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MEMORANDUM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Anchorage Assembly is seeking to propose a ban on smoking in Town Square Park.  At the request of 
the Assembly, the Parks and Recreation Commission is asked to consider the amendment and make a 
recommendation on the proposed ordinance to prohibit smoking in Town Square Park and adjoining areas.  
This item is a follow up to a similar proposal presented to the Parks and Recreation Commission in 
September 2015. 
 
Anchorage Municipal Code “16.65.010 – Prohibition of Smoking” currently prohibits smoking in and near 
entrances of many enclosed public places such as recreation facilities and schools, as well as in seating 
areas of outdoor arenas, stadiums, and amphitheaters.  The Assembly seeks to amend AMC 16.65.010 to 
include the following language: 
 
 Smoking is prohibited at the following places: 

 9) All areas of Town Square Park.  Smoking in Town Square Park includes use of an electronic 
smoking device 

10) All Alaska Center of the Performing Arts property.  Smoking on Alaska Center of the 
Performing Arts property includes use of an electronic smoking device 

 
Town Square Park is an important cultural resource and public space.  The park serves as a crossroads 
for Downtown pedestrian traffic and is a focal point for special events.  In recent years, the park has been 
plagued by numerous problems and has become alienated from the larger downtown community.  
Community leaders and local businesses have advocated for changes to the park that will promote positive 
use.   
 
The Parks and Recreation Department recognizes the intent of the proposed amendment to promote 
health by reducing exposure to second-hand smoke in public spaces.  P&R staff understands that the use 
of electronic smoking devices may not result in some of the nuisance effects of smoke, but may have 
similar “second-hand” impacts from exposure to the vapors generated.  More generally, the adverse health 
effects of smoking are in contrast with the mission of the Parks and Recreation Department to promote 
“Healthy Parks, Healthy People”.   
 
The Parks and Recreation Department request that the Parks and Recreation Commission provide a 
written recommendation or resolution to the Anchorage Assembly on the proposed amendments to AMC 
16.65.010.  A public hearing before the Assembly is tentatively scheduled for June 21st. 
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