
 
 

MEMORANDUM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Equine Assisted Therapy Alaska (EATA), in cooperation with the Anchorage Horse Council, is continuing 
to plan for construction of a covered arena at the Chamberlin Equestrian Center at Ruth Arcand Park.  
The Parks and Recreation Commission approved the general project plan at the Commission’s meeting in 
March 2015 (PRC 2015-10, PRC Res 2015-07), subject to obtaining all additional permits and approvals 
necessary. 
 
At that time one of the issues to be resolved in order to obtain the building permit was meeting the 
requirements of the building code with respect to fire safety.  Since the site currently does not have 
service from the public water system, EATA is able to meet fire safety requirements by providing a 
recommended fire break, providing an on-site water source, and improving accessibility for fire response 
equipment.   
 
The required accessibility improvements consist of construction of a clear route for vehicular access, 
including a perimeter route around the proposed structure.  In order to create the fire break and build the 
access route, the project engineer estimates that an area of approximately 7000 sq. ft. of vegetation 
would be cleared. 
 
A site plan showing the fire access route and proposed clearing areas is attached. 
 
Parks and Recreation staff believes that the clearing is reasonable in order to meet building code 
requirements, and does not represent a significant change to the plans the Commission previously 
approved.  EATA presented these proposed site modifications to the Abbott Loop Community Council in 
January 2016 and to the Anchorage Horse Council in February with no objections noted. 
 
EATA is considering additional plan amendments to include a play area that would complement the 
therapeutic riding program for clients and their families.  EATA would return for PRC approval of those 
proposed changes in the future. 
 
 
Attachments: 
Site Plan and Project Information 
Community Council Resolution 1/28/16 
PRC Minutes 3/12/15 
 
 
Cc:   Rebecca Widmer, Executive Director, Equine Assisted Therapy Alaska 

Date: April 7, 2016 

To: Parks & Recreation Commission 

Cc: Josh Durand, Parks Superintendent 

From: Tom Korosei, Park Planner 

Project: 

PRC 2016-13 – Equine Assisted Therapy Alaska Covered Arena 

Project Update 

Municipality of Anchorage, Alaska 
Parks & Recreation Department 

632 W. 6th Avenue, Suite 630 
P.O. Box 196650 

Anchorage, AK 99519 
Tel 907-343-4355 

URL www.muni.org/departments/parks 

http://www.muni.org/departments/parks


Site Plan
Civil Improvements

• Covered Arena Structure

• Fire Lane 
• RAP (recycled asphalt pavement)
• 20’ W.
• Fire break

• ADA Trail 
• 5’ W.

• Water Tank 
• 5,000 gal. tank
• Possible fire suppression

• Enhanced Trail Access
• Stabilization
• Trailhead enhancement

Permitting Status – Approved!

Schedule – Construction Fall 2016
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The Boutet Co.

SITE PLAN AND LEGEND

EQUINE ASSISTED THERAPY ALASKA

SECTION SIXTEEN SUBDIVISION, TRACT D

01/15/16

LEGEND:

1 inch =  50 ft. on 11 x 17

1 inch =  25 ft. on 22 x 34

= 1 inch on 11x17
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