
MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE 
ANCHORAGE PARKS & RECREATION 

632 W. 6th Avenue, Suite 630 
P.O. Box 196650 

Anchorage, AK 99519 

MEMORANDUM 

Introduction and Background 

Chugach Electric Association, Inc. (CEA) is requesting a 15-ft.-wide telecommunication and electric (T&E) 
easement, with two small sections that are 20-ft wide, along the north property boundary of Russian Jack 
Park to accommodate the conversion of an existing overhead (OH) to underground (UG) infrastructure.  

This project is part of CEA's established OH to UG conversion program, a multi-year initiative, embedded in its 
capital improvement planning: The project began in 2025 from Northern Lights to East 6th avenue and the 
program is designed to systematically continue east from Bragaw Street to Patterson Avenue during the 2026 
construction season. CEA will replace aging overhead infrastructure with underground systems in locations 
where safety, reliability, and community value can be maximized. Project selection is guided by clear criteria, 
including reduction of public safety risks, mitigation of outage-prone segments, capacity upgrades, 
coordination with public projects, and improvements within high-use public areas such as parks and 
recreational corridors.  

The existing OH 34.5 kV sub transmission line, and a 12.5 kV distribution feeder circuit will be placed within 
the easement area.  

CEA will install modern underground cable systems to provide enhanced durability, increased load-serving 
capability, and improved operational flexibility compared to the legacy OH construction. In addition, 
undergrounding in park and recreation settings aligns with program priorities by reducing visual impacts and 
better supporting long-term public use of these lands.  

The requested T&E easement is necessary to allow for the installation, operation, and maintenance of the 
underground electrical infrastructure, including conduit systems, vaults, and associated access points. We 
believe this project represents a net benefit to both the electric system and the community, improving 
reliability and safety while preserving and enhancing the natural and recreational value of the land, providing 
meaningful aesthetic and environmental benefits. Further enhanced by removal of poles and overhead lines 
(if ACS and GCI participate).  
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Approval of CEA's request will enhance the visual character of the parkland while reducing  
ongoing vegetation management needs. The project will be designed to minimize surface disturbance, and all 
affected areas will be restored to pre-construction conditions or better following completion.  

CEA recognizes the Russian Jack Springs Park Master Plan 2022 has improvement plans along the same 
requested corridor. CEA is committed to working with Parks and Recreation Department to install facilities in 
a way to minimize the need for relocation or grade adjustment. To do so, CEA shall utilize the most current 
drawings that can be provided to determine and mitigate any concerns or design changes that may be found 
in advance of construction of CEA facilities.  

CEA will work with the Municipality of Anchorage Project Management and Engineering (PM&E) to 
accommodate both CEA's proposed project and the park master plan. CEA is designing the project, keeping 
the community's best interest in mind to maintain the current use of park land and keep access available for 
the general public to use the park as intended by MOA Parks & Recreation. 
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Sta  Recommendation 

For the reasons noted above, the Department does not object to the granting of a non-exclusive T&E 
easement, to replace permitted overhead utility lines underground.  The conditions are included in 
Resolution No. 2026-11. 



MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE 
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 

632 W. 6th Avenue, Suite 630 
P.O. Box 196650 

Anchorage, AK 99519 

PRC RESOLUTION NO. 2026-11 
Chugach Electric Association (CEA) Request for Telecommunications and Electric Easement: 

Russian Jack Springs Park 

WHEREAS, the Anchorage Parks and Recreation Commission serves in an advisory capacity to both 
the Mayor and the Assembly; and 

WHEREAS, the Anchorage Parks and Recreation Commission has the responsibility and duty to 
provide for the long-term vision of our park system by ensuring that a balance of parks, natural 
resources, and recreation facilities provides for the health, welfare, and safety of all residents of the 
Anchorage Bowl; and 

WHEREAS, Chugach Electric Association maintains electric utility lines along the north property 
boundary of Russian Jack Springs Park to accommodate the conversion of an existing overhead to 
underground infrastructure; and 

WHEREAS, the electric lines are above ground and vulnerable to damage resulting from high winds 
and other extreme weather; and  

WHEREAS, placing the lines underground would reduce the potential for weather-related damage 
and improve reliability of electrical service, and would reduce the visual intrusiveness of the utility 
equipment and enhance the natural character of the park; and 

WHEREAS, the installation by directional boring and maintenance of underground line or lines are 
not expected to significantly impair current or potential future development and public use of the 
park; now, therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Anchorage Parks and Recreation Commission recommends that a 15-
foot-wide telecommunications and electric easement with two small sections that are 20-ft wide, 
along the north property boundary of  Russian Jack Springs Park be granted to Chugach Electric 
Association, generally as shown on the attached diagrams, for the purpose of placement of existing 
overhead utility lines underground.   

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Anchorage Parks and Recreation Commission on this 14th day of 
May, 2026.   

_____________________________ 
Chair  
Parks and Recreation Commission 

 ATTEST: 
________________________________ 
Director 
Parks & Recreation Department 
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