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YX/HY IS THIS OUR LANE?

School districts “make and unmake” neighborhoods, acting as
planners through school facilities decisions. (Bierbaum 2018)

“Conversations about reuse... tend to treat school closures as
education decisions, but that’s too narrow of a view that can
actually hamper trust-building with communities, because
schools are not only educational infrastructure - they are
social, political, and physical infrastructure in neighborhoods.”

> & SCHOOL CLOSURE IS A LAND USE DECISION.



A NATIONWIDE CHALLENGE
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CLOSURE CAN BEINTENTIONAL
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PRINCIPLES TO CONSIDER
consultation early and often with the

people closest to the impact of policies

clarity among government entities for
@ better outcomes & increased trust

preservation of public use, benefit, and/or
ownership in reuse plans
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POLICY GUIDELINES &
DEFINED PROCESS

SITE TOURS &
COMMUNITY MEETINGS

TECHNICAL ASSESSMENTS
& CLEAR RFP’S

PARTICIPATORY PROPOSAL
EVALUATIONS

CONTRACT TERMS &
ACCOUNTABILITY



QUESTIONS?
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