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Background 
 
In June, 2007 Mayor Mark Begich appointed the Veterans' Memorial Blue Ribbon Task Force to guide the 
design of future improvements to the Anchorage Veterans' Memorial on Delaney Park.  The results of 
their work are presented in the following Final Report that includes a thorough description of the project’s 
process and methodology, vision & goals, a recommended design concept and a complete summary of 
the public input received.  The report's recommendations to the Mayor culminates a deliberate public 
process that carefully weighed the interests of Anchorage’s Veterans community, the input of the broad 
public, and the requirements of the Delaney Park Master Plan. 
 
Process & Methodology 
 
It was very important to the task force to implement a thorough and inclusive public process which 
included: 

 Nine task force meetings that were all open to the public   
 A review of the attributes and shortcomings of the existing memorial site 
 A presentation of over 50 other memorial sites located across the nation 
 Developing consensus on key themes for the memorial’s redevelopment (See Page 2 of Final 

Report for the list of key themes) 
 Presented 4 design concepts (including one by Mr. Berkeley Ide) for a public comment and 

review period   
 2 public open houses with over 50 people in attendance 
 Review of public input and refinement of design concepts down to one preferred concept 
 Unanimous adoption of the final report and recommendations contained within including the 

preferred design concept  
 
Context of Memorial Redevelopment within Delaney Park 
 
While the Anchorage Veterans’ Memorial is recognized as an entity to itself, it is a part of the larger 
context of Delaney Park.  Improvements within the park, including the Veterans’ Memorial must comply 
with the Delaney Park Master Plan (July, 2007) and the Delaney Park Memorial Policy which provide 
specific guidance with respect to development on the block occupied by the Veterans’ Memorial.  The 
Delaney Park Master Plan recommends the development of a master plan for the Veterans’ Memorial; 
this report and preferred design concept being the culmination of that process. 
 
The Delaney Park Master Plan and the Memorial Policy were a large part of the deliberations of the 
Veterans’ Memorial Blue Ribbon Task Force and were critical in its consideration of alternative design 
concepts. 
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Recommendations of the Veterans’ Memorial Blue Ribbon Task Force 
 
Following are specific recommendations relative to the use and development of the Anchorage Veterans’ 
Memorial (for more details see page 5, section E of the Final Report): 
 

 The Task Force recommends retaining the name, “The Anchorage Veterans’ Memorial.” 
 
 The Task Force recommends retaining a dedication theme of service and sacrifice, honoring all 

Veterans of all service branches, in all eras of conflict, and specifically memorializing those 
Alaskan citizens who have fallen in combat in defense of the nation. 

 
 The Task Force recommends against enlargement of the current space allocated to the 

Anchorage Veterans’ Memorial. 
 

 The Task Force recommends against withdrawing the Anchorage Veterans Memorial space 
from the inventory of parklands overseen and managed by the Anchorage Parks & Recreation 
Commission and the Anchorage Department of Parks and Recreation. 

 
 A self-selecting policy is recommended. The “home of record” at the time of death due to hostile 

enemy action in a combat theater, is the determining criteria for name placement upon the 
Anchorage Veterans’ Memorial. 

 
 The Task Force recommends that privately-raised funds intended for use for any purpose at the 

Anchorage Veterans’ Memorial be directed to the Anchorage Park Foundation and exclusively 
dedicated to the improvement of the Anchorage Veterans’ Memorial. 

 
 The Task force recommends that renovation of the Anchorage Veterans’ Memorial begin once 

full funding for the complete project has been secured. Phasing of construction activities is not 
recommended. 

 
 Finally, the Task Force finds that the attached plan represents the preferred alternative for 

consideration by the Military and Veterans Affairs Commission, the Parks and Recreation 
Commission, the Arts Advisory Commission, the Urban Design Commission, and the Planning 
and Zoning Commission. 

 
Future Review Process 
 
The Veterans and Military Affairs Advisory Commission is currently reviewing the final report and will 
make a recommendation on January 7, 2008, which will be forwarded to you. 
 
Following the action of the Parks & Recreation Commission, the Veterans’ Memorial Redevelopment 
project will continue through the Public Art Advisory Commission and the Urban Design Commission.  
The Planning and Zoning Commission will review the Delaney Park Master Plan of which this Veterans’ 
Memorial Redevelopment plan is a part. 
 
Recommended Action 
 
Staff recommends the approval of attached PRC Resolution No. 2008 – 01. 


