Economic and
Community
Contributions of

Merrill Field Airport
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MRI’s Unique Role: Among the services offered
by MRI’s approximately 45 businesses are air taxis,
flight instruction, fuel sales, hangar space leasing,
helicopter tours, aircraft maintenance, and aircraft
parts sales. These and other businesses, as well as
state and federal agencies affiliated with operation
of the airport, are responsible for substantial local
employment and spending.

MRI commercial operations comprise a wide range
of on-airport and off-airport economics sectors,
from government and transportation (on-airport)
to hospitality and leisure, health care, and public
education (off-airport).

MRI’s proximity to downtown Anchorage makes it
easily accessible to Alaska’s most populous
community, which includes a sizeable number of
private aircraft operators.

The nearby presence of shopping, hospitals, and
other services distinguishes it from Anchorage’s
other airports. In particular, the contiguity shared by
MRI and Alaska Regional Hospital allows

patients to be transported directly from an air-

craft to the hospital, thereby saving expensive and
time-consuming ambulance trips.
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MRI impacts communities well beyond
Anchorage: between 2012 and 2014,
commercial operators at the airport
served more than 20 communities,
including some as far away as
Savoonga on St. Lawrence Island in
the middle of the Bering Sea.
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Planning for the Future: The Merrill Field
Airport Master Plan will help guide development
decisions for the airport for the next 20 years.
This includes identification of projects for which
MRI may seek capital funding through the Airport
Improvement Program (AIP), which, according to
the FAA, “provides grants to public agencies...
for the planning and development of public use
airports that are included in the National Plan of
Integrated Systems (NPIAS).” The NPAIS, which
designates MRI as a “Commercial Service -
Primary” airport, categorizes airports according
to type of ownership, hub status, type of service
provided by the airport to the community, and
other factors.

MRI is eligible for AIP funding by virtue of its NPAIS
designation, as well as its public ownership and
because it is open to the public. AIP funding covers
between 90 and 95 percent of eligible costs for
small primary, reliever, and general aviation air-
ports such as MRI. Projects that qualify for AIP
funding include those that enhance airport safety,
capacity, and security, as well as those that
address environmental concerns. Sponsors or
grant recipients can apply AIP funds toward most
airfield capital improvements or repairs, including
associated professional services.



