
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
PROJECT OVERVIEW  
 
The Parks and Recreation Commission is requested to approve proposed improvements to Hostetler 
Park.  An overview of the project was presented to the Commission at its February 9, 2017, meeting. 
 
The Parks and Recreation Department agrees that the park would benefit by such improvements. 
 
Staff understands that the project was initiated by “Victims for Justice,” an organization whose mission is 
to champion the rights of victims of violent crimes.  The organization also helps promote the memory of 
victims of homicide through programs that include ceremonies and a monument at Hostetler Park, first 
installed in the early 1990s. 
 
Additional information about the project is attached. 
 
It is noted that Hostetler Park is named in honor of Chester Hostetler, for his dedicated service to the 
people of Anchorage.  A commemorative plaque will remain and is incorporated into the proposed plan.  
 
The designer indicates that the proposal was approved by the Downtown Area Community Council and 
will provide minutes or resolution of support. 
 
The Parks and Recreation Department staff will work with designer and sponsors to refine and finalize 
plans, and it is expected that the sponsor(s) will obtain all additional approvals and permits that may be 
required. 
 

 
 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Parks and Recreation Department requests that the Parks and Recreation Commission approve the 
attached resolution of support for the proposed improvements to Hostetler Park.  
 
 
 
 
Cc:   Peter Briggs, Corvus Design 
  

Date: March 3, 2017 

To: Parks & Recreation Commission 

Cc: Josh Durand, Parks Superintendent 

From: Tom Korosei, Park Planner 

Project: PRC 2017–14   Improvements to Hostetler Park 

Municipality of Anchorage, Alaska 
Parks & Recreation Department 

632 W. 6th Avenue, Suite 630 
P.O. Box 196650 

Anchorage, AK 99519 
Tel 907-343-4355 

URL www.muni.org/departments/parks 

http://www.muni.org/departments/parks


 

 
 

Municipality of Anchorage, Alaska 
Parks & Recreation Commission 

632 W. 6th Avenue, Suite 630 
P.O. Box 196650 

Anchorage, AK 99519 

 
Resolution No. 2017-06 

 
Request for Approval of Proposed Improvements to Hostetler Park  

 
WHEREAS, the Anchorage Parks and Recreation Commission serves in an advisory capacity to 
both the Mayor and the Assembly; and 
  
WHEREAS, the Anchorage Parks and Recreation Commission has the responsibility and duty to 
provide for the long term vision of our park system by ensuring that a balance of parks, natural 
resources, and recreation facilities provides for the health, welfare, and safety of all residents of the 
Anchorage Bowl; and 
 
WHEREAS, Hostetler Park is a small park in Downtown Anchorage, dedicated in 1966; and 
 
WHEREAS, Hostetler Park provides a venue for the “Victims for Justice” memorial to victims of 
violent crimes; and 
 
WHEREAS, Hostetler Park merits effort and investment to improve its appearance and function to 
serve the identified community purposes; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Anchorage Downtown Rotary Club has offered to sponsor such park improvements; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the Parks and Recreation Department staff understands that the Downtown Area 
Community Council has reviewed and is in support of the proposed plans; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Parks and Recreation Department generally supports the proposed park 
improvements; now, therefore, 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Anchorage Parks and Recreation Commission supports in principle the 
proposed improvements to Hostetler Park to incorporate features to continue memorials to “Victims 
for Justice” as well as Chester Hostetler, and to improve Hostetler Park as a neighborhood park for 
the enjoyment of Anchorage citizens and visitors; provided, the sponsor(s) and designers will work 
with Parks and Recreation Department staff to refine and finalize plans, and the sponsor(s) shall 
obtain all additional approvals and permits that may be required. 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED by the Anchorage Parks and Recreation Commission this 9th day of 
March, 2017. 
    
 ______________________________________ 
 Chair  
 Parks and Recreation Commission  
ATTEST:  
 
_____________________________________ 
John H. Rodda, Director 
Parks & Recreation Department 
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View from across 3rd Avenue & L Street corner (facing southeast)

View north along parking on east side of site View into southeast corner of site View east along parking on south side of site
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View south to Alaska Victims Memorial

View west to Hostetler plaque

Alaska Victims Memorial

View south toward Hostetler plaque

Alaska Victims Memorial

Hostetler plaque
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The design intent for this park renovation is to honor it 
as Hostetler Park and to enhance it as it relates to it’s 
community importance as a memorial and meaningful 
space for Victims for Justice. The vision for this project is to 
give hope and presence to victims and their families, and to 
help defeat the rippling impact of violence throughout our 
community while developing a safe, calm and meaningful 
space. The redesign of this space seeks to provide a calm 
place for relaxation, and to refl ect on the people that it 
memorializes and the work that needs to be done. Seating 
areas point people toward the excellent views of Cook 
Inlet, toward the Hostetler stone, and are set within a new 
memorial area. The Alaska Victims Memorial itself will 
be more inward focused with a main plaque in a central 
area, and victim names on plaque groupings set within 
plantings of Forget-Me-Nots. The monuments and their 
accompanying hardscape, lighting and planting design 
create a welcoming space with a central focus.
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