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Mr. Hamels, 

 

The Municipality of Anchorage (MOA) Development Services Department has had a chance to review the 

letter provided by Billy Taylor with the National Elevator Industry, inc. (NEII) and provides the following 

response to their comments on the use of Machine-Room-Less Elevators (MRL’s) and our proposed 

amendment to ASME A17.1-2019 Section 2.7.6.2 Location of Machinery Spaces and Control Spaces: 

Machinery spaces and control spaces shall be permitted to be located inside or outside the hoistway. 

Machinery spaces may be located inside or outside the hoistway. Control spaces are not permitted inside 

the hoistway unless it can be accessed without shutting down the car. Control spaces are only permitted 

inside the building. 

Reason 1 addressed concerns of safety for elevator personnel. NEII commented that the elevator 

personal are not at additional risk when an elevator utilizes an MRL. 

MOA Response: When a machine room is utilized, approximately 30% of the elevator personnel’s time is 

spent in the hoistway (on top of or underneath the car). When an MRL is utilized and the control space is 

within the hoistway, approximately 85% of their time will be spent inside the hoistway. This is a 

dangerous job which all workers should be trained for. Similarly, firefighters are trained to deal specifically 

with fire conditions, however we also have a fire code to limit the possibility of fires and limit the exposure 

personnel will have in these situations. The MOA recognizes the importance of training elevator 

professionals but also seeks to limit the risks they will be exposed to where possible. 

 

Reason 2 addressed record keeping typically being kept within the control space. NEII commented that 

there is no requirement to do this. 

MOA Response: MOA has historically had an amendment to store records in the control room or control 

space, due to a history of records being lost. There is a provision that allows other locations to be 
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requested, but elevator manufacturers have not utilized this because the best location for the records is 

with the elevator. Therefore, to review these records, elevator personnel would need access to the 

hoistway. See AMC 23.75.8.6.1.7.2. 

 

Reason 3 addressed modernization concerns where there could be limitations on replacing the panel 

inside the hoistway. NEII asserts that this is not limited within the hoistway, and this concern is 

speculative. 

MOA Response: Agreed that there can be issues whether the control space is within the hoistway or not; 

however, alternative modernization options may not be able to be utilized in the existing control space 

panel dimensions. This could mean a thicker or larger panel would need to be installed. Thicker panels 

would lead to issues of clearance while larger panels would require cutting into a rated assembly, 

potentially needing additional trades to access the hoistway. Moving the control space outside the 

hoistway would allow larger panels to be installed and additional trades would not need to access the 

hoistway. In this way, the modernization effort can be cheaper and safer. 

 

Reason 4 recognizes that NFPA 70 Article 110.26 requires open and clear access to electrical panels 

and equipment, where the control space in the hoistway is often impeded by the elevator doors. NEII 

asserts that this is not an argument used in other jurisdictions. 

MOA Response: The elevator doors will often impede access to the control space when the door is in 

the open position. This requires that the doors be closed to access the panel. When NEII says this is not 

an argument in other jurisdictions, they ignore that the amendment to disallow a control space within the 

elevator hoistway has been adopted by New York City, Seattle, and California State. The language 

utilized by the MOA to propose this change is taken directly from the New York City local amendment. 

This has been determined by large jurisdictions throughout the United States as a dangerous condition. 

See attached amendment from New York City building code. 

This amendment in no way disallows the use of MRL’s but asks the industry to consider the safety of 

elevator personnel. From discussion with architects in Anchorage, this is not a request by designers to 

keep the control space in the elevator, but it is what is presented as the only alternative to requiring a 

machine room. 

Please consider this letter and recommend this amendment for adoption. 

 

Daniel King 

Engineering Services Manager 

Development Services Department 

 

 








