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@ Legislative briefing: Housing & Homelessness

A STATEWIDE RESPONSE IS URGENTLY NEEDED

Why invest in housing & homelessness ]
. Anchorage has a significant housing gap and affordability crisis: 2023 REuu EST-
it takes 72 work hours a week at minimum wage to be able to
afford a 1-bdrm rental at market rate in Anchorage (1) $2 u M BAPITAI- +
. Investing in housing is a good deal: housing people in converted
hotels costs $26 dollars per person/day versus over $100 per
person/day for congregate shelter (2)

« Increasing affordable housing simultaneously reduces $5 M UPERATI N G

homelessness and grows economies (3)

Homelessness in Anchorage is a state issue

. This is not just an Anchorage issue. Communities from Fairbanks to Sitka to Newtok are in a housing crisis
and the negative impacts are overwhelming state services - public safety, health care, nonprofits, jobs,
and education - and cause missed economic opportunities, worker shortages, and out-migration

« Anchorage is the only community in Southcentral with low-barrier emergency shelters; these

shelter options serve people from the Mat-Su to the Kenai Peninsula

. State government has a mandate to “provide for the promotion and protection of public health”
and to “provide for public welfare.” The homelessness crisis is a public health crisis

. Asthe state's largest city, Anchorage's economic and housing issues impact the entire state

Recent progress - a formula for success in Anchorage

« Despite alarge-scale housing crisis during the pandemic, 500 fewer people were experiencing
homelessness in Anchorage in September 2022 than in March 2020 (4)

. Thisis because partners in Anchorage have developed a winning approach: align private and public
dollars to provide housing and the resources that help people stay housed

« In2021-22, the Municipality of Anchorage invested more than $54 million in housing

. Rasmuson Foundation, Calista Corporation, Chugach Alaska Corporation, Doyon Limited, CIRI Foundation,
Providence Anchorage, Weidner Apartments and many others have also contributed millions to housing

Local communities can't do it alone - a statewide response is needed

State & local investments can work in tandem to leverage private investments. 2023 MOA Request to State:

« $20M in capital budget: $14M for 100-125 units for building conversions to house low and extremely low
income individuals (such as the Arctic Rec Center) + $6M toward low barrier shelter development

- $5M in operating funds for emergency shelters and extremely low income housing units

. Additionally, state support is needed for substance misuse treatment and mental and behavioral
health services - some of the factors that increase the risks for people facing homelessness
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