
 

MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE 

Public Naming Commission Submittal Requirements 
 

The Public Naming Commission was established to implement the Municipality of 
Anchorage’s standards for public naming, as outlined in Anchorage Municipal Code 
Chapter 1.80 – Naming of Public Places.  
 
Commission Vision Statement: We envision a Municipality of Anchorage where the names 
of public places reflect the full story of our community – the land’s history, Indigenous 
place names, and the cultural, natural, and civic identities of our city. By recognizing 
stories and landscapes that shape our community, we aim to foster a sense of shared 
identity and belonging. Our work includes the careful consideration and recommendation 
of names for Municipal sites, objects, trails, landscapes, and buildings. The Public Naming 
Commission uses a culturally aware naming process with active community input.  
 
To initiate the naming, renaming, or honorary naming of a Municipal asset (building, park, 
street, elements within parks and buildings, or another Municipal asset) requires a 
completed submission form (a blank form is attached to this document). Initial naming of 
streets and roads is governed by Title 21; renaming of streets and roads is governed by 
A.M.C. 21.03.185, and public safety considerations. A complete, detailed submission form 
will assist the Commission in their review of the request.  
 
It is important that the narrative statement on the form contains as much detail and 
information as possible (additional pages may be used). The narrative statement should 
explain the rationale for the proposed naming, renaming, or honorary naming.  
 
Key elements of a good narrative statement include: 
 

• Events – Any events, contemporary or historical that are relevant to the proposed 
naming.  



• Cultural Significance – Any cultural significance to a group or groups of persons, 
relevant to the proposed naming. It is recommended to have the definition of the 
indigenous word if it is being requested for naming purposes. 

• Indigenous Significance - Any historical or cultural relevance to the Dena’ina 
Athabascan people, or other Indigenous Alaska peoples.   

• Natural Features – A description of natural features of the asset proposed for 
naming, including, but not limited to, geographical, geological, and anthropological 
features.  

• Other Considerations - Any other cultural, historical, or geographical relevance.  
• Honorary Naming - If naming for an individual or group, include their positive 

impacts on the local community and their relationship to the asset proposed for 
naming. Posthumous naming is limited to no earlier than 36 months posthumously.  

• Documents: Maps or photos that include the location and boundaries of the asset 
being proposed for naming, and any letters of support for the naming.  

 
Submission forms are accepted year-round, and the Commission reviews submission on a 
quarterly basis (February, May, August, and November).  
 
Submit Completed Forms and Additional Documents To: 
 
Mail to: Municipality of Anchorage 
            Clerk’s Office 
             PO Box 196650 
             Anchorage, AK  99519-6650 
 
Email to: wwmasmc@anchorageak.gov 
 
For questions regarding the Public Naming Commission Submission Form please contact 
the Municipal Clerk’s Office at wwmasmc@anchorageak.gov.  
 
For additional information regarding the Public Naming Commission, please visit the 
Commission’s website at www.muni.org/Departments/Assembly/Clerk/Pages/Public-
Naming-Commission  
 
Consistent with local and state public records laws, completed submission forms and 
supporting documents are public records and are subject to public records requests. 
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Vision Statement: We envision a Municipality of Anchorage where the names of public places reflect the full story of our community – the 
land’s history, Indigenous place names, and the cultural, natural, and civic identities of our city. By recognizing stories and landscapes 
that shape our community, we aim to foster a sense of shared identity and belonging. Our work includes the careful consideration and 
recommendation of names for Municipal sites, objects, trails, landscapes, and buildings. The Public Naming Commission uses a culturally 
aware naming process with active community input. 

Submitting Individual or Agency (Required)  
Name of Individual or Agency: 
 

Contact Person (if submitting on behalf of an agency): Mailing Address: 

Contact Phone – Day:                          Evening:                                   Email (required): 

Public Place Proposed for Naming or Renaming (Required) 
Current Name (if applicable): 

Proposed Name: 

Location Address or Description of Public Space: 

Narrative Statement (Required) 
Provide a narrative explaining the rationale for the proposed naming or renaming. If known, include historical context, significance 
of the proposed name, community support, and any cultural, historical, or geographical considerations, including indigenous 
historical or cultural relevance. If recommending naming for an individual or group, include their positive impacts on the local 
community and their relationship to the facility or space proposed for naming. Posthumous naming is limited to no earlier than 36 
months posthumously.  (Use additional pages if necessary): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Exhibit (Optional) 
A map or photo showing the location and boundaries of the public space being proposed for naming or renaming is encouraged. 
Attached Map or Photo: ☐ Yes    ☐ No 

Submission Instructions 
Mail to:                   Municipality of Anchorage                Email to:                 wwmasmc@anchorageak.gov 

Clerk’s Office  
PO Box 196650 
Anchorage, AK 99519-6650 

 

Public Naming Commission 
Submission Form  

Municipality of Anchorage  
Clerk’s Office  

PO Box 196650 
Anchorage, AK 99519-6650  

wwmasmc@anchorageak.gov 

☐ Naming                                ☐ Renaming                      ☐ Honorary Naming 
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NAME PROPOSAL: “Karen Bronga Northeast Connector Trail” 

Request to Honor Karen Bronga Through the Naming of the Northeast Connector Trail in Far North 
Bicentennial Park to: The Karen Bronga Northeast Connector Trail 

On Friday, July 24, Anchorage lost former Assembly Member and beloved community advocate Karen 
Bronga. Karen’s legacy will be remembered through her lifelong dedication to making our city a better 
place for everyone, especially the residents of East Anchorage. In recognition of her extraordinary 
contributions to our community, the Parks and Recreation Department respectfully requests that the 
Municipality of Anchorage consider renaming the Northeast Connector Trail in Far North Bicentennial 
Park as the Karen Bronga Northeast Connector Trail. 

Karen spent nearly ten years on the Scenic Foothills Community Council, serving as secretary, vice 
president, and eventually president. After two decades of teaching in the Anchorage School District, she 
brought that same dedication to public service by representing the area on the Anchorage Assembly 
from 2023 to 2025. Throughout her career, Karen consistently championed education, public safety, 
neighborhood improvements, and expanded access to parks and trails. As a retired elementary school 
teacher, she carried her commitment to Anchorage’s families beyond the classroom, advocating for 
safer communities, improved trail access, and safe routes for children. She also helped secure funding 
for the Nunaka Valley Playground and obtained grants benefiting Scenic Park and Kasuun Elementary 
School. Karen viewed parks and trails as more than recreational spaces—they were places where 
neighbors connect, families gather, children explore, and residents can safely walk and bike through 
their community. 

The Northeast Connector Trail was not just another trail to Karen. It was an extension of her backyard 
and a gateway to Far North Bicentennial Park, where she and her family spent countless hours 
exploring. She volunteered her time throughout the project, participating in walkthroughs with project 
teams, advocating for routes that would best serve current and future trail users, supporting funding 
efforts, securing grants, and celebrating the trail’s completion. 

Notably, in 2016, Karen and Tom Bronga secured a Community Challenge Grant and worked with the 
Youth Employment in Parks (YEP) program to bring Phase One of the trail to life, creating a lasting 
community asset for all to enjoy. Following the project’s success, Karen and Tom invited the entire YEP 
crew to their home for a “thank you” barbecue, expressing their appreciation to the youth whose hard 
work helped build the trail and strengthen connections throughout the community. Today, the 
Northeast Connector Trail continues to be a favorite of many in the Anchorage Community. 

Karen was known as someone who showed up for her neighbors, her community, and the causes she 
believed in. Her Assembly successor, Yarrow Silvers, captured this commitment simply: Karen never 
stopped showing up for our East Anchorage community. She was also known for her willingness to speak 
honestly, never hesitating to share her perspective or advocate for what she believed was right. Former 
Assembly Chair Christopher Constant remembered Karen as someone who was not afraid to hold an 
independent view and speak her mind, a quality he described as laudable. 



Renaming the Northeast Connector Trail in Karen Bronga’s honor would create a lasting tribute that 
reflects her lifelong commitment to service, education, stewardship, and East Anchorage. Few 
memorials could better represent her dedication to community, stewardship, and public access than a 
trail she helped shape and bring to life. Every person who walks, runs, bikes, or enjoys this trail would be 
reminded of Karen’s belief in building stronger, healthier, and more connected communities, ensuring 
that future generations recognize the extraordinary contributions she made to our city and the 
neighborhoods she loved. 

The Parks and Recreation Department respectfully asks the Municipality of Anchorage to consider this 
request and establish a permanent tribute to Karen Bronga in the landscape she worked so diligently to 
improve, protect, and make accessible for all residents. 












	2025-1008 Public Naming Commission Submittal Requirements_FINAL
	Honoroy Naming - Karen Bronga Northeast Connector Trail
	2025-1008 Public Naming Commission Submittal Requirements_FINAL
	Karen Bronga NE Connector Trail Naming Proposal_FINAL
	NAME PROPOSAL: “Karen Bronga Northeast Connector Trail”


	Images for Packet
	Slide 1

	PNC Public Comment - Fw_ Karen Bronga Honrorary Naming

	Attached Map or Photo: Off
	Naming: On
	Renaming: On
	Honorary Naming: On
	Name of Individual or Agency: Anchorage Parks and Recreation Department
	Contact Person if submitting on behalf of an agency: Jennifer Mayer
	Mailing Address: 632 W. 6th Ave Ste 630 Anchorage, AK 99503
	Contact Phone Day: 907-343-4503
	Contact Phone Evening: 
	Email required: jennifer.x.mayer@anchorageak.gov
	Current Name  i f appl i cab l e: Northeast Connector Trail
	Proposed Name: Karen Bronga Northeast Connector Trail
	Locat i on Address or Descr i pt i on of Pub l i c Space: Far North Bicentennial Park
	Prov i de a narrat i ve exp l a i n i ng the rat i ona l e for the proposed nam i ng or renam i ng If known i nc l ude h i stor i ca l context s i gn i ficance of the proposed name commun i ty support and any cu l tura l  h i stor i ca l  or geographica l cons i derat i ons i nc l ud i ng i nd i genous h i stor i ca l or cu l tura l re l evance If recommend i ng nam i ng for an i ndiv i dual or group i nc l ude the i r pos i t i ve i mpacts on the loca l community and the i r re l at i onsh i p to the fac i l i ty or space proposed for nam i ng Posthumous nam i ng i s l i m i ted to no ear l i er than 36 months posthumous l y  Use addit i ona l pages i f necessary: On Friday, July 24, Anchorage lost former Assembly Member and beloved community advocate Karen Bronga. Karen’s legacy will be remembered through her lifelong dedication to making our city a better place for everyone, especially the residents of East Anchorage. In recognition of her extraordinary contributions to our community, the Parks and Recreation Department respectfully requests that the Municipality of Anchorage consider renaming the Northeast Connector Trail in Far North Bicentennial Park as the Karen Bronga Northeast Connector Trail.
Karen spent nearly ten years on the Scenic Foothills Community Council, serving as secretary, vice president, and eventually president. After two decades of teaching in the Anchorage School District, she brought that same dedication to public service by representing the area on the Anchorage Assembly from 2023 to 2025. Throughout her career, Karen consistently championed education, public safety, neighborhood improvements, and expanded access to parks and trails. As a retired elementary school teacher, she carried her commitment to Anchorage’s families beyond the classroom, advocating for safer communities, improved trail access, and safe routes for children. She also helped secure funding for the Nunaka Valley Playground and obtained grants benefiting Scenic Park and Kasuun Elementary School. Karen viewed parks and trails as more than recreational spaces—they were places where neighbors connect, families gather, children explore, and residents can safely walk and bike through their community.
The Northeast Connector Trail was not just another trail to Karen. It was an extension of her backyard and a gateway to Far North Bicentennial Park, where she and her family spent countless hours exploring. She volunteered her time throughout the project, participating in walkthroughs with project teams, advocating for routes that would best serve current and future trail users, supporting funding efforts, securing grants, and celebrating the trail’s completion.
Notably, in 2016, Karen and Tom Bronga secured a Community Challenge Grant and worked with the Youth Employment in Parks (YEP) program to bring Phase One of the trail to life, creating a lasting community asset for all to enjoy. Following the project’s success, Karen and Tom invited the entire YEP crew to their home for a “thank you” barbecue, expressing their appreciation to the youth whose hard work helped build the trail and strengthen connections throughout the community. Today, the Northeast Connector Trail continues to be a favorite of many in the Anchorage Community.
Karen was known as someone who showed up for her neighbors, her community, and the causes she believed in. Her Assembly successor, Yarrow Silvers, captured this commitment simply: Karen never stopped showing up for our East Anchorage community. She was also known for her willingness to speak honestly, never hesitating to share her perspective or advocate for what she believed was right. Former Assembly Chair Christopher Constant remembered Karen as someone who was not afraid to hold an independent view and speak her mind, a quality he described as laudable.

Renaming the Northeast Connector Trail in Karen Bronga’s honor would create a lasting tribute that reflects her lifelong commitment to service, education, stewardship, and East Anchorage. Few memorials could better represent her dedication to community, stewardship, and public access than a trail she helped shape and bring to life. Every person who walks, runs, bikes, or enjoys this trail would be reminded of Karen’s belief in building stronger, healthier, and more connected communities, ensuring that future generations recognize the extraordinary contributions she made to our city and the neighborhoods she loved.
The Parks and Recreation Department respectfully asks the Municipality of Anchorage to consider this request and establish a permanent tribute to Karen Bronga in the landscape she worked so diligently to improve, protect, and make accessible for all residents.



