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PARK MAINTENANCE 
Ice maintenance and trail grooming continue for fantastic March outdoor recreation.  Please check the web site 
for snow grooming and ice conditions. 
 
HORTICULTURE 
The greenhouse is filling up with seedlings and basket construction is underway.  Get ready for color. 
 
FORESTRY   
The State of Alaska and Municipality of Anchorage have started a three-year effort to assess the make-up and 
condition of the public trees and forests. The first step is a detailed inventory of trees along streets, around 
public facilities and in developed parks and we recorded over 1500 trees last fall.  An assessment of forested 
parks and greenbelts will begin next year. The Alaska Division of Forestry’s Community Forestry Program has 
contracted with Jim Flott of Community Forestry Consultants to provide the expertise needed to guide this 
cooperative project with the Anchorage Parks & Recreation Department. The funding was granted to the State 
from the U.S. Forest Service.  A joint meeting with the Parks and Recreation Commission and Urban Design 
Commissioners on Anchorage's Forest Management Plan is scheduled for March 19, 2009, Mayor’s Conference 
Room, noon. 
 
COMMUNITY WORK SERVICE 
Our rapid response team helps keep our parks clean and snow-free!  Thank you. 
 
PARK DEVELOPMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
The team continues their high quality work in engaging the community and building support for park projects.    
Look for the Park District Townhall Meeting in your area and bring a friend.  Public Input will help direct the 
Department’s strategic goals for the next three years.   
 
Areawide Projects 
Areawide Neighborhood Parks - 15 neighborhood parks have been selected for improvements this summer 
based on public responses from the 53 Park Report Cards completed last fall. 
Areawide Athletic Field Improvement Plan –A capital needs list as well as design standards are still underway. 
 
Central/Southeast Park Districts 
Far North Bicentennial Park Trail Improvement Plan -The FNBP Trail Improvement Plan is released-PRC 09-11. 
Section 36 Master Plan -The Citizen Advisory Committee has met once and is planning their first site visit in 
March. 
 
Northeast Park District 
Russian Jack Springs Park First Tee Improvements – See PRC Memo #08-72 Addendum.  A final 
recommendation is expected at the March Commission Meeting.  A final plan will then be prepared and 
submitted to the Urban Design Commission for Site Plan Approval in late April or May. 
 
Northwest Park District 
Delaney Park Master Plan – Staff is incorporating the Veterans’ Memorial Plan into the Delaney Park Master 



Plan which will be submitted for P&Z Commission review this month. 
Fish Creek Trail – The trail project is in design and is managed by PM&E. 
Margaret Eagan Sullivan Park – Conceptual designs for a playground and community space behind Covey Café 
have been completed with community involvement.  A site plan is under development to include a playground, 
raingarden and migratory bird interpretation. 
Lyn Ary Park – A master plan update is underway with the community council. 
 
Southwest Park District 
South Anchorage Sports Park –A Site Plan for 2009 construction is in progress including the American Legion 
Field, utility upgrades, dog park, well development & irrigation and Soccer Field final grading/seeding.  This 
project is managed by PM&E. 
 
PARK CONSTRUCTION 
The Department and the Anchorage Park Foundation are working to improve and maintain parks and trails.  We 
have construction planned in over 60 parks and creek areas this summer.  All projects are a result of public 
demand and are designed to improve parks, revitalize communities and create jobs.  All projects have received 
support and funding from a variety of sources in addition to the Municipality, including the State of Alaska, the 
Anchorage Park Foundation, non-profit organizations and community volunteers.  We will have this information 
up soon on the website. 
 
RECREATION 
The Recreation Division has an ambitious plan for summer program with five Park & Play Sites, four Summer 
School Recreation sites, as well as Specialty and site based programs at Kincaid, Russian Jack Park, Spenard 
and the Fairview centers.  All programs will have the goal of providing a wide array of offerings for youth, 
families and adults to get outdoors and be active.  We have established partnerships and are developing more 
with community agencies and organizations to maximize our outreach.    
 
Park Ranger Program The new Park Ranger program will be rolling out with staff on board for summer 
providing a much needed service with education; public assistance, public safety and interpretive programming.  
Park Rangers will provide assistance to park visitors including first aid, visitor information, travel directions and 
park rules and regulations They will respond to inquiries and resolve complaints from the public; monitor trails, 
picnic areas, pavilions and similar park areas in designated parks to promote public safety and ensure safe use 
of parks and facilities.  
 
Central/Southeast Park Districts 
In reevaluating our budget constraints we have eliminated the support of summer operations summer events at 
Hiltop Chalet for the summer season, user groups will work with YEA directly for events at Hilltop. The Bittner 
House Recreation office lies along the Campbell Creek Greenbelt.  Brad Dunker is working on a stream bank 
restoration/stabilization project that is to take place at this location this summer and both staff and neighbors are 
excited!  Flooding in the summer of 2006 nearly caused the stream to jump her bank and flood the recreation 
offices.  Over 8 feet of riverbank was eroded in this area.   In the last 3 months, the District Manager has visited 
Campbell Park, MidHillside/Hillside East, Huffman/O’Malley, Rabbit Creek, Bear Valley, and Abbott Loop 
Community Councils to give them report on our upcoming Town Hall Meetings, the Section 36 Master Planning 
process, Service Pool Closures, our Report Card results and our upcoming Bond issues.   
 
Northeast Park District 
The Selkregg Chalet front desk was completely refurbished, leaving us with a very chic and curvy design that 
will welcome users and help with flow within the building.  The upstairs windows were repaired and the 
downstairs windows were all replaced.  NE Park District manager attended three community council meetings 
this month to present the results of the park surveys.  University CC, Russian Jack CC, and Mt. View CC were 
very excited with the possibility of improving some of the neighborhood parks.  Programs are reaching out to a 
diverse audiences; seniors, youth and families, and an exciting high school youth sports outreach program with 
Ma’o Tosi of the Pride Club. OSHA made a visit to the chalet during the construction period due to a complaint.  
OSHA as well as the Parks and Recreation Safety Officer and Risk Management completed a thorough 
inspection of the construction site.  OSHA issued a final report indicating that there were no violations.  Revenue 
for the chalet is expected to be down this month due to construction.  We did not take any rentals during the 
construction period of 3 weeks.  Attendance is also expected to be down this month due to construction as well 
as the weather (3 day school closure).  NE staff took part in the Eppley Customer Service which will result in 
improved and efficient customer service at the chalet and else where within the Parks and Recreation 
Department.   Park District manager attended three community council meetings this month to present the 
results of the park surveys.  University CC, Russian Jack CC, and Mt. View CC were very excited with the 
possibility of improving some of the neighborhood parks.  The Mountain View Community Recreation Center 



Advisory Commission held its annual town hall meeting this month.  The purpose of the town hall meeting was 
to give the neighborhood an opportunity to discuss and evaluate the operations of the recreation center.  Most of 
those attending the meeting were pleased with the recreation center as they made dramatic improvements 
(attendance, programs, and overall image) over the past year.  The Nia fitness class has returned to the RISE 
program with five to ten participants in each class.  Sweetheart Ski, held on February 14, had about 30 
participants skiing on the “Lover’s Loop Trail” at Russian Jack Springs Park.  Two romantic prize packages, 
which included hotel one-night stays and dinner gift certificates, were raffled off to attendees.  The Senior Bingo 
and Brunch-o program, held on the third Wednesday of each month, has received a grant from Sam’s Club that 
will fully fund it for up to a year.  This program targets senior citizens who experience some type of dementia or 
Alzheimer’s.   
 
Southwest Park District 
Kincaid Park was the site for the Senior National Ski event. This event was held January 1st -8th. This was a 
national event with people from all over the United States in attendance.  Kincaid then followed with an NCAA 
event on January 9-10th.  The annual Ice Fishing Jamboree on January 24th and 25th. This was a free event and 
had more than 400 people show up and fish.  Staff took part in the Customer Service training which should 
result in improved and efficient customer service for the Parks and Recreation Department. District manager 
attended three community council meetings this month to present the results of the park surveys--Sand Lake 
CC, Bayshore/Klatt CC and Ocienview CC. District Manager & Planning staff meet with ASD about construction 
on Sandlake Elementary. This was to discuss access to the park.  Staff has been working on an alternative site 
for programs at Sandlake Elementary School as there will be construction some time around spring break.  Staff 
continues working with Junior Nordic and ASD. There were several ski races held at Kincaid.  Ski for women is 
held on February 1st and High School regional on February 6th and 7th. 
 
Northwest Park District 
 
Westchester Family Skate: The Family Skates are now in full swing!  With ads running on 5 radio stations and 
good ice conditions the last few weeks will definitely make up for the rough start.  The series will be extended by 
a week to include March 7th.  Jumpstart 3 on 3 Basketball Tournament: Participation increased from 3 teams to 
5 teams this month.  We will continue to have a teen night on the first Friday of the month; however, we are 
going to suspend the tournament portion until after high school basketball season.  Spenard Recreation Center 
Program participation numbers have increased by 233 for January from 415 (08) to 648 (09), while capturing a 
higher cost recovery (80%CR to 108%CR) Numbers for Fairview are unavailable at this time. 
 
Spoken Word event on February 19th with 75 people attended this event at the Fairview Recreation Center. The 
event was held by a local poet ‘Free”, (a local poet) and nationally acclaimed ‘Yung’ (from out of state). Yung 
shared his reason for poetry, history on how he got started and where it has taken him over the years.   This 
event sparked interest in Fairview having more events and classes in spoken word, slam and poetry writing 
classes.   On Saturday, February 21, 2009 at the Fairview Recreation Center hosted a Black History Celebration 
and congratulations celebration for over one million meals served for Kid’s Kitchen Elgin Jones 69th birthday. 
Over the course of the evening this event had more than 50 people in and out, the program consist of spoken 
word, songs and dance. Chanel 2 and 11 news crews showed up to interview staff, Mr. Jones and participants. 
There were puzzles, a quiz, a take home fact sheet, coloring sheets, draw a picture write a story sheets and kid 
friendly African American History films played throughout the day. 
Upcoming Special Events:  Glue, Goop & Glitter Arts and Crafts Fair 3/21 Creative Activities Fair 4/11 
Fitness Fair 4/25   


