


Conservation Burial 
Cemetery

• Engaging in natural burial and 
land conservation
• Land stewardship
• Preserving biodiverse 

ecosystems, wildlife habitat
• Community green space

• Aesthetically distinct from 
conventional cemeteries



Natural Burial

• What is buried
• Materials that are 

readily biodegradable 
(no concrete, plastics, 
resins, metal, 
formaldehyde)

• Grounds maintenance
• Might include habitat 

cultivation, invasive 
species mitigation 
(not turf 
maintenance)

• Community use
• Recreation, access to 

green space







• Heritage Land 
Bank parcel 
2-156 (9.6 acres)

• Off Golden View 
Drive, across 
from Moen Park
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• Will natural burial pollute the 
soil or groundwater? 
• No -- Conventional cemeteries 

have been identified as a 
source of pollutants: leachate 
from casket materials, 
pesticide and fertilizer runoff 
(n/a for Alaska Natural Burial)

• The microorganisms involved 
in decomposition are not 
pathogenic

Ramsey Creek Preserve

Common Questions



Common Questions

Will the Muni be fiscally 
responsible for operations or 
ongoing maintenance?

• No –- Alaska Natural Burial, a 
non-profit organization, will be 
responsible for development, 
operations, and ongoing 
maintenance expenses. 

• Perpetual care & maintenance 
fund established from “day 
one” to maintain the property 
beyond its lifespan as an active 
cemetery.

Trail at Ramsey Creek Preserve



• Anchorage Comprehensive Plan
• Hillside District Plan
• Pottery Valley Land Use Analysis
• Anchorage Wetlands 

Management Plan
• Rabbit Creek Community 

Council (6/9/22)

Common Questions

How does this align with 
Regional, District, & Neighborhood Planning?

Though housing is a priority within MOA, 
Parcel 2-156 is unsuitable for 
high-density residential development

Planning consensus:  trails, parks, 
recreational areas are important 
community assets

Value in maintaining the area’s rural 
character, preserving established 
vegetation and access to open space



• HLB to establish & maintain a 
conservation easement for parcel

• Dispose parcel (lease vs sale) 
to Alaska Natural Burial

• Alaska Natural Burial, during the 
active operational lifespan of the 
cemetery, will be building a 
perpetual care & maintenance fund 
(preventing the Muni from incurring 
future maintenance expenses)

Alaska Natural Burial’s 
vision for disposition 
of parcel 2-156…



www.AlaskaNaturalBurial.org
Rachel@AlaskaNaturalBurial.org

907-360-7136


