
* excused absence 

MUNICIPAL AIRPORTS AVIATION ADVISORY COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES 

Thursday, May 5 2016 
Anchorage Fire Training Center 

1140 Airport Heights Road, Building “A” Room 3 
Anchorage, Alaska  99508 

 
ATTENDANCE 

COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT 
Sharon Chamard, Vice Chair 
Don DeVoe 
Jamie Patterson-Simes 
Terry Pena 
Greg Pearce 

COMMISSION MEMBERS ABSENT 
Jim Powell, Chair * 
Jim Cieplak * 

ORGANIZATION REPRESENTATIVES 
Bryant Army Airfield, James Noe 
Civil Air Patrol, Randy Smith 

AIRPORT STAFF PRESENT 
Paul Bowers A.A.E., Airport Manager 
Linda Luebke, Leasing Specialist 
Darlene Sivyer, Commission Secretary (343-6303) 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Due to the absence of Commission Chair Jim Powell, Vice Chair Sharon Chamard called 
the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m. 

 
2. SELF INTRODUCTIONS 

Sharon asked all attendees to introduce themselves. 
 
3. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

Minutes of the March 3, 2016 meeting were unanimously approved with the following 
name corrections: S.J. Cline to S.J. Klein, Alan Kemplan to Allen Kemplen.  In previous 
correspondence to he Commission secretary, Barbara Karl noted that her name was 
misspelled Barbra and that she is the president of the Airport Heights Community Coun-
cil not Rogers Park Community Council as stated in the March minutes. 

 
4. AIRPORT MANAGER’S REPORT 

Airport Manager Paul Bowers provided a report on the following topics. 
A. Noise 

Paul noted that the latest MRI noise complaints concerned touch-and-go opera-
tions on the gravel runway 5/23.  He also noted that he recently met with MRI heli-
copter operators and representatives from the Rogers Park, Airport Heights and 
Fairview communities at the Alyeska Helicopters hangar regarding MRI helicopter 
operations protocol. 
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B. Vehicle/Pedestrian Deviations (VPD) 
No report. 

C. User Group Meeting 
The next MRI User Group Meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 6, in the Air-
port Manager’s Office conference room. 

D. Ongoing Bird Control 
Aircraft damage caused by ravens has been reported; terminal harassment is be-
ing pursued.  Airport maintenance will be spraying for grasshoppers in late-May to 
reduce that sea gull attractant. 

E. Crack Sealing 
Airfield wide crack sealing will resume soon to preserve the asphalt.  Tenant and 
leasehold areas with commercial operations will be completed first, followed by 
multiple apron surfaces; runway/taxiway surfaces were completed last year.  

F. Leasing Update 
• The 16,400sf Chaz Aircraft Painting facility, located between the ATCT and 

Wings of Freedom hangar, is nearing completion.  The steel structure is up 
and interior work is progressing. 

• Materials for a 60’ X 80’ hangar are on site at the JayHawk lot.  Lessee Tim 
Karlovich anticipates construction this fall. 

• Alaska Aircraft Engines is constructing a 14,555sf hangar on their lease lot 
with construction ongoing through the summer.  The facility will include one 
hangar unit on the north end of the building and six hangars are incorporated 
within the remaining structure. 

• The new under-construction hangar facility on the North Edge lot will nearly tri-
ple the size of the current building.  Construction has resumed following the 
winter shut down and will continue through the summer. 

• D & D Airpark (former Aero Tech site) has also expressed interest in starting 
development of a planned hangar complex this summer. 

• A Notice of Intent to Terminate Lease was issued on May 10, 2016 to Kontor 
Development LLC.  Specific promised progress on site development require-
ments of the new lease were not met, the most significant being timely submit-
tal of approved building plans. 

G. Project Updates 
The Security & Lighting Upgrade Phase 3 Project is well underway, including 
reducing the width of Taxiway Kilo on the north side of Runway 7-25 (to effectively 
mirror the south side).  To accomplish this work, RWY 25 is scheduled to be 
closed July 18 – 23 only during the 10:30PM to 7:00AM timeframe.  The project 
also includes installing a MRI-parochial fiber optic cable to support security cam-
era data transfer.  Cable trenching will run from UAA north to Stoddard’s, then 
west to Alyeska Helicopters and will be located inside the MRI perimeter fence.  
The black palisade style fence along 5th Avenue is being retrofitted with an out-
ward curved top (similar to the section of fencing in front of the ATCT), with three-
strand barbed wire added atop the chain link fencing that abuts 5th Avenue. The 
fencing upgrade is proceeding quickly.  To prevent equipment scarring on the 5th 
Avenue side of the concrete fence base along 5th Avenue, a black rub-rail will be 
installed and a mural painting project on the concrete barrier will be pur-
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sued/coordinated with community councils and/or local schools. MRI vehicle gate 
operators to be installed will have positive ingress/egress procedures on both 
sides of each vehicle access gate.  

The Taxiway Q Dynamic Compaction Phase 5 Project area will include com-
paction of the landfill underlayment of portions of TWY Q and Golf apron, continu-
ing eastward from where the Phase 4 project finished in 2015.  MRI is expecting a 
$7.5M grant from FAA Airport Improvement Program funds to cover 95% of eligi-
ble costs.  It is hoped that the apparent low bidder Mass Excavation Inc. (Mass X) 
can begin work in May.  The project will entail removing the asphalt, compacting 
the landfill underlayment, backfilling and repaving. 

The Taxiway Bravo Paving Project will include construction of the missing seg-
ments between Taxiways Mike and Quebec to complete the northern half of the 
taxiway.  TWY B will remain uncontrolled; likely timing for construction is this 
summer. 

The Merrill Field Airport Master Plan Phase 2 Project is progressing.  HDR 
Consultant Carl Siebe noted that comments from airport stakeholders regarding 
the Master Plan alternatives will be taken through May 31.  Phase 2 preferred plan 
for future development is being currently being drafted, with completion expected 
later this summer.  Sharon Chamard asked about updates to the Master Plan web 
page.  Carl responded that the data will be refreshed, but the document texts 
should remain static. 

 
5. ORGANIZATION REPORTS 

A. MRI Air Traffic Control Tower 
No report. 
 

B. UAA Aviation Technology Division 
No report. 
 

C. Civil Air Patrol 
No report. 
 

D. Elmendorf Airfield Operations 
No report. 
 

E. Lake Hood Seaplane Base 
No Report. 
 

F. Bryant Army Airfield 
Bryant Army Airfield (BAAF) Manager James Noe introduced Jason Malone who 
noted that a Letter of Agreement allowing civilian aircraft to land and takeoff at 
BAAF has been drafted and appears to be ready for approval by the US Army 
Aeronautical Services Agency.  In March, military C17 aircraft performed success-
ful trial operations on the runway.  Before using the airfield, criteria would need to 
be met and a letter of intent with the required forms need to be submitted.   
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Jim added that BAAF will continue to be class D airspace and he hopes the air-
field will become a part of the general aviation community.  The BAAF control 
tower is open from 8:00AM to 4:00PM, Monday through Friday and is open at oth-
er times by NOTAM.  Jim added that BAAF officials are working with the FAAS-
Team to clarify or change Class G airspace designation when the tower is NO-
TAMed open. 
 
Lastly, Jim asked that pilots be aware of red flags that are raised when the military 
firing range is open; pilots are not to fly below the ridgeline when the red flags are 
up.  If an aircraft penetrates this safety zone, the entire range has to be shut 
down, at great expense. 
 

6.  SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS 
None. 
 

7. OLD BUSINESS AND UNFINISHED ACTION 
A. AMP, Chapter 6: Land Use Alternatives – Sitka Street ‘Park’ Issue 

Phase 2 of the Master Plan includes a Land Use Alternatives chapter.  When 
these draft alternatives were presented to the Community Councils, the relocation 
of snow storage area along 15th Avenue and the Sitka Street Public Use Area 
concept became a topic of concern. 
Paul provided background information on how these parcels were transferred to 
the Municipality of Anchorage for Municipal Airport use.  Some tracts were allo-
cated to Merrill Field by land patents and some were acquired with FAA grant 
funds, and without Merrill Field having a plan for the development of these parcels 
to generate revenue, applicable grant assurances could be called into question.  
Paul also explained that the Municipality cannot arbitrarily turn Airport purpose 
property into ‘park land’.  Should patents and federal grant assurances not be fol-
lowed, the ownership of the parcels would revert to either the State of Alaska or 
federal government (depending on initial conveyance), at which time the Alaska 
Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA) and the Alaska National Interest Lands 
Conservation Act (ANILCA) would then have preference over other potential users 
of these parcels. 
The proposed land use alternatives in the Master Plan would retain airport pur-
pose control of these parcels by providing for future development of the existing 
snow storage facility and current Stika Street public use area; such development 
includes relocation of the Sitka Street recreation area before any other develop-
ment would occur.  Not collecting fair-market-value revenue for these parcels or 
having a plan to do so in the future would be considered diversion of revenue. 
Commission member Sharon Chamard then presented a draft Resolution from the 
(FVCC) for the Municipal Aviation Airports Advisory Commission (MAAAC), rec-
ommending the Merrill Field Airport Master Plan project (AMP Project) eliminate 
the proposed recommendation to alter the use of land south of 15th Avenue and 
west of Sitka Street, directing the AMP Project to continue to respond in a sub-
stantive manner to issues and concerns raised by the FVCC.  Sharon summarized 
the three page resolution document and stated that FVCC is opposed to these 
proposed land use alternatives. She also noted that FVCC citizen have concerns 
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regarding this land use alternative, and mentioned that FAA Airport Sponsors are 
required to comply with wetland plans and that this proposed alternative land use 
does not meet that criteria. She also referenced the Fairview Neighborhood Plan 
which has a goal to supply local parks and open spaces for neighborhood use.  
Sharon then made a motion for the MAAAC to accept the presented Resolution. 
Paul responded that the AMP Project cannot address environmental issues at this 
time as this AMP language is not a proposal to develop these parcels, it is only a 
conceptual plan.  Development may or may not happen and specific address of 
environmental concerns prior to specific development of a plan proposal is illogical 
and not warranted. 
Rob Swenson questioned if there has been any interest in developing these par-
cels from the public sector (Paul responded there has been no offer of site parcel 
availability).  Jamie Patterson-Simes reiterated that MRI does not have the author-
ity to not follow all grant assurances.  Greg Pearce stated that the AMP is just that, 
a conceptual plan. 
Barbara Karl, President Airport Heights Community Council (AHCC), asked that 
any development plan require a lighted intersection be installed at Sitka and 15th 
Avenue.  She confirmed Paul’s assessment that AHCC accepts the land use al-
ternatives in the AMP with the understanding that the AMP must still go through 
the outlined public process. 
Hearing no additional comments, Sharon called for a vote on the MAAAC approv-
ing the proposed Resolution, which failed 4:1 
 

8. NEW BUSINESS 
None. 
 

9. PUBLIC COMMENTS REGARDING AVIATION 
None. 
 

10. COMMISSION COMMENTS 
Jamie noted that the main runway at JBER will be closed two months this summer for 
maintenance; military traffic will be diverted to ELF RWY 16/34 during the closure.  Paul 
also mentioned that MRI RWY 7/25 is scheduled to be closed July 18 – 23 only during 
10:30PM to 7:00AM timeframe, for TWY Kilo work. 
 

11. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 1:20 p.m. 




