Girdwood Public Safety Advisory Committee

February 4, 2019
 Minutes Draft

The Girdwood Board of Supervisors, its committees, and subcommittees are subject to the Alaska Open Meetings Act as found in Alaska Statute 44.62.310 and Anchorage Municipal Code1.25 - Public Meetings.

7PM Call to order, Ken Waugh, Co-Chair

Quorum confirmed.  All PSAC members are present.
Agenda Approved for Feb 4, 2019 meeting

MO/GW
Minutes approved from Jan 15, 2019 work session 
MH/MO
Minutes Approved from Jan 7, 2019 meeting

MH/MO
Announcements/Introductions/Presentation:
None
Assignment of PSAC Co-Chairs for 2019

Group discusses that the advisory committee appointment to PSAC is a 2 year term.  Chairs serve one year at a time, with election Jan/Feb annually to fill the chair seats.

Seats/terms are:

Seat A

Mandy Hawes

Renew March 2019
Seat B

Ken Waugh

Renew in March 2019
Seat C

Mike Opalka

Renew March 2020
Seat D

Guy Wade

Renew March 2020
Motion:

PSAC moves to retain Co-Chairs Mandy Hawes and Ken Waugh.

Motion by Mike Opalka, 2nd by Guy Wade

Motion carries 4-0

Public Safety Reports:
WPD Update (WPD Chief Robert Baty)
Stats and Activities YTD 

Chief Baty is unable to attend. Kyle Kelley reports that WPD has been busy.

2018 statistics have been compiled in to a chart, which is shared with the group.


GFR Update (Chief Michelle Weston)

Chief Weston reports that GFR has been unusually busy and has experienced multiple simultaneous calls.  67 calls so far YTD.  GFR staffing is low, 27 volunteers plus paid staff.  GFR is holding recruitment open house on SAT Feb 9 from 9A-11A.  Please encourage Girdwood residents to join the department.

Group brainstorms recruitment: 
Provide Mandy with a flyer to take to Alyeska’s HR department for posting/distribution.
Post at Brewery and other local establishments

Connect with military police/medics
Take on people as drivers only, instead of fully trained members

Group discusses that Girdwood may not be able to support the number of volunteers needed.  Most people are working full time year round and may feel unable to commit to GFR.

Girdwood Public Safety Advisory Committee is a sub-committee to the Girdwood Board of Supervisors

Agendas and minutes are available on line: http://www.muni.org/gbos
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GBOS Public Safety Supervisor report (Robert Snitzer)

Bears: Robert reports that MOA/GBOS meeting last week reviewed draft Assembly Ordinance regarding wildlife enforcement.  This is a Land Use Code, which is more proactive than state law.  The AO is intended to consolidate wildlife issues in code.  City Manager can determine areas in Anchorage that are required to have bear resistant trash containers. Girdwood Bear Aware requests that Girdwood is automatically included as one of those areas.

Policing:  APD Deputy Chief Ken McCoy restated that APD is able to begin serving in Girdwood at any time.  Girdwood and Assembly need to come to agreement on the cost of contracted service.  Issue is to determine a level of service that Girdwood wants to pay for that is acceptable to the rest of the Assembly, as contract will require Assembly approval. 
Robert discusses that another option is that Girdwood could join the Anchorage Metropolitan Police Service Area, with a positive vote of Girdwood and MOA to do so, at the rate paid by Anchorage taxpayers (approx. 2 mills).  This would cost more, but would move policing under the Areawide service, and leave more space under the Girdwood tax cap, which is set at 6 mills.
PSAC discuss that they are happy with WPD service and are eager to see the Whittier proposal when it is available.

Public Safety Outreach Opportunities/Events:

Anchorage and Fairbanks break
FRI-SUN March 8-17

No school
Spring Carnival


FRI-SUN April 12-14

Resort Event
*Slush Cup


SAT April 13 4PM

Resort Event

Motor Musher Weekend (T)
FRI-SUN April 26-28

Resort Event


*Group will discuss Slush Cup and Spring carnival at the March 2019 PSAC meeting.

Old Business:

1) Review existing contract with WPD to provide service outline for WPD and APD proposals
Review redline documents from Whittier and PSAC
 
term of contract, parking enforcement, update language about 911 service
Review statistics from WPD

Kyle explains that Chief Baty will meet with the new contracted finance officer for Whittier next week and will forward a contract after that meeting has taken place.  Chief Baty is working on a proposal with scope of service similar to the current one, adding parking enforcement.  They should provide info for contract periods of 3 and 5 years.
Group agrees that when Kyle receives the proposal from Whittier, he will email it to the PSAC members for their review. Group will discuss at the next PSAC meeting, March 4.

New business
None

Public Comment:


None

Other Business & Roundtable Comments from the Board:
2) Girdwood Grassroots concerns:
· Bears (Girdwood Bear Aware) – discussed previously under GBOS report.
· Response to request for Alyeska Highway directional signage – Mandy reports that she has heard from DOT that the directional signage plan has been written and is currently under DOT review.
· Alyeska Highway Bike Path Sweeps – Letter received in response to GBOS letter indicates that DOT will not make design changes to the bike path sweeps.  Kyle reports that he will work on striping and removable bollard, which were agreed to by DOT.
KTUU is interested in interviewing PSAC board member.  Group requests prepared questions to respond to.

Adjourn 8:25
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