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       June 15, 2023 
 
The Members of the Anchorage Assembly 
P.O. Box 196650 
Anchorage, Alaska 99519-6650 
 
 
 
     Re: A.0. 2023-71 Public Comment 
 
Dear Honorable Members of the Anchorage Assembly: 
 
 Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above referenced ordinance. The 
Alcohol and Marijuana Control Office (AMCO) writes in general support of  A.O. 2023-
71. However, we also write to express concern that, as written, the Ordinance greatly 
impacts AMCO’s ability to implement SB 9 on the statutorily required time schedule.  
For this reason, we suggest A.O. 2023-71 be amended to exempt from the definition of 
“application” certain actions that should not be subject to the protest process. These 
actions fall into one of three categories: (1) mandatory license conversions; (2) 
mandatory conversion of licenses upon application; and (3) applications for standalone 
endorsements when the conduct authorized by the endorsements have already been vetted 
and approved under the Municipality’s current process. Last, we suggest minor edits and 
request the Assembly to review a recently issued decision from the Office of 
Administrative Hearings that will guide how the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board 
(“ABC Board”) addresses conditional protests.  
 
Background 
 
 As your ordinance and Assembly Memorandum 455-2023 recognize, Governor 
Dunleavy has signed Senate Bill 9 into law, which modernizes the license structure 
available to alcoholic beverage licensees in Anchorage and across the State. The now 
enacted law provides the ABC Board and AMCO until January 1, 2024, to implement the 
vast majority of the changes to these licenses. Applicants for licenses will not be 
permitted to apply to AMCO until September 1, 2023. As such, our office has to examine 
and process, and the ABC Board has to approve, applications within 120 days. That is an 
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extremely tight timeframe that leaves little opportunity to coalesce the implementation 
process with local government procedures as usual.  
 
 We include with this memorandum Sections 168 through 177 of SB 9, which 
describe the actions the Board must take and its timeframe for doing so. As such, we 
respectfully propose the following amendments. 
 
Amendment to the Definition of Application 
 
 As proposed in Section 3.30.121 of AO No. 2023-71, application means, “an 
application to issue, renew, transfer location, or transfer to another person, an alcoholic 
beverage license, an alcoholic beverage license with one or more endorsement, or an 
endorsement, or to protest the continued operation of a license.”1  
 
 We request that you exempt from the definition of “application,” 
 

• Any automatic conversion of a license as described in Section 169(b); 
• Any automatic conversion of a license upon application as described in 

Section 169(c); 
• Any automatic conversion of a license with or without an application as 

described in Section 169(d); and 
• Any separate application by a current licensee for the following 

endorsements:  
 

• manufacturer sampling endorsements; 
• hotel or motel endorsements where the licensee currently 

operates a hotel or motel as defined under SB 9 and currently 
holds a beverage dispensary or a beverage dispensary tourism 
license; 

• restaurant endorsements where the licensee already holds a 
restaurant designation permit; 

• bowling alley endorsements where the licensee currently operates 
a bowling alley and currently holds a beverage dispensary or a 
beverage dispensary tourism license: 

• package store shipping endorsements; 
•  package store repackaging endorsements; 
•  package store delivery endorsements; and 
• brewery repackaging endorsements. 

 

 
1 As an initial matter, we are confused about the inclusion of “or to protest the continued operation of a 
license,” because that is not an “application,” per se. It is a protest of an existing license. We recommend that 
this language be struck from the definition. 
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Providing these exceptions does not compromise the Municipality’s protest rights, 
because, as a body, the Assembly has already approved the licenses and licensed 
activities. The right to protest would continue for new licenses, transfer licenses (to 
person and location), renewal licenses, and protests of continued operations. 
 
Additional Requested Amendments  
 
 At Section 2.30.121, we suggest the following:  
 

• Definition of AMCO – strike “the administrative office of” 
• Definition of ABC Board – define as the Alcoholic Beverage Control 

Board as authorized under AS 04.06. 
 
 
 At Section 2.30.122, we suggest the following: 
 
 

• Receipt of Notice of application.  Last sentence before numerals, strike 
“designated by the state” and replace with “required under AS 04.11.480.” 

 
 At Section 10.50.006, we suggest the following:  
 

• (B)(1) Action by the Chief of Police.  The Anchorage Police Department 
has authority to inspect licensed premises not only for compliance with 
conditions the Municipality requests to be placed on the license, but with 
all requirements for licensed activities. As such, please insert after with “the 
license or” 

 
Recent OAH Decision 
 
 We believe some members of this body are already aware of the recent decision 
for In The Matter of LED Ultra Lounge & Grill, LLC, OAH No. 22-0846-ABC.  This 
decision analyzes whether the Municipality’s conditional protest procedures were 
arbitrary, capricious, and unreasonable. We suggest no amendments to the Ordinance at 
this time. However, please be aware the ABC Board will be guided by this decision when 
it reviews conditional protests in the future.  
 
Conclusion 
 
 While these recommendations are substantial, we at AMCO applaud the 
Municipality’s effort to clarify and simplify municipal code. Anchorage currently has 435 
active alcohol licenses that will most definitely be impacted by your efforts to streamline 
and clarify the municipal process.  Eliminating duplicative language within municipal 
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code will allow for more efficient reviews, which will provide improved service to 
alcohol business licensees within the municipality.   
 
 This ordinance will also facilitate better internal licensing procedures which will 
provide an opportunity for clearer communication between all stakeholders such as 
community councils, local law enforcement, AMCO, and the public at large.     
 
 We welcome the opportunity to work with you and the Mayor’s Office to best 
serve our licensed businesses and the citizens of Anchorage.   
 
 
       Sincerely, 
 

       
       Joan M. Wilson 
       Director 
        
 
cc: The Honorable David Bronson, Mayor 
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