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Summary 
On October 9, 2003, the Parks & Recreation Commission heard a request for conceptual approval for the 
Cornerstone Project (PRC #03-040). The project has remained in a design phase since this approval. The 
project artist has submitted a request to the Parks & Recreation Department regarding this proposal to 
present the project to the Parks & Recreation Commission. The project has been renamed “Unity”. The 
concept for this project is to create identical sculptures and gardens in four locations throughout the world 
including Anchorage, Alaska, Harare, Ethopia, Canberra, Australia and San Miguel De Tucuman, 
Argentina. The artistic intent of “Unity” is to advance the evolution of humankind by helping develop the 
cognitive capacity for 3-dimensional viewing and connectivity, promulgating a “shared garden” model of 
the earth, creating a new way to view the earth that emphasizes deep connections, and de-emphasizes 
political divisions, and provide an example of four vital cities cooperating and sharing with common 
interests and goals, while celebrating their unique histories, accomplishments and richness. These 
sculptures and gardens would be created by artists from each of the four cities. This staff report is to 
inform the commission about this project. The artist is proposing to display this work in one of the parks.  
 
Project Details 
 
Sculptures 
The sculptures consist of a 5-foot tall pyramid constructed of reinforced decorative concrete with 
decorative trim consisting of tiles fashioned and exchanged by artists from each of the four cities 
represented. The sculpture’s edges will have a 3-inch bevel with the distance to the other cities displayed 
on the pyramid edge. The distance will be measured not in surface distance, but as a straight line 
between the two cities through the earth. 
 
Gardens 
A circular garden 70 feet wide will be excavated to a depth of 5 feet with soil pushed up around the 
garden to mirror the earth’s spherical curvature. There will be a flat 20-foot circle around the garden. The 
initial garden design will be a view of earth from space with the particular city at the center. Handicapped-
accessible walkways would be provided to allow viewing access to the garden and sculpture.  
 
Programs and Events 
Along with the creation of the sculpture and other physical improvements, it is proposed to have 
community events and activities that are coordinated between these cities. Events and activities would be 
coordinated in each of the four cities to correspond to events or holidays. These activities would be left 
primarily up to the community to create. A website is proposed for the project to facilitate communications 
between cities.  



 


