participated in life-changing experiences. They’ve shadowed 
scientists collecting data in Prince William Sound, and presented fresh perspectives to forest rangers in a new 
youth-managed	section	of	Portage	Valley.	In	the	first	youth	media	expedition,	they	interviewed	researchers	and	
village residents to commemorate the 20th year since the Exxon Valdez oil spill. With each experience, they’ve 
connected closer to one another, to adult mentors, and to their own potential in the changing world.

The Chugach Children’s Forest grew from an initial partnership between Alaska Geographic and the Chugach 
National Forest. In the past year, more than 100 schools, organizations, and individuals from across many 
community sectors have joined together to create this hopeful and historic new initiative.

A	full	list	of	partners	and	contributors,	as	well	as	YouTube	links	to	Children’s	Forest	films,	is	available	at	 
www.chugachchildrensforest.org. 

Alaska Geographic is 
the	official	nonprofit	
education partner 
of Alaska’s forests, 
parks, refuges, and 
other public lands. 
With more than 50 
years of experience 
connecting people to 
Alaska’s wild places, 
Alaska Geographic is 
a bookstore, publisher, 
educator, and supporter 
of Alaska’s spectacular 
wildlands. 

Established in 1907, 
the Chugach National 
Forest is the second 
largest forest in the 
nation. Its 5.5 million 
acres of wildland, 
wildfish, wildice, and 
wildlife	inspire	scientific	
inquiry, recreational 
activity, and community 
character. Experiencing 
the vastness of the 
Chugach will change 
your perception of 
what is wild forever. 
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