





Appendix B. Environmental Justice Evaluation 7

Figure 9. Proposed Highway-to-Highway Connection and Figure 10. Proposed Highway-to-Highway Connection and

Concentrations of Low-Income Households Concentrations of Minority Households

Note: The exact route of the highway-to-highway connection has not been determined. Note: The exact route of the highway-to-highway connection has not been determined.
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adjacent neighborhoods. Members of the LRTP
planning staff met several times with the
community councils of these neighborhoods to
discuss these issues. (See the LRTP public
involvement summary available on the website at

www.muni.org/ transplan.)

Several strategies resulting from this work have
been recommended for inclusion in the project
scope. Depressing the highway through the
majority of the corridor is one of the main strategies
designed to mitigate noise and visual impacts. The
freeway would also be covered at strategic
locations, allowing opportunities to develop parks
or open spaces on top of the freeway. Extensive use
of bridges is expected to improve pedestrian access
and reconnect neighborhoods currently divided
and isolated. After the connection is complete,
streets that are now heavily traveled (such as Ingra
and Gambell streets) could be converted into

pedestrian-friendly main streets.

Inevitably in a project such as the highway-to-
highway connection, low- to moderate-income
housing would be lost. It is the intent of AMATS to
actively explore replacing low- and moderate-
income housing through the construction of new
housing utilizing the federal housing provisions of
the Uniform Relocation and Real Property
Acquisition Policy Act of 1970.

Location of Existing and Future
Employment in Relation to Areas
of Low-Income and Minority
Concentrations

It is expected that future job growth will
continue to gravitate toward the areas of existing
job concentrations such as Downtown, Midtown,
and the University-Medical District. Existing (2002)
employment is shown in Figure 11. If the map of
projected 2025 job locations (Figure 12) is compared
to the maps of low-income and minority household
concentrations, it becomes apparent that there is no
problem with respect to the potential spatial
mismatch between future employment centers and
areas with high concentrations of low-income and
minority populations. In fact, low-income and
minority areas probably have better access to areas
of high employment growth than do higher-income
areas such as Chugiak-Eagle River and the Hillside.

One potential area of concern is the Ted Stevens
International Airport. According to the University
of Alaska Anchorage, Institute of Social and
Economic Research, the airport is expected to be a
major engine of economic growth in the next few
decades. Currently only one bus route serves the
airport (Route 7), and it only stops at the airport
once an hour. (Every other bus on this route skips

this stop.).

Conclusion

On the basis of the analysis described above,
AMATS has determined that the recommendations
contained in the 2025 LRTP do not have a
disproportional impact on areas of high
concentration of low-income and minority
populations. Furthermore, the LRTP duly considers
the transportation needs of low-income and
minority populations and provides many
recommendations that will substantially benefit

these populations.
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Figure 11. 2002 Employment Figure 12. Projected 2025 Employment
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