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Submitted by: Assemblymembers YON
GEMMINGEN and Tremaine
Prepared by: Assembly Office
For reading: MAY 23. 2000

7J <1\9\ :>k 3)-AD
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

AO NO. 2000-71 (5)

AN ORDINANCE OF THE ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL ASSEMBLY AMENDING
ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL CODE TITLE 21 REGULATING COMMUNITY AND LOCAL
INTEREST TOWERS

THE ANCHORAGE ASSEMBLY ORDAINS-

Section 1: That AMC Section 21.35.020 is hereby amended to add the following
definition:

UtilitY substation means. for the ~u!:Qoses of telecommunications facilities.
an enclosure made of metal or other material no greater than 240 cubic feet in size.

Section 2: That AMC Section 21.45.265 of the Anchorage Municipal Code is
amended to read as follows:

21.45.265 Community and local interest towers

A General provisions

1. - 3. No change

4 Collocation I
C\ ," b. No C/)(;U\,qe,
~ All communitY ~d local interest towers shall, for a

reasonable comRensation, be made available for use b~
as man~ other licensed carriers as can be technicall~
collocated thereon when the Rublic convenience and
necessit,¥ reQuire this use and the use will not result in
substantial inju~ to the owner, or in substantial
detriment to the service to the customers of the owners,
All licensed carriers shall cooRerate with each other in
collocating additional facilities uRon such towers. All
licensed carriers shall exercise good faith in collocating
with other licensed carriers and in the sharing of towers,
including the sharing of technical information to
evaluate the feasibilitY of collocation, In the event that
a disRute arises as to whether a licensed carrier has
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exercised good faith in allowing other licensed carriers
to collocate uQon its tower. the administrative official will
determine whether or not the Municip;al~ will intercede
on the aDQlicant's behalf with the state r~ulato~ bod~
for an order reQuiring interconnection. This covenant of
good faith and fair dealing shall be a condition of an~
Qermit issued ~ursuant to this ChaQter for a tower.

~ The willful and knowing failure of an antenna or tower
owner to agree to shared use or to negotiate in good
faith with Dotential users shall be cause for the
withholding of future germits to the same antenna or
tower owner to install. build. or mod~ antennae or
antenna SUD~ort structure within the Municigal~ and
Dossible forfeiture of continued use of the existing
~

5. - 8. No change

9. No change to current paragraph 9 - letter only2.:.

~ EMF standards. The a~~licant shall com~l~ with Federal
standards for EMF emissions. Within six (6) months
after the issuance of its oDerational cermit. the a~~licant
shall submit a Droject imDlementation re~ort which
Drovides cumulative field measurements of radio
freauenc~ (EMF) ~ower densities of all antennas
installed at the subiect site. The re~ort shall guant~ the
EMF emissions and com~are the results with
established Federal standards. Said re~ort shall be
subject to review and a~~roval b~ the administrative
official for consistenc~ with the ~roject ~ro~osal re~ort
and the adoDted Federal standards. If on review the
administrative official finds that the antenna does not
meet Federal standards. the administrative official ma~
revoke or mod~ the ~ermit. The a~~licant shall be
given a reasonable time based on the nature of the
~roblem to com~l~ with the Federal standards. If the
Dermit is revoked. then the facili~ shall be removed.
within 30 da~s.

10 No change

~ Tower a~~licatjon

An aQDlicant for a tower Qermit must Qregare and
submit to the administrative official designated Dursuant

§..



to section 21.10.005 an alternatives analvsis. This
anal~sis shall ident~ all reasonable. technicallv
feasible. alternative locations and/or facilities which
could ~rovide the ~ro~osed telecommunication service
and shall address each criteria set forth in 21.50.280.0.
The intention of the alternatives anal~sis is to Dresent
alternative strat~ies which would minimize the number.
size. and adverse environmental im~acts of facilities
necessa~ to ~rovide the needed services to the
Munici~ality. The anal~sis shall address the ~otential for
collocation and the ~otential to locate facilities as close
as ~ossible to the intended service area. It shall also
ex~lain the rationale for selection of the DroDosed site
in view of the relative merits of an~ of the feasible
alternatives. A~~roval of the ~roiect is subiect to the
administrative official making a finding that the
~ro~osed site results in fewer or less severe
environmental imDacts than anv feasible alternative
site. In the event that a dis~ute arises as to whether a
licensed carrier has exercised aood faith in Derformina
the alternatives anal~sis. the administrative official mav
reQuire third ~a~ technical verification of the analvsis
at the a~~licant's ex~ense. All alternatives analvsis
submitted ~ursuant to this section shall remain
confidential.
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~ Fees. Each ~ermit granted Dursuant to this ChaDter shall
contain a condition which reQuires the cermittee to
reimburse the MuniciDal~ for all direct and indirect
ex~enses reasonabl~ incurred in connection with the
modification. amendment. or transfer of the Dermit.
Each ~ermittee shall be reauired to reimburse the
Munici~al~ for all direct and indirect eXDenses not
otherwise covered b~ Dermit aDDlication fees
reasonabl~ incurred while reviewina. insDecting. and
su~ervising the construction. installation. and/or
maintenance of an antenna facilitY authorized bv a
~ermit granted ~ursuant to this ChaDter. Costs incurred
b~ the Munici~alitv in reSDonse to any emeraencv at the
facil~ shall be included within the reimbursable
ex~enses.

Permit limitations. ADD roved Dermits issued bv the
MuniciQal~ for antennas and towers shall be restricted
b~ the following Qermit limitation:

Q..
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B~ December 31 of each ~ear. each
tower and antenna owner shall Drovide
the MuniciDalitv with an inventory of all of
said ~rovider's existina wireless
telecommunications towers and antennas
or a~~roved sites for such facilities that
are either within the MuniciDalitv or within
one mile of the border thereof.

L

Construction of a tower shall commence
within one l1) vear from the date of the
~ermit's aooroval. with oooortunitv for a
six-month extension. If not used within
one ~ear. or within the extension Deriod.
the ~ermit shall become null and void.

~

Permit revocation. An antenna or tower oermit
shall be revoked for the followina:

g..

~ Construction. and/or maintenance
o~eration of an antenna or tower at an
unauthorized location:

~ Construction or oDeration of an antenna
or tower in violation of anv of the terms
and conditions of this ChaDter or the
conditions attached to the Dermit:

Misre~resentation bv or on behalf of an
a~~licant. Dermittee. or wireless
communications service Drovider in anv
a~~lication or written or oral statement
u~on which the administrative official
substantiall~ relies in making the decision
to grant. review or amend anv oermit
~ursuant to this ChaDter:

~

~ Abandonment of an antenna or tower as
set forth in this ChaDter:

~ Failure to relocate or remove facilities as
reQuired in this ChaDter: or

Failure to DromDtlv cure a violation of the
terms or conditions of the ~ermit.

~
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~ Removal bond. Each tower and antenna owner shall be
reQuired tQ ~ost a bond with the Munici~ali~ of sufficient
size to reimburse the Munici~al~ for all direct and
indirect ex~enses associated with removal of al
antennas and towers the~ own which are covered b~this
title and reclamation of the site UDon which the~ are
located to itJs~rior condition. This bond is for use in the
event that the owner abandons the structurels) or the
administrative ~ermit is revoked and the MuniciDali~
and/or land owner is not able to recover sufficient funds
to remove the structurels) and reclaim the site.

~ Setback reQuirements

Subsections a and b of this section shall aDDI~ onl~with resDect
to communi~ and local interest towers constructed or
~ro~osed to be constructed after May 24.2000.

§:. Within or ad'acent to residentially zoned (R 1
through R-11. R-O. D-2. and 0-3) or PLI orooertv.
all towers shall be set back from residences bv a
minimum of five hundred (500) feet or two hundred (200)
p:ercent of the height of the oroDosed tower. whichever
is greater.

~ Towers shall be set back from all schools and licensed
child care facilities b~ a minimum of five hundred (500)
feet or two hundred (200) Rercent of the height of the
~roRosed tower. whichever is greater. Conversel~. no
school or licensed da~ care facil~ ma~ be located within
five hundred (500) feet of an existing tower or two
hundred (200) ~ercent of the height of the Rro~osed
tower. whichever is greater.

Towers shall not be re-oerrnitted either in or on any
building or structure within an area of the municiDali~
zoned residential (R1 through R-11. R-O. 0-2. and 0-3)
or PLI excegt through a conditional use Derrnit.

~

~.[11] No change to current section 11 - renumber only

B No change

c No change

Site alan. A site ~Ian shall be oreoared for all communitv interest and
local interest towers.

~



Contents. A site glan will follow the standards for conditional
use in 21.50.280. The site glan must be DreDared and
aggroved b~ the director of communitY Dlanning and
develoDment or his designee which demonstrates that the
tower owner will not have a germanent or negative imDact on
those items listed in this subsection substantiall~ greater than
that antici~ated from germitted residential develogment nor be
a ~ublic nuisance.
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~

The character of the neighborhood.~

~ Com~liance with an~ agglicable neighborhood or
communiW covenants.

Visual and other forms of environmental Rollution.~

~ Furtherance of the goals and ~olicies of the
com~rehensive develo~ment ~Ian and conformance to
the ~Ian in the manner r~uired b~ cha~ter 21.05.

2.. Procedure for a~~roval. At least 35 da~s before acting on a
tower site ~Ian aDDlication under this section. the director of
commun~ Dlanning and develogment shall ~ublish notice of
the a~~lication in a news~a~er of general circulation in the
munici~al~. The notice shall state the names of the
a~~licants and the '~a' descri~tion of the land subiect to the
aD~lication. Such notice. including a ma~ of the vicin~. shall
also be ~rovided to an~ official~ re~nized commun~ council
whose bounda~ encom~asses the tower site and to owners of
Drooertv within 500 feet of the Dro~osed site. Following timel~
notice of the site Dlan. the communi~ council has 35 da~s to
res~ond from the date of the letter. The director of commun~
Dlanning and develoDment shall take action on the site Qlan
within 50 da~s of the site Dlan aDQlication submission date.

~ A~~eals. A decision of the director of commun~ ~Ianning and
develo~ment or his designee under the autho~ set forth in
this subsection is final unless a~~ealed within 15 da~s to the
~Ianning and zoning commission. An a~~eal ma~ be filed b~
the a~~licant or b~ a ~etition of at least one-third of the owners
(excluding rights-of-wa~) of the Qrivatel~ owned land within 500
feet of the tower site. In the event of a~~eal. the ~Ianning and
zoning commission shall. in accordance with section
21.15.005. hold a ~ublic hearing at its next available meeting
and a~~I~ the standards of this section. An aDDeal from a
decision of the ~Ianning and zoning commission ma~ be
brought in accordance with section 21.30.01 O.B.
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Section 3: This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon passage and

approval.

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Anchorage Assembly this day of
0,2000.

Chair

ATTEST:

Municipal Clerk
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