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Background 
In 2006, the South Addition Community Council (SACC) approached the Parks & Recreation Planning 
staff with the idea of creating a playground within Margaret Eagan Sullivan Park near the Covey Café. 
Parks & Recreation planning staff was supportive of the idea and encouraged the community council to 
continue their fundraising efforts for the project. The SACC applied and received funding from the State 
Legislature to begin the planning work required to see their vision to fruition. The SACC also obtained the 
in-kind donation of services from a local landscape architecture firm to help them develop a conceptual 
design for the improvements. In cooperation with park planning staff, the SACC is continuing the 
development of their site design and planning process. 
 
Simultaneously, the MOA began construction of the Chester Creek Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration 
Project to restore fish passage and improve flood control along Chester Creek. Knowing that these two 
projects were utilizing the same area, the two project teams met to discuss how these two projects could 
cooperate in construction. It was determined that the Chester Creek Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration 
project could leave the site of the current staging area in a manner that would be consistent with the 
needs of the future proposed playground. This would result in a substantial cost savings for the 
community-driven playground project.  
 
Community Need 
Currently within SACC, there are two playgrounds located at Frontierland Park on the corner of E St. and 
10th Avenue and Valley of the Moon Park on Arctic Blvd. and Chester Creek. While these playgrounds are 
located with the SACC boundaries, they serve only the east side of the SACC area within walking 
distance. The Anchorage Bowl Park, Natural Resource, and Recreation Facility Plan (2006) identified the 
desired level of service for neighborhood parks and playgrounds to be within a ¼ walking distance for 
neighborhood use. This playground would serve the western portion of the SACC area and would be 
consistent with the Anchorage Bowl Park, Natural Resource, and Recreation Facility Plan objectives.  
 
Community Support 
This project has been driven by the SACC in cooperation with Parks & Recreation and the Turnagain 
Community Council. SACC members served on the Chester Creek Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration 
Project Public Advisory Group and have presented the concept to the Turnagain Community Council as 
part of their outreach. The SACC and Turnagain Community Councils have been very supportive of this 
playground concept and have communicated that support to the park planning staff. The SACC has also 
passed a resolution in favor of the concept of constructing a playground at the proposed location. In 
addition, the PAG for the Chester Creek Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration Project supported the concept of 
assisting the playground project by leaving base material for a future playground in place upon 
completion of the construction activities. 
 
Staff Recommendations 
Based upon the community-driven nature of the project and the overwhelming community support, staff 
recommends the approval of the concept of allowing a playground to be located to the north of the Covey 
Café within Margaret Eagan Sullivan Park.  
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