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   MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE 
Housing, Homeless and Neighborhood Development (HHAND) Advisory Commission 

SUMMARY MEETING MINUTES 
June 5, 2019 

FINAL 
 
Call to Order 
The Housing, Homeless and Neighborhood Development (HHAND) Advisory Commission was 
called to order at 4:02 pm at the Anchorage Health Department, 825 L Street Room 423, 
Anchorage, Alaska.  The meeting was staffed by the Anchorage Health Department (AHD), Human 
Services Division (HSD), Community Safety and Development (CSD). 
 

I. Roll Call 
 

Commissioners Present Commissioners Absent Guests 
Doug Lamkin 
Niki Burrows 
S J Klein, Chair 
John Kim(Conference Phone) 
Elaine Phillipps, Vice Chair 
Chelsea Owens 
AHD, CSD Staff 
Natasha Pineda, Director 
James Boehm, Senior 
   Neighborhood Planner 
Pat Monday, Admin 

Noel Rea (UEA) Steve Noble, Vice 
   President, DOWL 
Rene Whitesell, DOWL 
Jovie Garcia DOWL 
Jasmine Khan  Anchorage 
   Coalition to End  
   Homelessness 
Ruth Schoenleben, Nine 
   Star 
 
 
 

   
 
 
II. Approval of June 5, 2019 HHAND Agenda 

MOTION: Vice Chair Phillipps 
SECOND:   Commissioner Lamkin 
DISCUSSION: None 
VOTE:  Approved Unanimous  

 
III. Approval of HHAND May 1, 2019 Minutes 

MOTION: Vice Chair Phillipps 
SECOND:  Commissioner Owens 
DISCUSSION: None 
VOTE:  Unanimous 

 
IV. Conflict of Interest Declarations & Annual Disclosure of Present Economic Interest 

There were none. 
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V.     Purpose Statement 

A.  Gaps in HHAND Commission Representation 

#5 Outreach  

The commissioners talked about the gaps in the commission, one being in the area of 
housing development and also there are now two vacant positions on the commission.  
There is a need for commissioners to attend the assembly meetings and the community 
councils. The assembly meets every other Tuesday at 6:00 pm and the Federation of 
Community Councils meet, the 3rd Wednesday of the month from 6:00 – 8:00 pm.                
The commission will table this discussion until they can acquire applications for the 
vacant commissioner positions.  

A discussion was held regarding commissioner’s absences and the policy covering 
absences.  If a commissioner is going to be absent, let the chair and/or staff know.            

VI. Public Comments 
Jasmine Khan, Anchorage Coalition to End Homelessness 

Ms. Khan reported that ACEH is in the process of creating a joint partnership with the 
Homeless Leadership Council.  Ms. Khan also talked about the homeless camps that have not 
been addressed. Ms. Khan informed the commission of a letter written by Representative Zack 
Fields to the Mayor and Police Chief and signed by both senators and representatives saying 
that the camps were a significant problem that has not been addressed and there is an 
intolerable situation that is going on in the camps.   

Ms. Khan went to Houston to see what they were doing about their camps. She reported that 
Houston has dropped their homelessness 50% since 2011, and informed the commissioners 
what Houston set up is very much the structure that’s in ACEH’s Strategic Plan.   

VII.  Old Business 
A. 2019 Action Plan, James Boehm 

Mr. Boehm gave a presentation on the 2019 Action Plan and notified the commissioners 
that it is out for the 30 day public comment period and a Public Hearing will be held 
next Wednesday, 06/12/2019 at the Anchorage Health Department in conference room 
423 from 4:00 to 5:00 pm.  The commissioners may want to do a resolution in favor of 
the 2019 Action Plan.  All comments will go into the Action Plan and staff will respond 
to the comments as to whether they are considered or not considered and why.  The 
Action Plan will go to the Assembly with the comments in it. 

Commissioner Lamkin, for the record, Commissioner Burrows arrived at 4:40 pm.      

VIII. New Business 
A. Steve Noble, DOWL, Renee Whitesell, DOWL, Jovie Garcia, DOWL – Midtown 

Congestion Relief Project 

Ms. Whitesell Transportation Planning Manager introduced herself and gave a 
presentation on the Midtown Congestion Relief Project.   

The Midtown Congestion Relief project is a transportation planning study, also known 
as a planning and environmental study, its primary focus is on the Seward Highway 
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corridor from approximately the Tudor interchange on the southern end of the study area 
through to about 20th Avenue at the north end study area.  The actual study area is a 
broader frame, they are really looking at transportation, land use, and community 
development issues in the whole mid-town area.  The loose bordering of the project area 
is Lake Otis Parkway on the east right through to A and C Streets on the western side.   
The vision statement for the study is to improve safety and mobility for all users on the 
Seward Highway while enhancing east-west multi model.  They are not just looking at 
cars but bikes and pedestrians as well as safety connection and access for midtown 
Anchorage.  Ms. Whitesell asked for and answered questions. The commissioners 
thanked them for their presentation.  Their e-mail address is Midtown Congestion 
Relief.com. 

 
B. Ruth Schoenleben, Nine Star 

Ms. Schoenleben spoke of the homeless prevention work Nine Star has been doing for 
the last 18 months, including the Net to Ladder program along with the education and 
employment programs they work with.  They put 3,043 people into unsubsidized 
housing.  They also have a public assistance program which serves 3500 plus and a 
youth program that serves 400 youth.  Over the past year they served over 7,000 clients 
in their education and employment programs.  They have a staff of 88 people and 
approximately 20 trainees at all times that are cycling through.  The success of the 
program saves the state over $5,000,000.  They have only one source of funding and that 
is the Block Foundation which has been funding them for three years and this is the last 
year of receiving those funds.  The have also received some small donations.  Ms. 
Schoenleben said they are looking for funding and to partner with people, and are also 
doing fund raisers. 

Commissioner Lamkin informed everybody that the commission did draft a resolution in 
support of the Net to Ladder program and asked Ms. Schoenleben what could the 
HHAND Commission do for her?  She answered if the commission could find ways of 
prevention and when prevention money became available that would be her ask.  
Commissioner Lamkin asked how much she would need, the answer is $60,000.00 every 
year.  To support the Net to Ladder program it would probably be $200,000.00 to 
$300,000.00 per year. 

IX.     Reports 

A.  Subcommittee Reports 
Reports tabled. 

B. Commissioners Comments 
Comments tabled.  The chair and vice-chair will meet with Natasha Pineda after this 
meeting if any other commissioners wish to join them. 

C. MOA Representative’s Report 
What do the commissioners want to do about the July 3rd meeting?  The July 3rd meeting 
is re-scheduled to July 10, 2019 

X. Adjourn 
Chair called for a motion to adjourn. 
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MOTION: Commissioner Lamkin 
SECOND:  Commissioner Burrows 
DISCUSSION:  No discussion 
VOTE:  Meeting adjourned at 5:36 pm. 

 
Next meeting Wednesday July 10, 2019 at Anchorage Health Department, 825 L Street Room 
423 from 4:00 – 5:30 pm. 


