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ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 
AR No. 2026-98, As Amended 

A RESOLUTION OF THE ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL ASSEMBLY IN SUPPORT 1 
OF ALASKA HOUSE BILL 101 THAT WOULD RAISE THE AGE OF SEXUAL 2 
CONSENT TO 18, AND URGING THE ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE TO PASS 3 
SUCH LEGISLATION THIS SESSION.  4 

5 
WHEREAS, under current Alaska law, the age of sexual consent is 16, meaning 6 
that adults may legally engage in sexual activity with 16- and 17-year-olds; and  7 

8 
WHEREAS, Alaska House Bill 101 (HB 101), sponsored by Representative Andrew 9 
Gray, would raise the age of consent to 18 and provide clearer statutory protections 10 
for minors; and  11 

12 
WHEREAS, HB 101 includes close-in-age exemptions for 16- and 17-year-old 13 
victims to ensure that consensual relationships among their peers are not 14 
criminalized, while targeting predatory conduct by older adults; and  15 

16 
WHEREAS, advocates, law enforcement, and victim service organizations have 17 
indicated that raising the age of consent would improve the ability to prosecute 18 
sexual abuse and trafficking involving minors; and  19 

20 
WHEREAS, minors involved in relationships with significantly older individuals are 21 
more likely to experience coercion, manipulation, and unequal power dynamics that 22 
limit their ability to make informed decisions; and  23 

24 
WHEREAS, these situations are associated with measurable negative outcomes, 25 
including increased risk of trauma, mental health challenges, substance abuse, and 26 
disruption to education and long-term stability; and  27 

28 
WHEREAS, gaps in current law can be and have been used by adults to target 29 
minors specifically because of the existing age threshold, limiting timely intervention 30 
by families, educators, and law enforcement; and  31 

32 
WHEREAS, this legal framework places the burden on minors to demonstrate lack 33 
of consent in cases of sexual assault, complicating prosecution and potentially 34 
enabling exploitation; and  35 

36 
WHEREAS, Alaska continues to experience high rates of sexual violence, and 37 
policies that reduce preventable harm to minors are a basic public safety 38 
responsibility; and  39 

40 
WHEREAS, the bill received overwhelming support in the House and was approved 41 
39-0 before being sent to the Senate for consideration in May of 2025 where it was42 
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referred to the Judiciary and Finance committees and has [not] been heard by the 1 
Senate Judiciary Committee at three meetings, which received several letters 2 
of support including from the Anchorage Police Department and Victims for 3 
Justice, but has not been [or] moved out of that committee to date; and 4 

5 
WHEREAS, HB 101 is a narrowly focused and well-understood policy change that 6 
is ready for action, and does not require inclusion in a broader or more complex 7 
public safety package in order to move forward; and  8 

9 
WHEREAS, delaying action by holding HB 101 in the Senate prolongs known gaps 10 
in protection, and each year of delay results in additional minors being exposed to 11 
preventable harm; and  12 

13 
WHEREAS, the Anchorage Assembly has an obligation to advocate for clear, 14 
enforceable standards that protect young people and support effective enforcement 15 
of the law.  16 

17 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE ANCHORAGE ASSEMBLY RESOLVES: 18 

19 
Section 1. The Anchorage Assembly supports the passage of Alaska House Bill 20 
101 and urges the Alaska State Senate to move HB 101 from committee, the Alaska 21 
State Legislature to pass the bill before the 34th Legislature concludes, and the 22 
Governor to sign it into law.   23 

24 
Section 2. The Assembly affirms its commitment to policies that protect minors 25 
from exploitation and strengthen accountability for offenders.  26 

27 
Section 3. The Assembly requests that the Chair Claman move the bill out of 28 
committee or the Senate leadership use its authority under the uniform rules 29 
to discharge HB101 out of the Senate Judiciary Committee and bring to the 30 
Senate floor for a vote. 31 

32 
[Section 3.] Section 4. The Legislative Services Office is directed to transmit a 33 
copy of this resolution to the Alaska State Legislature, the Governor of the State of 34 
Alaska, and relevant stakeholders.   35 

36 
This resolution shall be effective immediately upon passage and approval by the 37 
Assembly.   38 

39 
PASSED AND APPROVED by the Anchorage Assembly this 14th day of April, 2026. 40 

41 
42 
43 

Chair 44 
 ATTEST: 45 

46 
47 
48 

Municipal Clerk 49 



MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE 
ASSEMBLY INFORMATIONAL MEMORANDUM 

No. AIM 48-2026 

Meeting Date:  April 14, 2026 

From: Assembly Member Yarrow Silvers 1 
2 

Subject: Opinion Essays relating to House Bill 101 3 
4 

For the Assembly’s consideration, please see the attached opinions recently 5 
published in the Alaska Landmine and the Anchorage Daily News: 6 

7 
1. Opinion: Alaskans deserve a vote in the Senate on raising the age of consent8 

to 18 from 16, written by Keeley Olson, Executive Director of Standing9 
Together Against Rape (STAR), published by the Alaska Landmine on April 3,10 
2026, and found online here: https://alaskalandmine.com/landmines/alaskans-11 
deserve-a-vote-in-the-senate-on-raising-the-age-of-consent-to-18-from-16/12 

13 
2. Opinion: Alaska’s age-of-consent loophole puts teens at risk – and a fix is14 

stuck in the state Senate, written by Laura Norton-Cruz, Bianca Cross and15 
Scott Kendall, published by Anchorage Daily News on April 5, 2026, and found16 
online here: https://www.adn.com/opinions/2026/04/05/opinion-alaskas-age-of-17 
consent-loophole-puts-teens-at-risk-and-a-fix-is-stuck-in-the-state-senate/18 

19 
20 
21 

Prepared by: Legislative Services Office 22 
23 

Respectfully submitted: Yarrow Silvers, Assembly Member 24 
District 5, East Anchorage 25 
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