Dear Anchorage Resident
Do you know where your trash has been going? Based
on the data we have, disposal at the Anchorage Regional
Landfill has increased steadily from its opening in 1987,
through the 1990s, and into the new century. The quantities
disposed peaked in 2007 and then began declining again.
Current disposal quantities are at the same levels as in 19971998, even with an increase in population since then.
During those declining years for waste disposal, recycling was on the rise.
In fact, the recycling rate (the quantity of material recycled compared to
the quantity disposed) has more than doubled in just the past few years
to 20% by weight in 2011, illustrating both a decrease in disposal and an
increase in recycling.
In the past four years, the way residents manage their waste has
changed significantly. Residential waste collection has gone from
workers getting out of their trucks and throwing trash into the
trucks by hand to almost all residents having roll carts serviced
by automated trucks. Picking up trash without getting out of the
truck has reduced injury and increased worker safety. This change
also has brought pay-as-you-throw trash rates and curbside
recycling to most of the municipality. All of Solid Waste Services’
residential customers will have curbside service by spring of 2013,
and Alaska Waste has expanded its curbside recycling service to
almost all of its service area in Anchorage and Eagle River. With
the expansion of curbside recycling, more
and more residents are recycling.
The total quantity of waste going into the
landfill is only part of the story. Our per
capita trash disposal has dropped from
7.4 pounds in 2004 to 5.7 pounds in 2011
and recycling per capita has risen from 0.8
pounds to 1.4 pounds during that same time.
So what does this tell us? We’re slowly
moving from disposal to recycling while also
reducing our overall generation rate. That’s a
good thing. We are thinking more about our
purchases, preventing waste up front, and
we’re thinking more about how we dispose of
what we do generate. Nice job, Anchorage!
Despite the strong increase in recycling,
however, we are still below the national
recycling rate of 34%. That tells us that we
can continue to improve. The guide on pages
6 and 7 is a great reference for identifying a
lot of the items you can recycle in Anchorage.
And being thoughtful about our purchases will
continue to make a big difference. Bringing
these practices from home to work also makes
a significant difference. More businesses
are going green to help reduce their use of
resources and to save money.
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