2050 Transportation Plan - Amendment 1 - Public Review Draft Comment Response Summary

4/10/2025

Date Comment Comr.'nent Staff Response AMATS TAC . AMATS PC Action
Received From Recommendation
1 2/4/2025|Looking at the memo, Table 13 is misleading. Having “Complete Streets and Active Transportation” include the vehicular lanes [Jason Norris Thank you for your comment. Staff recommends this comment [Committee supports staff
of travel is very misleading. It leads the reader to assume that the $1.4 billion in funding is actually going toward pedestrian be carried forward to the 2052 MTP update for consideration. |recommendation
and cyclist improvements when the vast majority of this funding is almost assuredly going to pavement for cars. The cost for
vehicular improvements should be split out from those for active transportation.
2 2/4/2025( The Safer Seward Highway Mile Post 98.5 to 118 Bird Flats to Rabbit Creek project should be removed from the TIP. By the Jason Norris The Safer Seward Highway Mile Post 98.5 to 118 Bird Flatsto  [No change
time this is constructed, it will have doubled in cost and it DOT&PF has not established that their preferred four lane treatment Rabbit Creek was removed from the TIP as part of amendment
will actually make the highway safer. They have refused to consider safer and cheaper alternatives such as the 2+1 style that #2.
serves many rural areas very well, increasing safety, and maintaining level of service. The fact that DOT&PF refuses to consider
anything by a 4-lane divided highway, unless it’s a 5-lane highway, speaks volumes about their inability to meet the public
where it is and where the state of the science in transportation engineering is. This design is overkill for a roadway carrying
10,000 vehicles per day and will lead to higher speeds and more crashes. DOT&PF also needs to update its traffic forecasting
methodologies to include induced demand. This is not unique to this project. It should be the standard for forecasts on all
projects.
3| 2/10/2025(1 am writing in support of MTP number CPS142 "Muldoon Road (Tudor to Glenn Hwy) - rehabilitate to add additional non- Mary McQuilkin Thank you for your comment and support. No change
motorized facilities and slow speeds." Northeast Anchorage has repeatedly been identified in planning documents as needing
improvements to promote safe non-motorized transportation, yet Muldoon Road requires additional improvements. The
pedestrian fatalities in 2024 demonstrate the hazards faced by community members as we walk to schools, workplaces, stores,
bus stops, or return home. More dense housing is actively under construction on Muldoon at E 11th Ct (behind Arby's). This
new development with dense housing units will further increase the need for safe infrastructure for walking, biking, and
accessing the bus routes.
4| 2/17/2025|At its regularly scheduled meeting on February 13, 2025, the Eagle River Community Council approved a motion in support of [Eagle River Community |Thank you for your comment and support. No change
AMATS 2050 Metropolitan Transportation Plan Amendment 1. Council
5| 2/24/2025|The AMATS Policy Committee requested the removal of the “Safer Seward” project, which was projected to cost over Thank you for your comment. No change
$90,224,000. The AMATS Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee supports this change and believes these funds should be AMATS BPAC
allocated to projects that improve the safety for vulnerable road users within the Anchorage Bowl, especially in priority areas
identified in the AMATS Safety Plan and Vision Zero effort.
6| 2/28/2025|The AMATS Community Advisory Committee (CAC) acknowledges the need for AMATS to produce a fiscally constrained budget|AMATS CAC Thank you for your comment. Staff recommends this comment [Committee supports staff
and acknowledges the high cost and lack of demonstrable funding from DOT for this section of the Seward Highway. This is the be carried forward to the 2052 MTP update and used as a recommendation
basis for removing the project from the 2050 Transportation Plan. However, the CAC also acknowledges the ongoing safety starting point for project development at this location.
hazards due to the high level of traffic and current road conditions. The committee believes that the policy committee should
find a more cost-effective project scope to include in the 2050 Transportation Plan to resolve these safety hazards.
7| 2/28/2025|The CAC encourages the Policy committee to ensure that any future safety improvements for the corridor are multimodal, AMATS CAC Thank you for your comment. Staff recommends this comment [Committee supports staff
including provisions for both motorized and non-motorized traffic. be carried forward to the 2052 MTP update and used as a recommendation
starting point for project development at this location.
8| 2/28/2025|The CAC encourages the Policy committee to make sure any improvements are compatible with the purposes of the two AMATS CAC Thank you for your comment. Staff recommends this comment [Committee supports staff
nearby protected areas: the Chugach State Park and the Coastal Wildlife Refuge be carried forward to the 2052 MTP update and used as a recommendation
starting point for project development at this location.
9 3/5/2025|The SCC understands that the AMATS Policy Committee requested the removal of the “Safer Seward” project, which was Spenard CC Thank you for your comment. No change
projected to cost over $90.2 million dollars. The SCC agrees that these funds should improve the safety, connectivity, and
accessibility for projects prioritized within the Anchorage Bowl.
10| 3/16/2025|We support Amendment 1 to the 2050 MTP, which removes the Seward Highway Bird Flats to Rabbit Bike Anchorage Thank you for your comment. Staff recommends this comment [Committee supports staff
Creek expansion project. If this project were to be built, we would continue advocating for it to include a be carried forward to the 2052 MTP update and used as a recommendation
separated bike path; but we do not believe that a bike path would be worth the expense, harm to natural starting point for project development at this location.
resources, additional maintenance burden, and perpetuation of car-centric transportation and planning
that would result from this highway expansion.
11| 3/16/2025|Instead, we urge DOT&PF to plan and fund projects to improve safety on the most dangerous roads in Bike Anchorage Thank you for your comment. Staff recommends forwarding Committee supports staff

the Anchorage area, particularly those that were identified as top priorities in the MOA and DOT&PF
action plan on roadway deaths (October 2024) and that are not already programmed in the 2050 MTP.

this comments to DOT&PF for consideration.
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12| 3/16/2025(I am writing in support of MTP number CPS142 “Muldoon Road (Tudor to Glenn Hwy) — rehabilitate to add additional non- Miles Brodsky Thank you for your comment and support. No change
motorized facilities and slow speeds. | support this project because | believe the biggest transportation improvement the State
can provide for North East Anchorage is to make Muldoon Rd a Complete-Street. As a year-round bike commuter from East
Anchorage to JBER, | have firsthand experience with the dangers our streets pose to anyone traveling outside of a vehicle. My
job involves jumping out of airplanes to rescue people in remote locations, and while I've faced many perilous situations,
cycling daily along Muldoon Road feels like the greatest threat to my safety.
13| 3/16/2025|I am also writing in support of project NM0288* East Tudor Road to Glenn Highway Pathway. | believe our multi-use paths are |Miles Brodsky Thank you for your comment and support. No change
the greatest aspect of this great city. However, they are not easily accessible by everyone. | feel that North East Anchorage is
especially cut-off from the multi-use trail even though we have relatively dense housing. Building this perimeter trail would tie
North East Anchorage's prize park (Chanshtnu Muldoon Park) into the rest of the city's multi-use trail system making it more
accessible to those who need it.
14| 3/16/2025(I am writing in support of project NM0288* East Tudor Road to Glenn Highway Pathway. As a homeowner in Northeast Mary McQuilkin Thank you for your comment and support. No change
Anchorage, | support the JBER perimeter trail to increase connectivity of our neighborhood to the Anchorage trail system. This
trail would help many (primarily low-income) children bike to school and encourage more of us adults to bike to work year-
round or get out to exercise more. Most of Anchorage has great trail connectivity, but our area has been left out of many of
these non-motorized infrastructure projects. In addition to the toll on our physical health from being sedentary and reliant on
cars for transportation, many of our neighbors have lost their lives when crossing Muldoon, with yet another hit and run just
this week. Our community deserves the same investment in non-motorized infrastructure that other parts of Anchorage have
benefited from so we can all safely get around without a car. or more from our neighborhood about work to support trails,
parks, and public art, see https://muldooncommunity.org
15| 3/16/2025|The Rabbit Creek Community Council (RCCC) appreciated the opportunity to review Rabbit Creek Community |[Thank you for your comemnt. No change
Amendment #1 to the Anchorage Metropolitan Transportation System (AMATS) Metropolitan Council
Transportation Plan 2050 (MTP 2050). At our March 13, 2025, meeting, RCCC voted to support
this Amendment with a revision described below, by a vote of 24 ayes, 0 nays, and 1 abstention.
16| 3/16/2025|Via Amendment #1, the AMATS Policy Committee has removed the northern section within the Rabbit Creek Community [Thank you for your comment. Staff recommends this comment |Committee supports staff
AMATS area from the larger Safer Seward Highway project. This is because the cost for this Council be carried forward to the 2052 MTP update and used as a recommendation
segment had tripled with an expansive design. AMATS was concerned that providing these starting point for project development at this location.
funds would compete with and overshadow critical safety upgrades to Anchorage’s most
dangerous urban roads used daily by residents from throughout our city. RCCC concurs with
this concern and thus the removal of this section. At the same time, public safety should not be all or nothing for this
important stretch of the Seward Highway. There are targeted safety improvements within the AMATS boundary that
could fit within AMATS fiscally constrained budget. Those targeted safety improvements for MP
115-118 need to be included in the MTP 2050 as a placeholder for funding in the near-term,
rather than left for some indefinite future. Thus, the MTP 2050 should include and advance cost-efficient, small footprint
alternative projects to address safety hazards and maintain the recreational and conservation values of
Potter Marsh, a state wildlife refuge and critical habitat. The segment from the DOTPF weigh
station to Rabbit Creek has had at least four fatalities in approximately the last decade, by local
memory. Potter Marsh has a relatively high rate of dangerous turning compared to other
segments, and certainly, the highest rate of wildlife strikes. RCCC proposes a new Project of
Targeted Safety Improvements for this section.
17| 3/19/2025|PUBLIC COMMENT: 2050 Transportation Plan - A public hearing for the Laid-On-The-Table Item 10.G.14, incorporated into the [Luca Smith This comment is related to the Long-range Transportation Committee supports staff
agenda of the Municipality of Anchorage Assembly Meeting held Tuesday, March 18, 2025 is scheduled for April 8, 2025...... Strategy that the MOA is working on and the Tax discussion recommendation
being held by the MOA Assembly. Those topics are outside the
pervue of AMATS. Staff recommends passing this comment
along to the MOA Planning department for consideration.
18| 3/18/2025|The Anchroage Assembly provided AR NO. 2025-37 adopting the recommendations submitted from the AMATS memo Anchorage Assembly Thank you for your comment and support. No change

provided to the TAC and PC in January 2025.
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