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MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION RESOLUTION NO. 2005-064
A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE DESIGN FOR A TYPE 4 TOWER STRUCTURE AND ANTENNA IN ACCORDANCE WITH ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL CODE 21.45.265. 
(Case 2005-130, Tax I.D. No. 009-111-98)


WHEREAS, a request has been received from Hagen Investments, petitioner, for a design approval of a Type 4 Tower Structure and Antenna in accordance with Anchorage Municipal Code 21.45.265.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Municipal Planning and Zoning Commission that: 

A. The Commission makes the following findings of fact: 

1. In 1999, the Assembly established an ordinance regulating broadcast and telecommunication towers, which replaced more generic regulations established in 1988.  This ordinance established definitions for four categories of tower structures. Type1 towers are monopole towers, Type 2 towers are lattice towers, Type 3 towers are guyed towers, and Type 4 towers are stealth towers.

2.
The ordinance designated towers as permitted or conditional uses in zoning districts, and required administrative site plan reviews for certain types of towers in residential, neighborhood commercial, and the PLI zoning districts.  General standards regarding towers with collocation, interference noticing, FAA approvals for height, etcetera were also established at that time.  

3. This is a request for a review of a Type 4 Transmission Tower design.  The intent of a Type 4 tower is to hide or disguise the antenna array, as opposed to the other tower types where the antenna array is clearly visible.  Type 4 towers are not necessarily stealth, but provide for antenna capability on a tower in a way that does not look like a typical tower with a crow’s nest of antenna visible or visible guy wires.

4.
The tower will be located on the corner of Raspberry Road and Northwood Street, with the open portion of the lattice-work frame hidden behind a proposed building.  The building will be constructed in an L-shape, paralleling the intersection roads.  There is an eight-foot, double sided solid wood fence along the west lot line, behind the building and tower. The open part of the frame will not be readily visible to passers-by.  The view will be of a triangular, solid structure with a curved face.
 
5.
The proposed design is triangular in shape and clad in fiberglass panels.  The tower will be an open lattice-work frame from its base to the elevation where it intersects the roof of the office building.  From that elevation, to the tower’s ultimate height, the tower frame will be fully enclosed with fiberglass panels to conceal the sub-structure.

6.
A proponent of a type 4 tower structure and antenna design shall provide the Planning and Zoning Commission with evidence in the form of construction drawings, photographs, renderings, or other data sufficient for the Commission to find the design standard is satisfied.  At completion of the construction of the first tower structure and antenna under a newly qualified design, it shall be reviewed by the Commission to confirm the installation complies with the design standards.  If the installation fails to comply subsequent tower structure and antenna design and installation shall be amended or redesigned as directed by the Commission.

7.
The petitioner has appeared before the Sand Lake Community Council three times.  The Council voted in support of granting this request.

B. The Commission APPROVES the above referenced design approval subject to the following conditions:

1. 
All construction and improvements related to this approval shall be substantially in compliance with two letters from Timothy J. Spernak dated August 3, 2005 and September 22, 2005, and with the following information on file with the Planning Department, except as modified by conditions of this approval:
Color graphic of an office building, tower, and telecommunications receiver, not dated, author unknown; packet of material containing tower examples, properties and testing results of Stealthskin Panels; and Raspberry Town Center Residential Office Park – east and south/east building elevations and tower dated 11 Aug 2005 prepared by Gary Peterson & Associates.


2.
A Notice of Zoning Action and the Resolution, along with a corrected and updated site plan shall be filed with the District Recorder's Office and proof of such shall be submitted to the Planning Department.
3.
In accordance with AMC 21.45.265.B, upon completion of the tower construction, it shall be reviewed by the commission to confirm the installation complies with the design standards.  This standard will be satisfied with photographs and a notification of zoning inspection from Land Use Enforcement.

4. 
This tower design is only approved for this site, in accordance with the adopted site plan.

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Municipal Planning and Zoning Commission on the 10th day of October 2005.

ADOPTED by the Anchorage Municipal Planning and Zoning Commission this ________day of ________, 2005.  If the secretary received a written request and intent to appeal, this written decision/resolution of the Planning and Zoning Commission is final and any party may appeal it within Twenty (20) days to the Board of Adjustment pursuant to Anchorage Municipal Code 21.30.030 and Anchorage Municipal Code of Regulations 21.10.304.  If the secretary did not receive a written request and intent to appeal within seven (7) calendar days of the date the decision was made on the record, October 10, 2005, then this written decision is final and not appealable to any other administrative body.  Final administrative decisions with no further administrative remedy may be appealed to the Superior Court within thirty (30) days.
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