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BUDGET TERMINOLOGY

• Charter Section 17.13

• Appropriation –  a unit of funding provided for by the assembly in the municipal 
budget. An appropriation may be specific as to particular expenditures or general as to 
an entire department or agency, as the assembly deems appropriate.

• Categories - actual proposed expenditures to be made from an appropriation
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CODE REVIEW

• Anchorage Municipal Charter

• Article VI - Education

• Article XIII – Finance

• Commission Commentary

• Anchorage Municipal Code
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ARTICLE VI. EDUCATION

Section 6.05. - Budget and six-year plan.

(a) The superintendent of schools shall submit to the school board at such time as the board directs a 
proposed budget for the next fiscal year and a proposed six-year program for capital improvements and 
fiscal policies. The board shall hold at least one public hearing on the proposed budget and program 
before they are submitted to the assembly, and at least one public hearing after assembly action if the 
total amount is different. The proposed budget and program shall be approved and submitted to the 
assembly at least 90 days before the end of the current fiscal year of the school district.

(b) The assembly may increase or decrease the budget of the school district only as to total amount. The 
school district may not appropriate or otherwise incur the expenditure of any funds, regardless of the 
source, in excess of the total amount of the budget, as approved by the assembly, without prior approval 
by the assembly.

(c) The assembly shall approve the budget of the school district as amended and appropriate the 
necessary funds at least 60 days prior to the end of the fiscal year of the school district. If the assembly 
fails to approve the school district budget and make the necessary appropriation within the time stated, 
the budget proposal shall become the budget and appropriation for the fiscal year of the school district 
without further assembly action.
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ARTICLE VIII. FINANCE

Section 13.01 – Fiscal Year – Set via AO, currently January 1 through December 31.

Section 13.02 and 13.03 – Six-year program and budgets submitted at least 90 days 
before the end of the fiscal year.

Section 13.04 – Budget Hearing – Two public hearing, one at least 21 days after the 
budget it submitted and one at lease seven but not more the 14 days prior to adoption 
of the budget. 

Section 13.05 – Assembly Action – Increase, decrease, remove, or add items to the 
budget. Must be approved at least 21 days before the end of the fiscal year. 
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CHARTER COMMISSION COMMENTARY

Section 13.06 – Reduction and Transfer of Appropriations

This paragraph, combined with the definitions of "categories" and "appropriations," 
enables the assembly to determine at the time the budget is enacted precisely which 
funds are subject to transfer by the mayor and which are not. If the assembly wishes to 
exercise especially close fiscal control over an agency or department, it may budget with 
particularity. Conversely, if the assembly appropriates a lump sum to a particular agency, 
it is, in effect, authorizing the mayor to determine priorities for actual expenditures for 
that agency.
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ARTICLE VIII. FINANCE

Section 13.06 -  Reduction and Transfer of Appropriations

(a) If revenues will be less than appropriations for the fiscal year, the Mayor shall report it 
to the Assembly and the Assembly may reduce appropriation in an amount not to 
exceed the unencumbered amount. 

(b) The Mayor may transfer unencumbered budget between categories, except for the 
school budget. The School Board may transfer unencumbered school budget 
between categories. The Assembly may transfer unencumbered budget between 
appropriations, except for the school budget. 
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ARTICLE VIII. FINANCE

Section 13.07 – Lapse of Appropriations – At the end of the fiscal year, unencumbered 
appropriations lapse into the fund from which they were appropriated unless it was for 
capital improvements or requirements of federal and state grants. 

Section 13.08 – Administration of the Budget

(a) Payments and obligations can only be made in accordance with appropriations. An 
exception may be provided by AO for tax refunds and other routine payments. 

(b) An AO can authorize a contract, lease, or obligation requiring funds from future 
appropriations. However, if payments are not subject to annual appropriations, a 
lease with respect to capital improvement must be approved by the voters. 
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TITLE 6. FINANCE

6.10.070 Assembly Action 

B. Except for agencies not designated as departments under chapter 3.20, whose 
appropriations may be proposed to and made by the assembly as part of the office of 
the mayor or any other executive department, as a minimum, separate appropriations will 
be made for each municipal department. At the assembly's discretion, separate 
appropriations may be made for elements of expense or categories within departments.

6.10.085 Appropriations during the fiscal year

A. Reduce or increase appropriations during the course of the fiscal year via AR. 

1. Any reduction or increase in excess of $500,000 require a public hearing. 
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EXAMPLE AMENDMENT
Adding and/or Removing an item from the proposed budget. 
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EXAMPLE 
AMENDMENT
Adding and/or Removing an 
item from the proposed budget. 
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EXAMPLE 
CURRENT YEAR 
INCREASE
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