


Under the authority of the Foreign Missions Act, (22 USC 4301 et seq.), TAX EXEMPTION CARDS are issued to certain
official personnel from foreign countries who are stationed in the United States while working as diplomats, consular

officers, or staff members at foreign embassies and consulates, and other organizations such as the United Nations.

Cards with a blue stripe exempt the bearer from state and local taxes on retail purchases. The yellow-striped, red-
striped, green-striped, and red/green-striped TAX EXEMPTION Cards restrict the entitlement to sales tax exemption.
The nature of the restriction is indicated on the colored stripe. This restriction is imposed because certain foreign

governments restrict the tax exemption privileges of United States Missions and personnel overseas.

Tax exemption is a treaty obligation of the United States under Article VI of the Constitution. The United States is a
party to various treaties and agreements which recognize diplomats as official, duly accredited representatives of foreign
sovereign countries. Under international law, sovereign countries cannot impose certain taxes on accredited diplomats
or other representatives of foreign countries. These treaties include the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations

(VCDR), the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations (VCCR), and the United Nations Headquarters Agreement

(UNHQ).



