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ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 

AR No. 2023-365 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL ASSEMBLY APPROVING 1 
AN ALCOHOL SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT FOR RECREATIONAL SITE USE 2 
AND LICENSE NUMBER 6164 FOR MICHAEL MCCORMICK, DBA FROSTED 3 
AXE THROWING; IN THE B-3 (GENERAL BUSINESS) DISTRICT; LOCATED 4 
AT 409 WEST FIREWEED LANE, WITHIN BARNETT SUBDIVISION, LOT 19A; 5 
GENERALLY LOCATED NORTH OF WEST FIREWEED LANE, EAST OF 6 
EUREKA STREET, SOUTH OF THE WEST 23RD AVENUE RIGHT-OF-WAY 7 
ALIGNMENT, AND WEST OF D STREET, IN ANCHORAGE. 8 
 9 
(Northstar Community Council) (Case 2023-0117)  10 
 11 
THE ANCHORAGE ASSEMBLY RESOLVES: 12 
 13 
Section 1. An alcohol special land use permit is hereby approved for 14 
recreational use and license number 6164 for Michael McCormick, dba Frosted 15 
Axe Throwing; in the B-3 (general business) district; located at 409 West Fireweed 16 
Lane, within Barnett Subdivision, Lot 19A, generally located north of West 17 
Fireweed Lane, east of Eureka Street, south of the West 23rd Avenue right-of-way 18 
alignment, and west of D Street, in Anchorage.  This alcohol special land use 19 
permit generally meets the applicable provisions of Anchorage Municipal Code 20 
(AMC) 10.50, AMC 21.03.040, and AMC 21.03.080D. 21 
 22 
Section 2. This alcohol special land use permit is approved, subject to the 23 
following conditions: 24 
 25 
1. A notice of zoning action shall be filed with the State of Alaska Recorder’s 26 

Office within 120 days of the Assembly’s approval for this alcohol special 27 
land use permit. 28 

 29 
2. All uses shall conform to the plans and narrative submitted with this alcohol 30 

special land use permit application, except that the licensee may change 31 
the hours of operation listed on the application in accordance with all 32 
applicable laws without having to modify the alcohol special land use permit. 33 

 34 
3. This alcohol special land use permit approval is for recreational site use and 35 

license number 6164; in the B-3 (general business) district, in accordance 36 
with AMC 10.50, AMC 21.03.040, and AMC 21.03.080D.; for approximately 37 
1,095 square feet of gross floor area within a commercial building; located 38 
at 409 West Fireweed Lane, within Barnett Subdivision, Lot 19A. 39 

 40 
4. On-premises sale of alcoholic beverages may be seven days a week as 41 

permitted by AMC 10.50.010 and Alaska Alcoholic Beverage Control Board 42 
requirements.   43 
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 1 
5. Employees will be trained in accordance with the Alcoholic Beverage 2 

Control Board’s “Liquor Server Awareness Training Program,” in 3 
accordance with Alaska Statute 04.21.025.  Upon demand, the applicant 4 
shall demonstrate compliance with a liquor ''Server Awareness Training 5 
Program” approved by the State of Alaska Alcoholic Beverage Control 6 
Board, such as or similar to the program for “Techniques in Alcohol 7 
Management (T.A.M.).” 8 

 9 
6. The use of the property by any person for the permitted purposes shall 10 

comply with all current and future federal, state and local laws and 11 
regulations including but not limited to laws and regulations pertaining to the 12 
sale, dispensing, service and consumption of alcoholic beverages and the 13 
storage, preparation, sale, service and consumption of food.  The owner of 14 
the property, the licensee under the Alcoholic Beverage Control license and 15 
their officers, agents and employees shall not knowingly permit or 16 
negligently fail to prevent the occurrence of illegal activity on the property. 17 

 18 
7. A copy of the conditions imposed by the Assembly in connection with this 19 

alcohol special land use permit approval shall be maintained on the 20 
premises at a location visible to the public. 21 

 22 
Section 3. Failure to comply with the conditions of this alcohol special land use 23 
permit shall constitute grounds for its modification or revocation. 24 
 25 
Section 4. This resolution shall become effective immediately upon passage 26 
and approval by the Anchorage Assembly. 27 
 28 
PASSED AND APPROVED by the Anchorage Assembly this ____ day of 29 
_______, 2023. 30 
 31 
 32 

        33 
       Chair 34 
ATTEST: 35 
 36 
 37 
        38 
Municipal Clerk 39 
 40 

(Case 2023-0117; Parcel ID No. 002-193-73) 41 
 42 



 
MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE 

ASSEMBLY MEMORANDUM 

No. AM 825-2023 
 

Meeting Date: November 7, 2023 
 

FROM: MAYOR 1 
 2 
SUBJECT: A RESOLUTION OF THE ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL ASSEMBLY 3 

APPROVING AN ALCOHOL SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT FOR 4 
RECREATIONAL SITE USE AND LICENSE NUMBER 6164 FOR 5 
MICHAEL MCCORMICK, DBA FROSTED AXE THROWING; IN 6 
THE B-3 (GENERAL BUSINESS) DISTRICT; LOCATED AT 409 7 
WEST FIREWEED LANE, WITHIN BARNETT SUBDIVISION, LOT 8 
19A; GENERALLY LOCATED NORTH OF WEST FIREWEED 9 
LANE, EAST OF EUREKA STREET, SOUTH OF THE WEST 23RD 10 
AVENUE RIGHT-OF-WAY ALIGNMENT, AND WEST OF D 11 
STREET, IN ANCHORAGE. 12 

 13 
 14 
Michael McCormick, dba Frosted Axe Throwing, has made application for an 15 
alcohol special land use permit for recreational site use and license number 6164, 16 
in the B-3 (general business) district.  The alcohol consumption area is 1,095 17 
square feet of gross floor area within a 3,150-square-foot business in a commercial 18 
building.    19 
 20 
On-premises sale of alcoholic beverages may be seven days a week as permitted 21 
per Anchorage Municipal Code 10.50.010 and Alaska Alcoholic Beverage Control 22 
Board’s requirements. 23 
 24 
All servers of alcoholic beverages will be trained in accordance with the Alcoholic 25 
Beverage Control Board’s Liquor Server Awareness Training Program. 26 
 27 
Within 1,000 feet of this application, there is one package store, one beverage 28 
dispensary, and five restaurant eating place alcoholic beverages licenses.  29 
 30 
Four hundred two public hearing notices were mailed on October 16, 2023.  No 31 
responses were received from the public. The Northstar Community Council did 32 
not provide comments. 33 
 34 
There are no delinquent personal property taxes or real property taxes owed at 35 
this time. 36 
 37 
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THE ADMINISTRATION RECOMMENDS APPROVAL. 1 
 2 
Prepared by: Francis McLaughlin, Planning Department 3 
Approved by: Craig H. Lyon, Planning Director 4 
Concur: Lance Wilber, Community Development Director 5 
Concur: Anne Helzer, Municipal Attorney 6 
Concur: Kent Kohlhase, P.E., Municipal Manager 7 
Respectfully submitted: Dave Bronson, Mayor 8 
 9 
Attachment: Planning Department Analysis Packet 10 

 11 
(Case No. 2023-0117; Parcel Number 002-193-73) 12 

 13 



PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
STAFF ANALYSIS 

ALCOHOL SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT 

DATE: November 7, 2023 

CASE NO.: 2023-0117 

APPLICANT: Michael McCormick, dba Frosted Axe Throwing 

REQUEST: An alcohol special land use permit for recreational site use 
and license 6164, in the B-3 (general business) district per 
AMC 21.03.040D. Approval Criteria 

LOCATION: Barnett Subdivision, Lot 19A 

STREET ADDRESS: 409 West Fireweed Lane, Anchorage, AK 99503 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL: Northstar 

TAX PARCEL: 002-193-73

ATTACHMENTS: 1. Application
2. Departmental and Public Comments
3. Affidavit of Posting

RECOMMENDATION SUMMARY 
This alcohol special land use permit generally meets the required standards of AMC 
10.50, AMC 21.03.040, AMC 21.03.080D., Approval Criteria. 

SITE 
Size: 25,272 square feet 
Zoning: B-3 (general business) district
Existing Use: Commercial mall
Utilities: Public water and sewer

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
Classification: “Main Street Corridor” and “Transit-Supportive Development” 

in Anchorage 2040 

SURROUNDING AREA 
NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

Land Use: 
Zoning: 

Apartments 
R-4

Bar; Parking Lot 
B-3

Office 
B-3

Car Wash; Apartments 
B-3; R-4
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Planning Staff Analysis  
Case 2023-0117, Frosted Axe Throwing 
Page 2 of 5 

SITE DESCRIPTION AND PROPOSAL 

This is a request for an alcohol special land use permit for recreational site use with 
license number 6164.  The applicant is seeking a 1,095-square-foot alcohol service 
area within a 3,150-square-foot commercial business.  The B-3 district allows the 
retail sales of alcohol, in accordance with AMC 10.50, AMC 21.03.040, and AMC 
21.03.080D.     

On-premises sale of alcoholic beverages may be seven days a week as permitted per 
AMC 10.50.010 and Alaska Alcoholic Beverage Control Board requirements.  Servers 
of alcoholic beverages will be trained in accordance with the Alcoholic Beverage 
Control Board’s Liquor Server Awareness Training Program. 

Within 1,000 feet of this application, there is one package store, one beverage 
dispensary, and five restaurant eating place alcoholic beverages licenses.  

DEPARTMENTAL AND PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Reviewing agencies provided comments of non-objection. The written comments are 
attached. 

Four hundred two public hearing notices were mailed on October 16, 2023. No 
responses were received from the public.  The Northstar Community Council did 
not provide comments. 

APPROVAL CRITERIA 
In considering action, the assembly shall apply the criteria set forth in 
21.03.080D., Approval Criteria.  The assembly may approve an alcohol special 
land use permit if, in the judgment of the assembly, all of the following criteria 
have been met in all material matters: 

1. The proposed use is consistent with the comprehensive plan and all
applicable provisions of this title and applicable state and federal regulations.

The standard is met.

The subject property is identified as “Main Street Corridor” and “Transit-Supportive
Development” in Anchorage 2040.  The proposed special land use permit to allow
the retail sales of alcohol (recreational site license) is consistent with the
comprehensive plan designations that support commercial uses.  The proposed use
is consistent with Title 21 and state and federal regulations.

2. The proposed use is consistent with the purpose and intent of the zoning
district in which it is located, including any district-specific standards set
forth in chapter 21.04.

The standard is met.
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Planning Staff Analysis  
Case 2023-0117, Frosted Axe Throwing 
Page 3 of 5 

The B-3 district regulations allow alcoholic beverage sales with an approved alcohol 
special land use permit.  The proposed use is consistent with the purpose of AMC 
21.04.050B., B-3: General Business District.  The proposed recreational site license 
will occupy 1,095 square feet within a 3,150-square-foot commercial business.   

3. The proposed use is consistent with any applicable use-specific standards set
forth in chapter 21.05.

The standard is met.

There are no applicable use-specific standards in AMC 21.05.050D.1., Amusement
Establishment.

4. The site size, dimensions, shape, location, and topography are adequate for
the needs of the proposed use and any mitigation needed to address potential
impacts.

The standard is met.

This is an existing commercial building with an amusement establishment and a
laundromat.  The site size, shape, location, and topography are adequate for the
proposed alcohol license.  No mitigation is needed to address negative impacts.

5. The proposed use will not alter the character of the surrounding area in a
manner which substantially limits, impairs, or prevents the use of
surrounding properties for the permitted uses listed in the underlying zoning
district.

The standard is met.

The proposed recreational site alcohol license would be within an existing
business.  The alcohol license will not alter the character of this commercial mall in
the B-3, general business district.  The site abuts West Fireweed Lane which is a
commercial corridor.

The surrounding land uses are commercial to the south, east, and west.  There are
apartment buildings to the west and north.  There are other alcohol licenses along
this section of West Fireweed Lane as well.

6. The proposed use is compatible with uses allowed on adjacent properties, in
terms of its scale, site design, operating characteristics (hours of operation,
traffic generation, lighting, noise, odor, dust, and other external impacts).

The standard is met.

The petition site is surrounded by other commercial uses of similar scale on three
sides.  There are apartment buildings to the west and north of this site.
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Planning Staff Analysis  
Case 2023-0117, Frosted Axe Throwing 
Page 4 of 5 

7. Any significant adverse impacts anticipated to result from the use will be
mitigated or offset to the maximum extent feasible.

The standard may be met.

The proposed alcohol license may not cause adverse impacts.  This amusement
establishment business already exists.  The alcohol license does not appear to
substantially change the business.

The application states that the business has experience operating in alcohol
serving establishments.  Frost Axe Throwing previously operated for 16 months
and held more than 60 events in Matanuska Brewing Company, which has a
beverage dispensary license.  The application says that there were no accidents at
Matanuska Brewing Company or at other restaurants with alcohol licenses (e.g.,
Main Event Grill, Serrano’s, The Bridge, and Odd Man Rush).

The application mentions that staff has training and that patrons are given
instruction.  Finally, the application says that a safety officer monitors groups to
make sure everyone is safe.  A letter from the Commissioner of the World Axe
Throwing League is included.  The letter says that the addition of an alcohol license
at Frosted Axe Throwing will not put patrons in any additional safety risk.

8. The proposed use is appropriately located with respect to the transportation
system, including but not limited to existing and/or planned street
designations and improvements, street capacity, access to collectors or
arterials, connectivity, off-site parking impacts, transit availability, impacts
on pedestrian, bicycle, and transit circulation, and safety for all modes.

The standard is met.

The proposed use is appropriately located with respect to the transportation
system.  The site has access to West Fireweed Lane via D Street.

9. The proposed use is appropriately located with respect to existing and/or
planned water supply, fire and police protection, wastewater disposal, storm
water disposal, and similar facilities and services.

The standard is met.

All utilities are in place to serve this site. This site is located within the Fire, EMS,
and Police Service Areas.

RECOMMENDATION 

This application for an alcohol special land use permit for recreational site use and 
license number 6164, in the B-3 (general business) district, generally meets the 
required standards of AMC Title 10 and Title 21. 
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Planning Staff Analysis 
Case 2023-0117, Frosted Axe Throwing 
Page 5 of 5 

If, after a public hearing on the matter, the Anchorage Assembly finds that the 
required standards have been met, staff recommends the following conditions of 
approval: 

1. A notice of zoning action shall be filed with the State of Alaska Recorder's Office
within 120 days of the Assembly's approval for this alcohol special land use
permit.

2. All uses shall conform to the plans and narrative submitted with this alcohol
special land use permit application, except that the licensee may change the
hours of operation listed on the application in accordance with all applicable
laws without having to modify the alcohol special land use permit.

3. This alcohol special land use permit approval is for recreational site use and
license number 6164; in the B-3 (general business) district, in accordance with
AMC 10.50, AMC 21.03.040, and AMC 21.03.0S0D.; for approximately 1,095
square feet of gross floor area within a commercial building; located at 409
West Fireweed Lane, within Barnett Subdivision, Lot 19A.

4. On-premises sale of alcoholic beverages may be seven days a week as permitted
by AMC 10.50.010 and Alaska Alcoholic Beverage Control Board requirements.

5. Servers will be trained in accordance with the Alcoholic Beverage Control
Board's "Liquor Server Awareness Training Program," in accordance with Alaska
Statute 04.21.025. Upon demand, the applicant shall demonstrate compliance
with a liquor "Server Awareness Training Program" approved by the State of
Alaska Alcoholic Beverage Control Board, such as or similar to, the program for
"Techniques in Alcohol Management (T.A.M.)."

6. The use of the property by any person for the permitted purposes shall comply
with all current and future federal, state and local laws and regulations
including but not limited to laws and regulations pertaining to the sale,
dispensing, service and consumption of alcoholic beverages and the storage,
preparation, sale, service and consumption of food. The owner of the property,
the licensee under the Alcoholic Beverage Control license and their officers,
agents and employees shall not knowingly permit or negligently fail to prevent
the occurrence of illegal activity on the property.

7. A copy of the conditions imposed by the Assembly in connection with this
alcohol special land use permit approval shall be maintained on the premise at
a location visible to the public.

Francis Mela.ugh 
Senior Planner Director 

Parcel ID No. 002-193-73 
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AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING 

CASENUMBER: 2023 -Ol / 7

I, ./ft"e-h,.,t: I Ta..,,..,, 1 _,,,,#c c:;r,..ll',Jfiereby certify that I have posted a Notice as
prescribed by Anchorage Municipal Code 21.03.020H.5. on t�IJ;y that I have petitioned for
1;e?'?->I ,e,.-"'./ c/sf/Jl/lWThenoticewaspostedon /0, ,h? whichisatleast21 

ys prior to the public hearing on this petition. I acknowledge this Notice(s) must be posted in 
plain sight and displayed until all public hearings have been completed.

Affirmed and signed this O c -I- day of __ /_c}_· _____ , 20 2 J .

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

Tract or Lot:

Block:

Subdivision:
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