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CHUGACH’S DISTRIBUTION LINES

Distribution Lines:      3,377 miles
Underground:       2,262 miles
Overhead:              1,115 miles

Over two-thirds of Chugach’s distribution lines are buried



UNDERGROUNDING PROGRAM

Since 2005, utilities required to include a five-year
undergrounding program as part of its annual capital
improvement plan (21.07.050F1)

Annually, the utility shall plan on expending “at least two
percent of a three-year average of its annual gross retail
revenues derived from utility service connections within
the municipality” (21.07.050G1a)

Chugach targets ~$6.6 million annually
Customers are charged a 2% Anchorage Underground
Surcharge on monthly bills

Project priorities “shall be based on undergrounding in
conjunction with the electric utility’s essential system
improvements and then by target area” (21.07.050F1)

Anchorage Municipal Code 21.07.050



RECENT PLAN ACTIVITY

2020-2025

Total Spent
$49,361,922.87

Total Collected
through surcharge
$39,452,759.44



Safety.  Improve system safety by retiring overhead
facilities, per the National Electric Safety Code.
Relocation. Relocate utility facilities as part of State
and Municipal road project work.

PROJECT SELECTION CRITERIA

Load Growth Improvement. Install larger underground conductor and retire
overhead facilities. 
Reliability. Replace overhead systems with underground systems in areas with
high numbers of wind- or tree-related outages, where possible.
Target Areas. Emphasize locations that would benefit significant numbers of
people, such as central business areas, major traffic corridors, parks and
recreational areas, and school and university areas.
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Land Rights. Easements may be lacking in
areas where new infrastructure is planned.
Relocation project dependencies.  State
and Municipal road projects often move up
or are delayed due to funding or agency
resources available.
Utility coordination. Poles remain in place
when telecom lines are not undergrounded
with electric lines. 
Construction season. Most undergrounding
work must occur during summer months.

PROJECT CHALLENGES 



COMBINED ML&P AND CHUGACH PLANS
2020-2024





CHUGACH UNDERGROUNDING PLAN

ChugachElectric.com
Your Cooperative

Power Generation
Undergrounding Plan

Project List

Updated Annually

www.chugachelectric.com/your-cooperative/power-generation/undergrounding-plan


