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April 30, 2019 

GBOS, LUC, GTC and PSAC Special Joint Meeting 

Re: Open Meetings Act and Ethics Rules Training
Minutes Final
7:00 p.m. Girdwood Community Room

The Girdwood Board of Supervisors, its committees, and subcommittees are subject to the Alaska Open Meetings Act as found in Alaska Statute 44.62.310 and Anchorage Municipal Code1.25 - Public Meetings.
Call to Order 7:00 p.m.  Jerry Fox, Chair
Roll Call for GBOS – Quorum confirmed
Roll Call for LUC – Executive committee attending
Roll Call for GTC – Executive committee attending
Roll Call for PSAC – Executive committee attending
Disclosures

Agenda Revisions and Approval
April 30, 2019 Special Meeting for Open Meetings Act and Ethics Rules Training approved
Announcements:  
· GBOS Non-Profit Recreation Grant Cycle 2020 opens May 1, 2019 and closes June 21 at 3PM.  Applications will be available on line at www.muni.org/gbos, at the Post Office, Library, and Community Room bulletin boards starting WED May 1.

Introductions:  Dee Innes and Todd Sherwood, municipal attorneys 
Business:
1. Ethics Rules Training (Dee Innes)
AMC 1.15 discusses ethics 

Ethics rules apply to elected officials, employees, members of boards and commissions, who are categorized as Public Servants.
Key ethical issues handled through the Ethics Board are: Use of Municipal Resources, Gifts, Conflict of Interest, and Political issues.  
Conflict of Interest is the most likely concern for Girdwood entities and officials.  Conflict of Interest relates to “substantial financial or personal interest” on an item, such as award of municipal contracts (ie road maintenance, etc)

If in doubt, disclose potential conflicts.  Contact Dee Innes if there are questions. Ethics board meets monthly and review many issues for assembly, etc.  Powerpoint attached for additional information.

GBOS Meeting Agendas and minutes are available on line: http://www.muni.org/gbos
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2. Open Meetings Act Training (Todd Sherwood)
AS 44.62.310 addresses Open Meetings, take care in researching on line as there are old versions that are out of date.
Governmental Body: A group that is able to make decisions, advise or make recommendations.  
Public Entity:  Government unit or subdivision
Meeting:  Pre-arranged gathering of a governmental body attended by 3 members or a majority of the decision makers with the authority to advise or act on an issue.

All meetings must be publicly noticed.  Executive Sessions begin as Special Meeting, noticed with the topic.  If executive session is requested, it must fall in to narrow guidelines of topics that can be addressed outside of public view (items pending litigation, items that will have an adverse effect on finances of the MOA, items that would defame or negatively impact an individual).  No decisions can be made in Executive Session. 

Serial meetings occur outside of a formal gathering, via email, phone, text or even in person in meetings as a result of side conversations.  

Consequences of an OMA violation:

Members of a governmental body cannot be named in a lawsuit; decisions of advisory bodies cannot be voided.

Actions taken by the members can be voided if a lawsuit is initiated within 180 days of the action.  The final determination of whether to void or not is decided in part on the impact of continuing with the decision compared to the value of voiding it.  

A governmental body made aware of conflict of interest can schedule and properly post a meeting(s) to gather public input, hold discussion in public, and can re-vote on the item.

The purpose of the Open Meetings Act is to protect the people’s right to be informed. Deliberation should be handled openly.

Power Point presentation attached for additional information.

Public Comment: None

Adjourn 8:30PM
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