
MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE 
 

ANCHORAGE PARKS & RECREATION  
 
   Memorandum 

PRC 2008- 02 
 
 
DATE: January 2, 2008 
 
TO: Parks & Recreation Commission 
 
FROM: Monique Anderson, Parks Superintendent 
 
SUBJECT: PRC 08 - 02 – Town Square Citizen Advisory Group 
 

 
CAG Establishment 
Recognizing the importance of Town Square Park and its place in the Anchorage community, Mayor Mark 
Begich appointed a six-person task force to design future improvements to the park on December 19, 
2007.  
 
“Town Square is the heart of Anchorage.  It is used extensively all year, and we want to make sure that it 
can accommodate those same uses well into the future,” Mayor Begich said. “We’ll be working with 
families and representatives of those who played a critical role in creating the park, so that their vision will 
last for generations to come.” 
 
The city developed site improvement plans for Town Square Park prior to its construction in the 1980s.  
Current proposed improvements will complete that plan and update the well-loved park after over 20 
years of constant use.  Proposed improvements include:  updating the electrical system, completing the 
reflecting pool/ice skating rink, adding irrigation to lower maintenance costs, including memorials for park 
founders, and ensuring that the park design accommodates upcoming changes to E and F Streets. 
 
During the April 2007 Municipal Election, voters approved a Parks and Recreation bond containing 
$250,000 for improvements to the existing park. The task force will be charged with directing the use of 
the bond funds and other funds to be raised for the effort. 
 
Members of the task force include:  

 
John Blaine, Executor of Ruth Moulton estate 
Jeanne Devon, friend of Ruth Moulton 
Ron Cupples, son of Avis Cupples 
Nickel LaFleur, Anchorage Garden Club 
Cheri Spink, Anchorage Downtown Partnership 
Don Simmons, Rise Alaska (downtown business) 
Park Commissioner (TBD) 

 
Duties of the CAG 
The duties and responsibilities of the Town Square Park Advisory Committee shall be to: 
 

a. Act in an advisory capacity to the Anchorage Park Commission in all matters pertaining to 
planning and design of Town Square Park and to cooperate with other civic groups and 
governmental agencies for the planning of and advancement of Town Square Park for 
the entire Anchorage community 

 
b. Review and assist in the development of two commemorative narrative plaques 

describing the early history, public initiative, and individual efforts leading to the creation 
of Town Square Park for Ruth Moulton, Shirley Brundage and Avis Cupples and the 
Anchorage Garden Club 
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c. Recommend to the Park Commissioners the resolution of the donor bricks  
 
d. Meet with Park Commission to present preliminary concept and final plans 
 
e. To assist Park Commissioners in communicating to the citizens the proposed park 

improvements  
 
f. Assist the fundraising program for Town Square Park by volunteering to work as 

requested by the Anchorage Park Foundation at special events or activities 
 
g. Present to the Anchorage Assembly the plans, designated areas and commemorative 

plaques as part of AR 2007-159. 
 
Recommended Action 
The group will hold its first meeting on January 8 and has an ambitious agenda.  One of the agenda items 
is a discussion of the proposed E and F Street projects.  The CAG will present a summary of their findings 
for PRC Action at the January 10 meeting.   


