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FIREWISE SELF-ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST

Remember, progress starts with action. Tackle what you can, and don’t be afraid to team up with friends and neighbors for the bigger jobs.
Every item you check off your list is a win for your home and your community.
Start small. Keep going. It all counts.

Within the 0-15 feet from your home:

Remove any conifers or dry/dead vegetation within the first 15 feet of your home’s exterior (this includes limbs)
Edge your home with gravel or small plants and flowers that are resistant to fire

Remove any needles, leaves, lichens, branches, or other debris from your roof and gutters

Remove organic debris that collects in cracks or materials such as your foundation, sidewalks, and driveway
Remove all combustible items from deck surfaces and underneath decking and stairs

Within 15-30 feet from your home:
Thin conifers so they are at least 15 feet apart
Trim limbs of any mature conifers to at least 6-8 feet from the ground
Remove shrubs from underneath trees
Remove all dry or dead vegetation

From 30-100 feet from your home:

Thin conifers so they are at least 10-15 feet apart

Thin black spruce clusters so they are either less than 10 feet in diameter or spaced more than 15 feet apart

Trim limbs of any mature conifers to at least 6-8 feet from the ground

Remove shrubs from underneath trees

] Remove all dry or dead vegetation

[l * On slopes greater than 30%, space conifers more than 15 feet apart, reduce black spruce cluster size/increase distance between clusters

General Landscaping & Maintenance:

[l Maintain your lawn at 3 inches or less and keep both lawn and trees well-watered
Dispose of flammable debris on your property
(examples: old lumber/pallets/scrap wood, downed branches & twigs, piles of brush or yard waste, trash piles)
Trim tree branches to ensure that there is at least a 15-foot clearance between your chimney and other branches
Cap your chimney with a spark arrestor
Install screens on exterior vents, such as attic openings
Place reflective numbers that are at least 4 inches high on your house and/or at the end of your driveway
Clear vegetation alongside your driveway or along the road edge to protect your means of evacuation
Move firewood stacks so they are at least 30 feet from your home and make sure there is a 10 feet clearance around the stack(s)
Do not stack firewood underneath trees or on the downhill side of your property
Create a 10-foot clearance around any fuel tanks and modify the cribbing with non-combustible material
Keep storage areas (sheds, garages, etc.) clean; do not accumulate combustibles such as oily rags and newspapers
Ensure your driveway is at least 12 feet wide with a turnaround to aid emergency vehicle access

Thank you for taking action to make your property—and our community—more resilient to wildfire!

Is your property Firewise? Let us know!

Complete our quick online form to notify us, and we’ll schedule a visit from one of our firefighters to personally congratulate you on your
efforts.

Tracking Firewise homes helps us measure the success of our program and identify where to focus future outreach and support. Your
participation makes a difference!

Have a question? Email wildfire@muni.org and we will work to help you!


mailto:wildfire@muni.org
mailto:wildfire@muni.org

