Resolution 2022-01
Northeast Community Council (NECC)

January 20, 2022
Assembly Reapportionment

WHEREAS, the Northeast Community Council (NECC) is the Community Council that is
the voice of the people of Northeast Anchorage and includes the following boundaries:

& Mortheast Community Council g
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WHEREAS, according to Census data, Northeast Anchorage has one of the most
ethnically and racially diverse populations in the United States;

WHEREAS, according to Census data, the Northeast Community Council area has a
population of 29,266;

WHEREAS, The target population per district is 48,541. The total deviation in actual
population to target population must be less than 10% (federal law), and ideally less
than 5%.

WHEREAS, Northeast Anchorage is a distinct and socioeconomically integrated area
with strong neighborhood identities very different than that of Eagle River;

WHEREAS, Northeast Anchorage is home to many active-duty service members and
Veterans who frequent the businesses and services provided along Muldoon Rd and
near the Joint Base ElImendorf Richardson (JBER) Muldoon Rd. gate;



WHEREAS, in the past, portions of Northeast Anchorage have been included within the
Eagle River district that is not socioeconomically similar and have very different
legislative interests;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the NECC respectfully asks the Anchorage
Assembly to:

1. Protect our neighborhoods and maintain our neighborhood ties by
including the entire NECC boundaries within one Assembly District;

2. Include Bartlett High School in our District to keep it connected to the
families it serves.

Date: January 20, 2022

Votes for: 10 Votes Against: 0 Abstain: 1
Motion Passes / Motion Does Not Pass
President: Secretary: WV\MMM

T’Shalla Baker Rachel Boudreau



HALO Reapportionment Resolution
Resolution to Defend the Representation of the Hillside

WHEREAS, the HOME AND LANDOWNERS ORGANIZATION is dedicated to the advancement of issues related to
living in the Hillside area of the Municipality of Anchorage. We promote the Anchorage Hillside rural way of life in
a community of low density so that the character of the community experience remains; and

WHEREAS, our community is bound by the Hillside District Plan and represented by five Community Councils; and

WHEREAS, our community bond relies on our shared community experience and location. Lot size, drinking water
source, nor street maintenance source are not an important factor in our community definition. Our community is
linked by lifestyle, shared location, and homestead history; and

WHEREAS, the Hillside has no community connection i.e., schools, churches, parks, shared stores, coffee shops, or
community activities with Eagle River; and this connection between Hillside and Eagle River is only similar to any
other part of the Municipality; and

WHEREAS, the population of Eagle River far outweighs the population on the Hillside proposed to move and
therefore would divide our community and not represent the residents of the Hillside; and

WHEREAS, the Anchorage Assembly must conduct Reapportionment after declaring itself malapportioned
November 23, 2021, and has six months to reapportion itself and the Anchorage Assembly’s Reapportionment
Committee has presented ten maps for review; and

WHEREAS, Reapportionment must consider 1) Districts must be compact, contiguous and a relatively integrated
socioeconomic area, 2) The principle of equal protection and “one person, one vote” must be maintained; and

WHEREAS, five of the maps remove portions of the Hillside and joins them with District 2 (Eagle River) which would
remove a compact and contiguous district, and does not maintain ‘one person one vote’; and

WHEREAS HALO does not support maps that divides our community citing lot size as a division in our community.
We do not support bringing all or portions of Hillside into District 2; and

NOW THEREFORE be it resolved that HALO urges the Assembly to support our community identity and allow the
Hillside to stay separate from Eagle River in our representation urging the support of maps that keep the Hillside in
District 6.

NOW THEREFORE be it resolved that HALO supports maps that keep the Hillside Districts together in one assembly
district. Maps presented which keep the lower and upper Hillside together represent our community and forms a
compact, contiguous, and socioeconomic integrated district.

Resolved this 3™ day of February 2022 by unanimous vote

Katie Nolan
President Home and Landowners Organization



Birchwood Community Council

P.O. Box 670984 « Chugiak, AK 99567-0984
birchwoodcouncil@gmail.com

Resolution 2022-2-3

The Birchwood Community Council resolves that the Assembly extend public
testimony for 2021 district reapportionment 30 days to allow community councils to
discuss the current reapportionment maps within the restraints of their bylaws.

2021-2022 board: Debbie Ossiander, Co-Chair; Matt Cruickshank, Co- Chair, Road Board rep;
Val Jokela, Secretary and Treasurer; Gretchen Wehmhoff: Secretary for Publicity, FCC rep;
Barbara Trost, Parks and Rec rep; Patty Friend, Member at large



HILLSIDE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
1057 West Fireweed Lane, Suite 100
Anchorage, AK 99503

February 8, 2022

To:  Anchorage Assembly
Assembly Reapportionment Committee Members

RE: Reapportionment of the Anchorage Hillside neighborhood

The Hillside Community Council (HCC) Board of Directors appreciates the opportunity to provide
input on the process of Municipal Reapportionment. We understand that the Draft Maps are still under
consideration and revision; therefore, the HCC is not endorsing a specific map at this time. Our
comments in this document are specifically intended to address any Draft Maps that divide the
Anchorage Hillside by removing a portion of its residents from District 6 and reapportion them into
District 2 (Eagle River).

The Hillside is a cohesive, well-established neighborhood within the city of Anchorage, with many
shared connections among its residents, including but not limited to schools, programs, community
outreach groups, sports and neighborhood organizations, and more.

We believe that Eagle River is its own separate and unique community within the municipality, with
its own specific needs and issues. Additionally, Eagle River has no common community connections
with Hillside residents.

We believe that combining an estimated 12,000 Hillside residents with the population of Eagle River
will produce a disproportionate district. As a result, the reapportioned Hillside residents would be
unfairly underrepresented in the new district, and their Assemblyperson would likely be someone
unfamiliar with their neighborhood and community’s specific needs.

In addition, representatives from the Boards of HCC, Huffman/O’Malley Community Council, Rabbit
Creek Community Council and the Anchorage Home and Landowners Organization (HALO) attended
a District 6 Constituents’ meeting on February 5", to discuss reapportionment. All representatives in
attendance expressed support for keeping the Hillside neighborhood intact, and opposed grouping a
portion of the Hillside residents with Eagle River.

The HCC Board of Directors respectfully requests that the Reapportionment Committee and
Anchorage Assembly keep the Hillside’s cohesive neighborhood intact, and not approve or
recommend a map(s) that combines a portion of the Hillside with Eagle River.

Respectfully submitted,
Carmela Warfield, P nt
Hillside Community oard of Directors



HOCC Reapportionment Resolution
Resolution to Support the South Anchorage and Hillside Community

WHEREAS, the Huffman O’Malley Community Council (HOCC) is dedicated to the advancement of issues related to living in the
South Anchorage and Hillside area of the Municipality of Anchorage. We promote the character of our shared community
experience and interests; and

WHEREAS, the Hillside is a well-established, cohesive neighborhood whose residents share neighborhood road connections and
many common community connections; and

WHEREAS, Hillside is one neighborhood and our community is bound by the Hillside District Plan and represented by five
Community Councils; and

WHEREAS, our community bond relies on our shared community experience and location. Neither lot size, drinking water source,
or street maintenance source are important factors in our community definition. Our community is linked by lifestyle, shared
location, close road access, and homestead history; and

WHEREAS, the Hillside has little community connection i.e., schools, churches, parks, shared stores and coffee shops, or
community activities with Eagle River; and this connection between Hillside and Eagle River is only similar to any other part of the
Municipality; and

WHEREAS, the population of Eagle River far outweighs the population on the Hillside proposed to move and therefore would
divide our community and not represent the residents of the Hillside; and

WHEREAS, the Anchorage Assembly must conduct Reapportionment after declaring itself malapportioned . That declaration was
made November 23, 2021, and the deadline is to complete activity within six months to reapportion itself. We do not understand
the rush to adopt maps with little time for boundary review. Anchorage Assembly’s Reapportionment Committee has presented
ten maps for review on February 9th, but these maps may not be the maps under consideration. This process seems rushed; and

WHEREAS, Reapportionment must consider 1) Districts must be compact, contiguous and a relatively integrated socioeconomic
area, 2) The principle of equal protection and “one person, one vote” must be maintained.

WHEREAS , five of the maps remove portions of the Hillside and joins them with District 2 (Eagle River) which would remove a
compact and contiguous district, does not keep common community interests together, and does not maintain ‘one person one

vote’; and

WHEREAS HOCC does not support maps that divide our community citing lot size as a division in our community. We do not
support bringing all or portions of Hillside into District 2.

NOW THEREFORE be it resolved that HOCC urges the Assembly to support our community identity and allow the Hillside to stay
separate from Eagle River in our representation. HOCC supports maps that keep the Hillside in District 6.

NOW THEREFORE be it resolved that HOCC supports reapportioned districts which keep the lower and upper Hillside together
forming a district with boundaries similar to the Hillside District Plan and with road access to support community functions and a

compact, contiguous, and socioecanomically integrated district.
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RABBIT CREEK COMMUNITY COUNCIL (RCCC)

A Forum for Respectful Communication & Community Relations

RESOLUTION AND COMMENTS FROM THE RABBIT CREEK COMMUNITY COUNCIL
ON THE 2022 ASSEMBLY REAPPORTIONMENT PROCESS

At our February 10, 2022 meeting, the Rabbit Creek Community Council (RCCC) discussed
draft maps currently under consideration for the required Assembly Reapportionment process.
In doing so, the RCCC reminds the Assembly Reapportionment Committee that: legal
requirements compel the Committee to create districts which are “compact and contiguous
territory containing as nearly as practicable a relatively integrated socioeconomic area”
{Municipality of Anchorage Code of Ordinance, Part |, Article 1V, Section 4.01). By a vote of 26
yeas, 3 nays, and 1 abstention, RCCC approved the following resolution:

RESOLUTION
The Rabbit Creek Community Council:

e Affirms that the re-apportionment closely follow the legal requirements to create
compact, contiguous, and socioeconomically integrated districts.

e Opposes combination of any portions of the Hillside with Eagle River.

e Emphasizes that Chugach State Park does not create contiguity between the
populations of the Hillside and Eagle River, as it is uninhabited. Therefore,
reapportionment maps should display it as a distinct, unpopulated area.

e Supports continued work with maps proposed by Denny Wells and Brice Wilkins that:
work to keep neighborhoods intact across Anchorage; are considerate and
encompassing of other Assembly member concerns; and keep the Hillside together in
one district, separate from Eagle River.

JUSTIFICATION

The RCCC strongly opposes any map that would combine the Rabbit Creek and neighboring
Hillside areas with Eagle River because these two distinct, separate areas are not integrated
through socio-economic interactions, land use patterns, businesses, roads and traffic patterns,
or schools. Additionally, these areas are neither compact nor contiguous, thus further falhng to
meet the requirements of Section 4.01. Travel from the Hillside to Eagle River requires )
traversing several intervening districts. It is inappropriate to use the large, steep, uninhabited,
and in some areas or to some people inaccessible, Chugach State Park as justification to
combine Eagle River and Hillside into one Assembly district.

Common issues that distinguish the Hillside from most other parts of the Anchorage Bowl
include resident concerns around wildfires and high winds, on-site water and septic systems,
Limited Road Service Areas, drainage, water supply and other watershed features on steep
slopes. Eagle River has different watersheds, an integrated road service district, its own park
district, and facilities that have little or no daily relevance to Hillside residents, including a
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Community College, its own branch library, a Wal-Mart, and a central business district. The local
roads, trails, and recreation areas we use throughout the Hillside are completely different from
the local roads, trails, and recreation areas used by Eagle River residents; the roads we travel
to schools and local shopping/businesses, as well as to destinations in Midtown and Downtown,
are completely different from the roads used by Eagle River residents.

We remind the Assembly that the 2010 Hillside District Plan (HDP) defines the boundaries of
the Hillside. Much thought, effort, and an iterative public process were involved throughout the
development of that Assembly-approved plan. The HDP sets a strong precedent for maintaining
the cohesion of the RCCC area and the larger Hillside area in one district, with no part of the
Hillside combined with Eagle River.

While maintaining a low population deviation between districts is of obvious importance, it is not
outlined as a consideration in Section 4.01, and therefore should not be granted more
importance than the criteria that are included in Municipal ordinance. Respecting neighborhood
continuity is more important than pushing for the smallest deviation in size of each Assembly
district and will best achieve fair representation. We do appreciate the difficulty of this effort.

CONCLUSION

In accordance with Anchorage Municipal Ordinance and the strong precedent set by the Hillside
District Plan, the RCCC area and larger Hillside of south Anchorage should remain in a single
Assembly district with no part of the Hillside combined with Eagle River on the northeast side of
Anchorage. Moreover, RCCC recommends that the Assembly take similar care to not split up
other neighborhoods throughout Anchorage, and instead, support neighborhood continuity. The
Assembly’s overarching goal should be to ensure fair and effective representation for all
residents.

Ann Rappoport, Co-chair Michelle Turner, Co-chair
Rabbit Creek Community Council Rabbit Creek Community Council

Signed: February 13, 2022

»

Rabbit Creek Community Council (2-13-2022) Page 2 of 2




From: EagleRiver CC

To: AssemblyMembers

Subject: Apportionment

Date: Wednesday, February 16, 2022 11:39:26 AM
[EXTERNAL EMAIL)]

Eagle River Community Council

12001 Business Blvd. #123

EAGLE RIVER, ALASKA 99577

eaglercommunitycouncil@gmail.com

Eagle River Community Council Resolution 2022-1

WHEREAS, the Eagle River Community Council supports the extension of the Timeline for
the communities to analyze and give feedback.

WHEREAS, the Eagle River Community Council supports the apportionment of the Chugiak-
Eagle River-Eklutna and JBER area as included in map 6v.2. based on the criteria put forth by
the Anchorage Assembly.

THEREFORE, the Eagle River Community Council resolves to support an extension of time
for public input and Eagle River Community Council.

Respectfully,

Morris Pickel Jr.
President

Eagle River Community Council


mailto:eaglercommunitycouncil@gmail.com
mailto:MASAssemblyMembers@anchorageak.gov
mailto:eaglercommunitycouncil@gmail.com

Rogers Park Community Council

(Including Anchor Park, College Village, Woodside East and Rogers Park)

Pete Mjos, President Scott McMurren, Vice President
Ph (907) 306-4231 Cassandra Raun, Secretary
Email: rogersparkcc(@gmail.com Ric Wilson, Treasurer

Date: February 23, 2022

To: Anchorage Assembly
Re: Proposed Anchorage Assembly redistricting maps

Dear Anchorage Assembly Members,

The Rogers Park Community Council has just recently become aware that the Assembly
may entertain a decision on the proposed Assembly redistricting maps as soon as early
March of this year. Of concern is that some maps would eftectively split our Rogers Park
Community Council between districts. Were that to occur it would mean that four
Assembly members would be present at every meeting. That would create unnecessary
repetition, inefficiency, and meeting prolongation.

It is the considered opinion of the Executive Board of the Rogers Park Community
Council that the current boundaries of our council be preserved. The Rogers Park
Community council has been in its current configuration for many decades, and this
stability is evident as our council is recognized as a respected community council voice in
Anchorage. To that end, we respectfully urge the Assembly to adopt the Weddleton V2
map which will maintain the integrity of the Rogers Park Community Council.

Thank you.

Respectfully submitted,

[ 040

. . u
Pete Mjos, President

Rogers Park Community Council
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