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Summary 
Over the past couple years, the Anchorage Parks & Recreation Department (PRD) has utilized many 
ways to leverage volunteer time and funding for park improvement projects through the Anchorage Park 
Foundation. One method of leveraging funding that is becoming more frequent nation-wide is that private 
businesses and corporations are interested in sponsorship of programs, facilities and other public spaces. 
As the PRD and Park Foundation continue to develop partnerships for funding park projects, it will 
become increasingly more important to have a policy governing the sponsorship of public spaces. While it 
is pragmatic to seek outside funding in order to provide and maintain quality public services and facilities, 
it is the intent of this policy to ensure that the services and products of those businesses generous 
enough to offer sponsorships are consistent with and appropriate to the mission of the PRD and 
Anchorage Park Foundation. This policy sets out guidelines for entering into corporate sponsorship 
agreements.  
 
Comments from the subcommittee are listed below along with a staff response: 
 

1. How does this fit in with the proposed new Assembly Naming Ordinance? 
The Corporate Sponsorship Policy would provide an alternative to the naming process that would 
be managed much like our Management and Use Agreements that are currently in place with the 
little leagues and the Anchorage District Soccer Federation. This is currently being done along 
the Chester Creek Trail at the culverts. These signs identify the road that the culvert is under and 
states ‘sponsored by: ConocoPhilips’.  
 

2. Sponsorship should be of limited duration. 
It is the intent of this policy to limit the duration of the sponsorship based on the sponsoring 
organization’s willingness to commit funds to the maintenance of the project or the useful life of 
the amenity or improvement being sponsored. Due to the varying nature of sponsorships and 
amenities, staff recommends that these terms be established in the Corporate Sponsorship 
Agreement and not a part of the overarching policy guidelines. 
 

3. First right of refusal: 
Staff agrees with the comment and recommends that this be one of the conditions of the 
Corporate Sponsorship Agreement if it is requested by the potential sponsor. 

   
Policy Summary 
The proposed corporate sponsorship policy establishes guidelines for entering into Corporate 
Sponsorship Agreements with potential sponsors. It should be noted that corporate sponsorships are 
distinct from corporate donations or gifts whereby there is no recognition or compensation. Currently, 
there are programs that could be considered corporate sponsorships within parklands including the Trail 
Watch signage along the Chester Creek Trail, the newly constructed pavilion at Abbott Loop Community 
Park and others. Staff anticipates this trend to continue as the availability to public dollars continues to be 
a challenge.  
 



This policy is designed to establish evaluation criteria for applications submitted to the Municipality by 
potential corporate sponsors. This ensures that the evaluation criteria are presented to the applicant in a 
clear and concise manner, are consistently applied to all applications and represent the interests of the 
potential corporate sponsor, the Parks & Recreation Department and the public. 
 
Sponsorships are categorized into four (4) classes based on the intent and term of the proposed 
sponsorship. The higher profile and long-term sponsorships will require more scrutiny than shorter-term 
and lower profile sponsorships and recognitions.  
 
Corporate Sponsorship Agreement 
Due to the diverse nature from potential corporate sponsorships, the policy recommends that a Corporate 
Sponsorship Agreement be entered into by both parties to ensure that the recognition is consistent with 
the park amenity or facility being sponsored and the level of sponsorship.  
 
Staff Recommendations 
Based on the research collected of other municipal policies and the Municipality of Anchorage ordinances 
and design standards, staff recommends adoption of the proposed departmental policy dated October 31, 
2007 regarding Corporate Sponsorship of park facilities and amenities. 


