
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
TRAIL REVIEW 

STAFF ANALYSIS 

DATE: June 11, 2025 

CASE NO:  2025-0061 

APPLICANT: 

REPRESENTITIVE: 

MOA Parks and Recreation 

R & M Consultants, Inc 

REQUEST: Trail review of 1-mile non-motorized, multi-use trail connecting 
the Tony Knowles Coastal Trail and the Ship Creek Trail 

RECOMMENDATION: Approval 

LOCATION: Section 13 Township 13N, Range 4 W., Seward Meridian, 
USGS Topograpphical Map Seward D-7; Latitude 
61.224167°N, Longitude 149.057222°W, within the Municipality 
of Anchorage (MOA). More generally, in downtown Anchorage, 
on the northwest side between Elderberry and Ship Creek 
(Figure 1) 

SITE ADDRESS: 1297 W 5th Avenue 
241 N C Street 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL: Downtown, South Addition 

TAX NUMBER: 

GRID NUMBERS: 

001-031-22, 002-031-01-001, 002-031-25

SW1129, SW1229, SW1230 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Application
2. Comments

SITE 
Zoning: TR (Transition), MC (Marine Commercial), PCD (Planned Community) 

District, Public Lands and Institutions (PLI) 
Topography: Mostly flat, gentle 1.5% slope towards its western, seaward side. 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
Anchorage 2040 Land Use Plan 

Land Use Classifications: “Port Facility”, “Park or Natural Area”, “Other Open Space”, “Compact 
Mixed Residential-Medium”, “City Center” 
Growth-Supporting Features: “Greenway Supported Development”, “Traditional Neighborhood 
Development” 
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SURROUNDING AREA 

 NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
Zoning: MI, MC R-3, PLI-p, B-2C, PCD PCD N/A 

 Marine 
Industrial/ 

Commercial 

Mixed Residential, Public 
Lands and Institutions, 

Downtown Central Business 
– Periphery, and Planned 
Community Development 

under AO 2006-46(S) 

Planned 
Community 

Development 
under AO 2006-

46(S) 

Knik Arm/ 
Cook Inlet 

 
REQUEST 

The Municipality of Anchorage (MOA) Parks and Recreation Department, represented by R&M 
Consultants, Inc., has submitted a trail review application for a 1-mile non-motorized, multi-use 
trail. This project is a partnership with the State of Alaska Department of Transportation and 
Public Facilities (DOT&PF). The new 1-mile connect will connect the Tony Knowles Coastal 
Trail and the Ship Creek Trail, creating a continuous 14-mile non-motorized corridor in 
Downtown Anchorage. The new trail will begin at Elderberry Park, extend along the waterfront 
to the Ship Creek Boat Ramp, and then follow the Small Boat Launch Road to the Ship Creek 
Trail. Most of the new trail will be located on land owned by ARRC, but the Municipality of 
Anchorage owns a portion of the site near the beginning of the project between Elderberry Park 
and 2nd Avenue. Figure 1 below (taken from the application) shows the trail location. 
 
 

 
Figure 1: Project location 
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In addition to the pathway, the project includes signage, drainage features, and lighting under 
the roadway bridge. This new trail segment will enhance waterfront access, maximize utility and 
safety, and provide ADA-compliant non-motorized access to the small boat launch. The project 
will significantly improve non-motorized access, reduce conflicts among pedestrians, bikers, 
Ship Creek and vehicles, offer scenic views, and enhance control over pedestrian trespassing 
on railroad facilities. 
 
The project is at 65% design with anticipated construction in Summer 2026, dependent upon 
funding availability and completion of the railroad bridge over Ship Creek. The MOA Parks and 
Recreation Department will maintain the facility upon completion. The Urban Design 
Commission may approve, approve with conditions, or reject the trail review application with a 
public hearing as described in Anchorage Municipal Code (AMC) 21.03.190C. Trail review. As 
required, the project team held a pre-application conference with the Municipality prior to 
submitting the application. 
 
PROPOSED TRAIL DESIGN 

This 1-mile Downtown Trail Connection establishes a non-motorized, multi-use pathway 15 feet 
total in width, with an 11-foot path and 2-foot shoulders. This segment is an important link to 
create a continuous non-motorized connection between the Coastal Trail and Ship Creek Trail. 
Additional public access to the new trail segment will be from Elderberry Park and the Small 
Boat Launch. No new parking spaces are proposed with the new trail connection, but there is 
existing parking at Elderberry Park, the Small Boat Launch, and along Downtown streets. 

To ensure safety and avoid at-grade crossings, the pathway runs under the Small Boat Launch 
Road bridge and an adjacent railroad bridge. A water-tight channel beneath these bridges 
ensures dry passage during high tides, addressing current flooding issues. The cross slope of 
the pathway will be sloped 1.5% towards the seaward side. Foreslopes are 2:1 with riprap 
armoring on the seaward side and topsoil/seed or rock cobbles on the land-side or rock cobbles 
below the tide line. Where the pathway traverses under the bridges, a water-tight channel will 
provide a dry pathway for pedestrians when high tides are present. Drainage improvements, 
including extending existing culverts and installing new ones, will manage runoff. Minor 
excavation and riprap placement in Ship Creek comply with an Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game Fish Habitat Permit, and mudflats work occurs during low tide, minimizing adverse effects 
on fish species or essential fish habitat. 
Wayfinding elements will initially include directional totems and a map kiosk, but MOA Parks 
and Recreation will later add signs to the trail. The installation of a fence between the pathway 
and the railroad tracks will prevent trespassing on Alaska Railroad Corporation land. The 
addition of lighting under the bridge will increase visibility and safety. The design includes five 
new bumpouts to pause along the path. 
 
CONSISTENCY WITH TITLE 21 AND MUNICIPAL PLANS 
The public hearing before the Urban Design Commission fulfills trail review requirements in 
AMC 21.03.190C. Trail Review. The new trail segment will seamlessly connect to existing trail 
networks, utilizing current parking lots and access points. The application describes 
conformance with municipal plans. Table 1 on the next page of this staff report summarizes a 
selection of guiding documents and demonstrates conformance of the proposed Downtown Trail 
Connection with municipal plans, including the Anchorage Metropolitan Area Transportation 
Solutions (AMATS) Non-Motorized Plan, Downtown District Plan, Anchorage 2040 Land Use 
Plan, Ship Creek Master Plan. 
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Table 1. Selection of Guiding Documents 
Document Guidance 
Anchorage 2040 Land Use 
Plan, 2017 

• Infrastructure-Land Use 

• Accessible Land Use 

• Open Space and Greenways 

Downtown District Plan, 2023 

(Page 89) 

 

• Transportation and Circulation Goals for Downtown 
Anchorage.  

o Promote and support walking and transit as the 
primary circulation modes within the Downtown Core. 

o Provide access Downtown via multiple modes of 
transportation 

Areawide Trail Plan, 1997 • An implementation tool for trail improvements. 

• Integrated trails for recreation and non-motorized 
transport. Enhances community, recreation, outdoor 
education, and reduces crime. 

Anchorage Bowl Park, 
Natural Resource, and 
Recreation Facility Plan (Park 
Plan), 2006 

• Systematic Park and recreation planning focused on 
“Trails and Connectors” (Segment No.6). 

o Aims to provide safe, accessible, and diverse parks, 
greenbelts, and trails, linking communities and 
acknowledging their economic, health, and crime-
reduction benefits.  

Anchorage Bicycle Plan, 
2010 

• A proposed separated, multi-use pathway connecting Ship 
Creek Trail to Tony Knowles Coastal Trail (Figure 13 DSS) 

Ship Creek Framework Plan, 
2014 

• A Tony Knowles trail connection to the Ship Creek Trail is 
identified within Phase I and II of the Implementation 
Strategy (pg.72 DSS) 

Ship Creek Master Plan - 
within AO 2006-46(S) 
creating the Planned 
Community Development 

• Intent #7: Make Ship Creek a mixed-use pedestrian-
oriented development 

AMATS Non-Motorized Plan, 
2011 

• Identifies the need for a connection between the Ship 
Creek Trail and Tony Knowles Coastal Trail. 

Anchorage Original 
Neighborhoods Historic 
Preservation Plan, 2015 

• Quality of Life/Livability: “Preserve and improve the 
characteristics that make the plan area an enjoyable place 
to live, especially its walkability…..” 
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AGENCY COMMENTS 
Agency comments are available in Attachment 2 of this staff report. A comment from the Flood 
Hazard Administrator says that portions of this trail are in the FEMA mapped floodplain and for 
the petitioner to obtain a Flood Hazard Permit. Other reviewing agencies provided non-objective 
or non-comments. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Attachment 2 of this application contains a resolution of support for the trail from the MOA Parks 
and Recreation Commission. The Planning Department received no additional public comments 
on this case. However, the application (available in Attachment 1 of this staff report) documents 
several public comments. Most of the comments were supportive of the project. The application 
includes robust documentation of public outreach, including meetings with the South Addition 
and Downtown Community Councils, two community open houses, and communication at the 
Anchorage Transportation Fair. The project team maintains website with information on the 
proposed trail at https://www.connectcoastaltoship.com/. 
 
DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION  
The Department recommends APPROVAL of the new 1-mile Downtown Trail Connection, 
consistent with materials on file with the Planning Department in the Application for Trail Review 
dated April 2, 2025, submitted by MOA Parks and Recreation. 

 
 
Reviewed by:             Prepared by:  
 
 
 
_____________________________           _____________________________  
Mélisa R. K. Babb              Claudia F. Farias 
Director               Senior Planner 
 

(Case 2025-0061) 
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Municipality of Anchorage, Alaska
Parks & Recreation Department

632 W. 6t h Avenue, Suite 630

P.O. Box 196650

April 2, 2025

RE: MOA AMATS Downtown Trail Connection – Coastal Trail to Ship Creek

Dear Municipality of Anchorage Planning Department: 

This Letter Authorizes R&M Consultants, Inc. to represent the Municipality of Anchorage Parks and 
Recreation Department on the AMATS Downtown Trail Connection for Municipal Planning and 
Permitting activities. If you have questions or concerns, please contact me at 907-343-4135 or at 
tanya.hickok@anchorageak.gov

Tanya Hickok, P.E. 
Project Manager 
Municipality of Anchorage Parks and Recreation  

Tanya Hickok, P
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Project Overview 
 
The Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) and the Municipality of Anchorage 
(MOA) Parks & Recreation Department (PRD) is developing the AMATS: Downtown Trail Connection, a 1-
mile non-motorized, multi-use trail connecting the Tony Knowles Coastal Trail and the Ship Creek Trail. 
This 1-mile connection is the much-needed missing link that creates a continuous 14-mile corridor in 
Downtown Anchorage.  
 
In addition to a multi-use pathway, the project will provide signage, drainage features, and bridge lighting. 
The project begins at Elderberry Park and extends the trail paralleling the waterfront to the Ship Creek 
Boat Ramp, where it will turn to run along Small Boat Launch Road until it reaches the Ship Creek Trail. 
 
The project implements the Anchorage Areawide Trails Plan (1997) and is supported by the MOA Non-
Motorized Plan. It will provide ADA compliant non-motorized access to the small boat launch and 
maximize utility and safety. 
 
Project Summary: 

- A separated, multi-use pathway intended for pedestrians, bicyclists, skiers, and other 
nonmotorized users. 

- Funding from FHWA through AMATS 
- 65% design completed in Spring 2025 
- Project construction in Summer 2026 
- Work products are being developed to DOT&PF standards. 
- MOA PRD will maintain the facility upon project completion. 

Purpose & Need 
 
The purpose of this project is to complete a trail system in Anchorage between two of its most populated 
pathways, Tony Knowles Coastal Trail, and Ship Creek Trail. This connection improves non-motorized 
access and reduces conflict between pedestrians, bikers, Ship Creek anglers, and vehicles, while also 
providing scenic views. Additionally, this route will provide greater control over pedestrian trespassing on 
railroad facilities.  
 
Need for a connected non-motorized transportation between the Coastal Trail and Ship Creek Trail has 
been identified. The 2019-2022 AMATS Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) lists the pathway 
connection as need NMO00001. The 2010 Anchorage Bike Plan identifies a separated pathway connecting 
the Coastal Trail and Ship Creek Trail as a top priority.  

Location 
 
The project is located in the city of Anchorage in Section 13 Township 13N, Range 4 W., Seward Meridian, 
USGS Topographical Map Seward D-7; Latitude 61.224167°N, Longitude 149.057222°W, within the 
Municipality of Anchorage (MOA). More generally, in downtown Anchorage, on the northwest side  
between Elderberry Park and Ship Creek (Figure 1). 
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Figure 1: Project Location

Zoning, Land Use, and Land Ownership

Zoning

Zoning from Elderberry Park to the Ship Creek Boat Ramp consists of R-3, Mixed Residential District, PLI, 
Public Lands and Institutions District, and B-2C, Central Business District-Periphery. From the Ship Creek 
Boat Ramp to the project’s terminus, zoning is entirely PCD, Planned Community District under AO 2006-
46 (S). (see Figure 2 Zoning Map)
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Figure 2: Zoning Map (MOA GIS)

Land Use

The majority of the project area is on land owned by the Alaska Railroad Corporation (ARRC). The MOA 
owns a portion of the site near the beginning of the project between Elderberry Park and 2nd Avenue 
consisting of the tidelands and uplands west of the ARRC rights-of-way.

The project area encompasses many recreational landmarks highly traveled by local Alaskans and visitors. 
Elderberry Park is located at the beginning of the project and contains play equipment and park benches. 
It was designated for park use in 1922. The project area also crosses the Small Boat Launch facilities, which 
includes two boat ramps, restroom facilities, and a small park with the original anchor from the USS 
Anchorage. During the spring and summer seasons, residents and visitors line Ship Creek to fish for 
salmon. Shorebird habitat exists along the Ship Creek flats, and it attracts bird watchers. The project area 
also provides recreational use of the Tony Knowles Coastal Trail, Ship Creek Trail, and access to the railroad 
depot. (See Figure 3)
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Figure 3: Designated Land Use; Anchorage 2040 Land Use Plan (MOA GIS)

Land Ownership

This project was selected by the Municipality of Anchorage (MOA) and funded by AMATS. The new non-
motorized multi-use pathway will be owned and maintained by the MOA. The State is a partner in 
delivering this Municipal project. 

Project Details

The project scope includes:
- Construction of a multi-use pathway
- Pedestrian level lighting
- Landscaping
- Drainage improvements
- Signage and wayfinding
- Other amenities, such as trash cans

Pathway Alignment & Materials-Preferred Alternative (Coastal Route)

Starting at Elderberry Park, the pathway would head north, paralleling the coast to the Small Boat 
Launch. Here, the pathway would run adjacent to Ship Creek Boat Launch Road until reaching Ship 

Other Open Space
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Creek, where it would cross the road and train tracks and continue to follow the south side of the creek 
until meeting the Ship Creek Trail at North C Street. Most of the coastal route alternative would be 
located where no pedestrian facilities currently exist. In order to avoid at-grade crossings, the path 
would be routed under the Small Boat Launch Road bridge and adjacent railroad bridge. This alternative 
would terminate with an existing road crossing on North C Street.  
 
The pathway will provide a total top width of 15 feet consisting of an 11-foot path with 2-foot shoulders 
on both sides, which accommodates opposing non-motorized traffic. The cross slope of the pathway will 
be 1.5% sloped towards the seaward side. Foreslopes will be 2:1 with riprap armoring placed on the 
seaward side of the pathway and topsoil and seed on the land-side or rock cobbles where below the tide 
line. Fencing will be installed to discourage trespass on ARRC owned land.  
 
Access 
 
Public access to the Downtown Trail Connection will be from: 
 

 Elderberry Park 
 Tony Knowles Coastal Trail 
 Small Boat Launch 
 Ship Creek Trail  

 
Parking is not included in this project; however, parking is provided at Elderberry Park and at the Small 
Boat Launch. On-street parking is also available along Downtown streets. 
 
Lighting  
 
Pedestrian lighting will be installed under the roadway bridge to increase visibility and safety. 
 
Signage 
 
A roadway crossing will exist at the end of the project, a roadway cross existing high-visibility pedestrian 
signs will remain to meet safety standards. 
 
Landscape Design  
 
The landscape design for the proposed Downtown Trail Connection focuses primarily on the southern 
link to the Coastal Trail near the Elderberry Park Tunnel. Native aspen trees and rose shrubs will be used 
to blend seamlessly with existing vegetation. Salvaged boulders will be strategically placed for aesthetics 
and trail delineation. Wayfinding elements will include directional totems and a map kiosk; sign content 
will be added later by MOA PRD. A small viewing plaza will feature two benches and a bear-proof trash 
receptacle. An existing statue will be relocated nearby. Along the new trail corridor, five additional 
bump-outs will each include a bench and space for small groups of cyclists or walkers to gather. At the 
Coastal Trail and Ship Creek Trail intersection, additional furnishings—a directional totem, map kiosk, 
and bear-proof receptacle—will be installed. Two more directional totems will complete the wayfinding 
system: one at the Ship Creek Trail terminus near the small boat launch, and another at the connection 
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to the existing trail. All disturbed areas outside planting beds and above the high-water mark will be 
restored with topsoil and a native revegetation seed mix to prevent erosion. 
 
Safety Improvements  
 
By providing a dedicated, non-motorized, continuous connection between the Coastal Trail and the Ship 
Creek Trail, users can recreate without railroad crossing conflicts.  Additionally, installing a fence between 
the pathway and the railroad tracks will reduce trespassing issues and pedestrian-train conflicts. Adding 
under bridge lighting increases visibility and safety.  
 
The pathway route crosses a road bridge and railroad bridge. By routing the pathway under the bridges, 
pedestrian conflicts with vehicles and trains are mitigated. Furthermore, a water-tight channel will be 
constructed where the pathway traverses under the bridges, providing a dry pathway for pedestrians 
when high tides are present.  
 
 
Drainage 
 
Based on NOAA tide tables, the existing foot path under the Small Boat Launch Road bridge and 
adjacent railroad bridge floods regularly. Other sections of the existing path along Ship Creek flood 
approximately once or twice a month.  
 
Drainage in the project area generally flows to the west and outfalls into Ship Creek or the Knik Arm. There 
are a few existing storm drainpipes that collect runoff from the watershed and outfall into the Knik Arm 
and Ship Creek in the location of the proposed pathway. Additionally, local culverts are present that 
convey drainage in low lying areas. These culverts will need to be extended, as well as new culverts 
installed for adequate drainage.  
 
Ship Creek and other Cook Inlet supporting streams have been designated by the Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game as Essential Fish Habitat. In-water work would include minor excavation and placement 
of riprap within Ship Creek. An Alaska Department of Fish and Game Fish Habitat Permit will be acquired 
for work below the ordinary high water mark of Ship Creek. In addition, fill material and riprap will be 
placed within the mudflats at the uppermost portions of the intertidal areas of Cook Inlet. Mudflat work 
would be completed during low tide. Given that work in the tidal waters would occur during low tide 
and work in Ship Creek would comply with the provisions of a DFG Fish Habitat Permit, no adverse 
effects to fish species or Essential Fish Habitat are expected as a result of the proposed project. 
 
Wetlands 
 
Reviews of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service National Wetland Inventory and MOA Wetlands Mappers 
on February 25, 2021 identified several potential wetland areas and Waters of the U.S. (WOUS) adjacent 
to the proposed project corridor. A wetland delineation and functional analysis of the proposed project 
area was conducted on October 1, 2021, and identified three large jurisdictional wetland areas: 
estuarine subtidal and intertidal wetlands adjacent to Cook Inlet and riverine intertidal wetlands 
adjacent to Ship Creek.  
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Impacts to wetlands would include removing native material and the permanent placement of fill 
material to construct the new pathway and drainage improvements, including the replacement and 
installation of new culverts. The proposed project is designed to avoid wetlands and WOUS to the extent 
practicable while still meeting the project’s purpose and need. However, total avoidance is not feasible 
given the alignment constraints posed by ARRC and the large extent of the adjacent wetland areas. Only 
the minimum amount of fill necessary to construct and protect the new pathway embankment would be 
placed within wetlands and WOUS.  
 
A USACE Section 404 permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) will be obtained before 
construction, and Section 404(b)(1) mitigation guidelines will be adhered to for impacts to jurisdictional 
waters that cannot otherwise be avoided. Though the project involves USCG-defined navigable waters, 
work will be limited to dredging and fill material placement within the upper intertidal areas of Cook 
Inlet and tidally influenced wetland areas adjacent to Ship Creek, and no USCG Bridge Permit will be 
required. 
 
Soil Conditions 
 
Soils within the project area primarily consists of varying thicknesses of granular fills or native soils, 
estuarine fine-grained deposits, a thin layer of gravelly alluvium, and clay of the Bootlegger Cove 
Formation. Construction of the pathway over undeveloped lands will likely see consolidation 
settlements and soft ground. Groundwater is present between 3 feet and 15 feet below the ground 
surface; however, the area is tidally influenced, and so the groundwater levels fluctuate seasonally and 
during high precipitation periods. Groundwater was found closer to the surface in the undisturbed tidal 
flats than in the developed areas.  
 
The project is largely located in a Zone 4 – High Ground Failure Susceptibility seismic area, as classified 
by MOA. The area near and adjacent to Ship Creek is classified as Zone 3 – Moderate Ground Failure 
Susceptibility. Slope stability should be addressed in the pathway structural design. 
 
A geotechnical investigation for this project is pending. Additional soil information will be added once 
the geotechnical report is complete. 
 
According to DEC’s Contaminated Sites Mapper, there are six active contaminated sites in the vicinity of 
the project. The project is not expected to disturb these sites.  
 
Design Standards and Guidelines 
 
The Downtown Trail Connection complies with the design standards and guidelines contained in 
the following publications: 
 
Standards 

 A Policy on Geometric Design of Highways and Streets (PGDHS), 7th Edition, AASHTO, 2018.  

 Roadside Design Guide (RDG), 4th Edition, AASHTO, 2011.  

 Alaska Highway Preconstruction Manual (HPCM), DOT&PF, 2025 as amended. 

 Alaska Highway Drainage Manual (AHDM), DOT&PF, 2006. 
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 The Alaska Traffic Manual (ATM), consisting of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices 
(MUTCD), 2009 as amended, U.S. DOT, FHWA) and the Alaska Traffic Manual Supplement (ATMS), 
DOT&PF, 2016. 

 ADA Standards for Transportation Facilities, DOT, 2006. 

 ADA Standards for Accessible Design, DOJ, 2010. 

 Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities, 3rd Edition, AASHTO, 1999.  

 Recommended Practice for Roadway Lighting (RP-8-14), ANSI / IES, 2014. 

 Design Criteria Manual (DCM), MOA, Project Management & Engineering Department, 2007 with 
2018 revision. 

 
Guidelines 

 Proposed Accessibility Standards for Pedestrian Facilities in the Public Right-of-Way (PROWAG), 
U.S. Access Board, 2011. 

 Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities, 4th Edition, AASHTO, 2012. 

 Guide for the Planning, Design, and Operation of Pedestrian Facilities, 1st Edition, AASHTO, 2004. 

Conformance with Adopted Plans 
 
Anchorage 2020-Anchorage Bowl Comprehensive Plan, 2001 
 
The Anchorage 2020 Comprehensive Plan is a blueprint guiding development in the Anchorage Bowl by 
identifying land use policies and specific strategies to accomplish community goals and objectives. The 
proposed Chugach Foothills Connector pathway advances the following goals, objectives, and policies of 
the Anchorage 2020 Plan: 
 

 Land Use Goal –  
o Transportation Choices: an efficient transportation system that offers affordable, viable 

choices among various modes of travel that serve all parts of the community. 
 Design and Environment Goal –  

o Transportation Design and Maintenance: a safe, energy-efficient transportation system 
that is designed and maintained for year-round use and that respects the integrity of 
Anchorage’s natural and built northern environment. 

o Harmony with Nature: an urban place that develops in harmony with its natural setting 
and is mindful of its natural hazards. 

 Public Improvements & Services –  
o Parks, Trails and Recreation: a sustainable and accessible system of recreational facilities, 

parks, trails, and open space that meets year-round neighborhood and community-wide 
needs. 

 Policy #38: Design, construct, and maintain roadways or rights-of-way to promote and enhance 
physical connectivity within and between neighborhoods. 

 Policy #45: Connect local activity centers, such as neighborhood schools and community centers 
with parks, sports fields, greenbelts, and trails where feasible. 
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Anchorage 2040 Land Use Plan 
 
Applicable policies in the Anchorage 2040 Land Use Plan include: 
 

 Goal 5 – Infrastructure-Land Use 
o 5.1: Implement recommended land use patterns and growth in context with existing 

infrastructure capacity and planned improvements, for utilities, streets, trails, public 
transit, parks, green infrastructure, and schools. 

 Goal 6 – Accessible Land Use 
o Maximizing all modes of travel including street, sidewalk, transit, and trail connections, is 

critical to supporting successful growth. 
o Transit and trails are critical to growth, while improving quality of life and mitigating road 

congestion. 
 Goal 8 – Open Space and Greenways 

o Anchorage maintains, improves, and strategically expands parks, greenbelts, riparian 
corridors, and trail corridors to enhance land values, public access, neighborhoods, and 
mixed-use centers. 

o Connecting these assets to neighborhoods and employment centers by extending 
greenbelt trails and other pedestrian connections is also a high community priority. 

o 8.2: Provide new and improved trails, greenbelts, and other pedestrian facilities as 
alternative travel ways connecting open spaces, neighborhoods, and centers. 

 Open Spaces 
o Anchorage’s beauty and livability is due in large part to its parks, trails, and natural open 

space system. 
 
Our Downtown District Plan, 2023 
 
Page 89 of the Plan identifies the Transportation and Circulation Goals for Downtown Anchorage. The 
Downtown Trail Connection project implements Goals 1 and 2 of the Plan which state: 
 
Goal 1: 
 Promote and support walking and transit as the primary circulation modes within the Downtown Core: 
Improve pedestrian and bicycle safety, comfort, and mobility. Minimize barriers to walking. Route buses 
such that transit can be used as a natural extension of the Downtown walking experience.  
 
Goal 2: 
Provide access to Downtown via multiple modes of transportation: Downtown should be accessible to 
pedestrians, bicyclists, public transit riders, and motorists for a wide variety of trips, including 
employment, education, shopping, recreation, and tourism. Improve transit routing from outside the 
Downtown core to maximize efficiency and the number of destinations served. 
 
Community comments in the Plan emphasize a need for Coastal trail connectively (pg. 89). Furthermore, 
it identifies a connection between the Tony Knowles Coastal Trail and the Ship Creek Trail (pg. 95). 
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Areawide Trails Plan, 1997 
 
The Areawide Trails Plan serves as an implementation tool for trail improvements and is a component of 
the Anchorage 2020 Comprehensive Plan.  The Areawide Trails Plan has two focuses: the development of 
integrated trails serving multiple recreational users and the creation of a trail system that facilitates non-
motorized modes of transportation.  The proposed project meets or enhances the following goals and 
policies of the Areawide Trails Plan: 
 
Goals: 
 Serves as a basic component of a comprehensive supplemental transportation system by all citizens. 
 Strengthens the sense of community and neighborhood by linking neighborhoods and increasing the 

opportunity for people to interact. 
 Provides recreation for people of all ages, abilities, and financial status. 
 Provides new opportunities for outdoor education. 
 Reduces crime by bringing responsible recreationalists into an area. 

 
Policies: 
 Trails shall be considered integral to the Municipality of Anchorage transportation network and shall 

be provided to encourage convenient, healthful means of transportation as an alternative to 
automobile use (Policy Statement No. 2). 

 The MOA shall provide a wide range of trail opportunities to accommodate varying activities, abilities, 
and users (Policy Statement No. 3). 

 The trail system should be geographically distributed to provide safe and convenient access to a 
maximum number of municipal residents (Policy Statement No. 4). 

 The municipal park and greenbelt system should facilitate development of an integrated trail system 
where it is appropriate to provide trail linkages between neighborhoods, school, and park sites, and 
major areas of public activity (Policy Statement No. 6). 

 
Projects 
 Anchorage area map shows a planned multi-use, paved trail connecting the Ship Creek Trail and Tony 

Knowles Coastal Trail. 
 
Anchorage Bowl Park, Natural Resource, and Recreation Facility Plan (Park Plan), 2006 
 
The Park Plan provides a systematic approach for planning parks, recreation, and natural use areas and is 
intended to be used to improve parks and recreation for all citizens. The proposed project is associated 
with “Trails and Connectors” in the plan, specifically segment No. 6. 
  

“These provide non-motorized links between residential areas, parks and schools. This 
classification consists of trails, greenbelts, and linear parks and includes a mix of hard and soft-
surface trails. Maintenance of these areas is dependent on the type of trail and design standard. 
Trails and connector administration is implemented primarily through the Anchorage Areawide 
Trails Plan” (pg. xi). 
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Goals: 
 Provide a variety of safe, pleasant, and distinctive community use parks that are responsive to the 

diverse needs of its residents, with good access to schools, recreation, natural areas, community 
facilities and surrounding neighborhoods. 

 Acknowledge the economic benefits of parks and recreation to the local economy in attracting new 
businesses, retaining quality workforce, increasing property values, reducing crime, and improving 
the health of local residents. 

 Establish, develop, manage, and maintain a balanced system of parks, greenbelts, and trails for year-
round utilization that meets neighborhood and community-wide needs. 

 Create a pedestrian-oriented system of parks and natural resource greenways linking open spaces 
and residential neighborhoods and existing and proposed parklands and school sites. 
 

Non-Motorized Plan 
 While not following the proposed project alignment, the Non-Motorized Plan does identify the 

need for a connection between the Ship Creek Trail and Tony Knowles Coastal Trail. 
 

Anchorage Bicycle Plan, 2010 
 A proposed separated, multi-use pathway connecting Ship Creek Trail to Tony Knowles Coastal 

Trail (Figure 13) 
 
Ship Creek Framework Plan, 2014 

 A Tony Knowles trail connection to the Ship Creek Trail is identified within Phase I and II of the 
Implementation Strategy (pg. 72) 
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Trail Review Application 
MOA Parks & Recreation AMATS: Downtown Trail Connection 

12 
 

Public & Agency Outreach 
Table 1 summarizes outreach activities and schedule: 
 

YYear  DDate  OOutreach  

2022 

June 23, 2022 Presentation at South Addition Community Council 
Meeting 

July 6, 2022 Presentation at Downtown Community Council 
Meeting 

August 10, 2022 
 Community Open House #1 

September 20, 2022 
 Anchorage Trails Coalition Meeting 

2023 January 12, 2023 Anchorage Transportation Fair 

2024 March 28, 2024 Anchorage Transportation Fair 

2025 

April 1, 2025 MOA Trail Review pre-application meeting 

April 10, 2025 MOA Parks and Recreation Commission Review and 
Public Hearing 

April 15, 2025 Anchorage Transportation Fair 

April 17, 2025 Government Hill Community Council Meeting 

April 24, 2025 South Addition Community Council Meeting 

May 7, 2025 Downtown Community Council Meeting 

June 11, 2025 UDC Trail Review at 65% design 
 

2026 Summer 2026 
Construction anticipated to start depending on the 

completion date for the ARRC MP 114.3 Bridge 
Construction and availability of funding. 

Table 1: Public Outreach for Downtown Trail Connection Project 
 
See Attachment C: Public Involvement Materials for copies of the open house summary, meeting 
summaries, meeting materials used, and public notice materials. 
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Trail Review Application 
MOA Parks & Recreation AMATS: Downtown Trail Connection 

13 

Construction Cost Estimates:  

Environmental Document & Design $2,637,000 

Right-of-Way $1,500,000 

Utility Relocation $500,000 

Construction $11,000,000 

TTotal  $$1155,,6637,,000  

Table 2: Construction Cost Estimates 

Attachments 

Attachment A: Preferred Pathway Alignment Map
Attachment B: 65% Plans in Hand
Attachment C: Public Involvement Materials
Attachment D: 
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CALL MEETING TO ORDER

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•

•

•
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___________________________________________________ 
ADDITIONAL COUNCIL INFORMATION  

Mission: To serve and advocate for our Downtown community.  
Vision: We represent Downtown for the betterment of the community. 

 
 

1. Presentations and reports are timed in 
consideration of the agenda. 

2. Please wait to be recognized by the Chair. 
3. Please sign in when attending the meeting. 
4. If you would like to be added to the email 

list provide your email on the sign in sheet 
or send an email to 
info@communitycouncils.org  or 
downtown.c.council@gmail.com  

5. The DTCC has a webpage maintained by the 
Federation of Community Councils. Contact 
information, agenda, meeting minutes, 
letters of support, resolutions, and other 
documents are located on this website. 

   
 

Downtown Community Council Board 
President:                 Silvia Villamides 
Vice President:               Mike Ward 
Treasurer:                    Jason Motyka 
Secretary:                   Richard Irwin 
Member At Large: Chris Jones 
Member At Large: Alexandria McCormick 
Member at Large: Vacant 
FCC Delegate:   

 
    Marijuana & Alcohol Committee: 

Purpose: Review marijuana and alcohol 
license applications, renewals, and related 
issues.  
Chair:              Silvia Villamides 
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SUMMARY 
AMATS Downtown Trail Connection – Coastal Trail 

to Ship Creek Trail  
CFHWY00586 

Community Open House #1: Public Scoping 
Summary  

 
 

Date | Time: August 10, 2022 (6:00pm - 7:30pm) |  

Location:  The Performing Arts Center (621 W. 6th Avenue Anchorage, AK   |  

Project Team   
 Noah King, PE, DOT&PF Project Manager 
 John Pekar, PE, Kinney Engineering Project Manager 
 Steve Rafuse, MOA Parks & Recreation Superintendent 
 Van Le, AICP, R&M, Planning & Public Involvement Manager 
 Taryn Oleson-Yelle, AICP, R&M, Public Involvement Coordinator 

Attendees 

16 members of the public signed in during the 1.5 hour open house (see sign in).  

Advertisements/Notices: 

 831 postcards invitations mailed first class to property owners and current residents in Downtown and South 
Addition in the larger vicinity of the project 

 South Addition Community Council Presentation June 23, 2022 
 Downtown Community Council Presentation July 6, 2022 
 Downtown Community Council Notice distribution and announcement at August 3, 2022 meeting 
 AMATS TAC presentation and announcement  
 MOA Parks and Recreation social media postings 
 AMATS social media postings 

Meeting Materials 

The following materials were provided during the site meeting: 

 Fact Sheet & Frequently Asked Questions 
 Proposed Concept Plan (board) 
 Proposed Concept Plan with Wetlands, Utilities & ROW (board) 
 Proposed Pathway at Mudflats (board) 
 Proposed Pathway at Ship Creek (board) 
 Schedule (board) 
 Fact Sheet and Conflict Points Handouts 
 Comment Forms 
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Page 2 

Meeting Summary 

The meeting was held open house style, with informational materials available throughout the space and project team 
members available to explain materials and answer questions one-on-one or in small groups. No formal presentation 
was given.  

Attendees began arriving and engaging ahead of the advertised start time of 6:00 PM; they were encouraged to sign in 
and given a project Fact Sheet with Frequently Asked Questions and answers. Comment forms were available at the 
sign-in table as well as on tables throughout the space.  

Most conversations with attendees were focused on the benefits of the project; support for the new connection was 
frequently expressed. 

 
The following is a summary of the comments (grouped roughly by topic), questions and answers that were provided 
during and after the meeting: 

Maintenance:  

 A lot of fill/rip rap to make this happen and with tide changes and climate change, will the new pathway endure 
over time? 

o The project will be designed to have a long-life span much like the existing Coastal and Ship Creek Trails. 
life. Maintenance by the MOA will also ensure that it will endure overtime for public benefit.  

 Will the flooding at the Ship Creek bridge undercrossing still happen? 
o The design will be developed to reduce this situation as much as possible. There will still be extreme 

weather events that will cause flooding.  

Access & Connections 

 Connection is long and does not provide options for getting on/off other than the beginning and end points 
of the project 

 2nd Avenue connection past the railroad depot may not be intuitive the first time you navigate it, but it does 
work, provides connection to destinations downtown, and is already available without new significant 
environmental impact 

Project Cost:  

 A lot of money for a project that is not needed 
 The dollar for this project would be better spent on nonmotorized facilities in midtown and other areas whose 

need is more apparent and warranted.  

Purpose and Need:  

 By-pass of downtown or a more scenic addition to a commute 
 Like being able to avoid navigating downtown for long recreational rides or skis 
 Clear connection to the small boat launch 

Written Comments: 

 “I am so excited for this connection! Ship Creek is a great area for tourists, workers, and resident and 
developing this trail will better connect Mountain View commuters to Downtown ” 

 “This is an excellent project. I am a biker and I fully agree with this project. Look forward to biking in the 
new north trail in 2024.” 

 “Glad to see this proposed connection being built, hope it gets completed on schedule. In 1982 I rode 
from Anchorage to Long Beach CA, 4,400 miles in 80 days, averaging 70 miles/day, one day off weekly. I 
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Page 3 

was 40 then and 80 now. I hope I’ll ride this new connection when it is built, it will be very good for 
Anchorage to expand the Coastal Trail for continuous multi-use.” 

 “Sounds good, should have been done years ago.” 
 “I’m supporting of the proposed connection between the Coastal and Ship Creek rails, both to facilitate 

a safer non-motorized connection that allows people to bypass navigating through Downtown and 
actuate the small boat launch. Is it possible to also sign/wayfinding the existing connection? It would be 
good to allow people who want a more direct connection to navigate between 2nd Ave and the Ship 
Creek Trail entrance. Has there been outreach in Mountain View about the plan to groom Ship Creek 
Trail? There’s traditionally been a lot of support for plowing the trail instead of grooming (though 
maybe(though maybe that’s changed). Looking forward to a safer, accessible access under the Ship 
Creek bridge!” 
 

Next Steps: 

 Project team is seeking public comments on the project  
 Open House materials are posted to the project website: www.ConnectCoastaltoShip.com  
 Open House 2 is being planned for Spring 2023 
 Parks and Recreation Commission will review the project in Spring/Summer 2023 
 Urban Design Commission will hold a public hearing on the project in summer/fall 2023 
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Project Scope The Project will connect the
Tony Knowles Coastal Trail and the Ship Creek 
Trail in Downtown Anchorage to form a 14-mile 
continuous non-motorized, multi-use corridor. 
This over one-mile connection will complete the 

Anchorage Areawide Trails Plan (1997) and is 
supported by the MOA Non-Motorized Plan. The 
Project will provide ADA compliant non-motorized 
access to the small boat launch and maximize 
utility and safety. The Downtown Trail Connec-
tion project will go through the MOA’s trail review 
process with community involvement, Parks and 
Recreation Commission and approval by the Ur-
ban Design Commission. 

AMATS: Downtown Trail Connection 

Project No. CFHWY00586 

Schedule 
Open House 1: Public Scoping
August 2022

CoCoCoCCCCoo
k I

nle
t / 

Knik
 Arm

CONTACTS

DOT&PF
, PE, Project Manager

907.269.0 7
@alaska.gov

Kinney Engineering, LLC
John Pekar, P.E., Project Manager
907.344.7580
johnpekar@kinneyeng.com

R&M Consultants, Inc.
Van Le, AICP, 
Planning/Public Involvement Manager
907.646.9659
vle@rmconsult.com

 www.ConnectCoastaltoShip.com

4/25

24/25

  Winter 24/25

       
        

  

       
        

  

Construction is anticipated to start in 2025 or 2026
depending on the completion date for the ARRC MP
114.3 Bridge Construction and availability of funding.
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•
•
•

Construction is anticipated to start in 2025 or 2026 if all funding is available and if the construction 
phasing works with the railroad's plans to replace their bridge over Ship Creek.

                                                 
              

• The Urban Design Commission will hold a public hearing on the project in winter of 2024/2025

• Open House #1, August 10, 2022. Open House 2 is planned for the winter of 2024/2025
• The Parks and Recreation Commission will review the project in the winter of 2024/2025
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AMATS: Downtown Trail Connection 

Tell us what you think about the proposed Ship Creek to Coastal Trail Connection!
Use the space below, leave a comment on the project website www.ConnectCoastaltoShip.com, 

or contact a member of the project team.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

CONTACTS

DOT&PF
Noah King, PE, Project Manager
907.269.0657
noah.king@alaska.gov

Kinney Engineering, LLC
John Pekar, P.E., Project Manager
907.344.7580
johnpekar@kinneyeng.com

R&M Consultants, Inc.
Van Le, AICP, 
Planning/Public Involvement Manager
907.646.9659
vle@rmconsult.com w

w
w

.C
on

ne
ct

Co
as

ta
lto

Sh
ip

.c
om

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

YOUR NAME:

EMAIL:
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From: Van Le
To: John B. Pekar
Cc: Taryn Oleson-Yelle
Subject: Anchorage Trails -September 20, 2022 Meeting Summary from APF
Date: Friday, November 18, 2022 1:40:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
image005.png

Hi John,

Please see Anchorage Trails Coalition Meeting summary from September 20, 2022.

I will PDF a copy for our files also.

Thanks,
Van

Van Le, AICP Manager – Planning Department

R&M CONSULTANTS, INC. | 9101 Vanguard Drive | Anchorage, Alaska 99507
907.646.9659 direct | 907.242.1578 mobile

Facebook | LinkedIn | rmconsult.com

Innovating Today for Alaska’s Tomorrow

Minutes from the September 20, 2022 Anchorage Trails Coalition meeting below.

Diana Rhoades, Nicolette Dent, Beth Nordlund, Steve Cleary, Emily Weiser, Aaron Jongenelen, Heather Liller, Hans Arnett, Jessie Doherty,
Elise Huggins, Katie Reilly, Brad Coy, Judy Bittner, Taryn Oleson-Yelle, John Pekar, Nancy Pease, Haley Johnston, Lindsey Hajduk, Chris
Beck, Melanie Sutton, Craig Lyon, Mariyam Medovaya, Rep. Zack Fields, Evan Anderson,

Recording of previous meeting ANC TRAILS MTG - Downtown Trail Connection, Health, Park & Trail updates-20220929_214617-
Meeting Recording.mp4

Downtown Trail Connection: Connect Coastal Trail to Ship Creek Trail
John Pekar, PE, Kinney Engineering, Project Engineer for the Taryn Oleson-Yelle, R&M Consultants, Planning & Public
Involvement
https://www.connectcoastaltoship.com/

AMATS Project managed by the state of AK, to be owned and maintained by the City
Taryn and Van Le with R&M are consultants
Kinney Engineering Providing design
Talked about since "1997," railroad owns much of property, want to minimize railroad impact
Sealevel rise question-- there is no sea level increase projected at this location
Soft shoulder design question-- will have to talk with the city
At grade crossing question from Brad Coy, no change for use
1% for art eligible?  No. It’s not City land.
Tie in for south end, main trail/right of way -- needs more work/move the Y away from the tunnel
Cars parking on small boat launch road north side -- will you consider separation from road?
Stairs that fisherpeople use for access down to creek are in bad condition, low spots when tide goes over 31"
Was route going downtown considered?  Similar costs, but you still have a railroad crossing

Railroad is separately working to connect from 2nd Ave, which is not part of this project
Is railroad planning to raise its bridge?  It is on their long-term list and they got funding for it THIS MONTH.  It will save the project money.  Both
scheduling build in 2024.
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Jessie Doherty, MPH | Public Health Specialist | State of Alaska Physical Activity & Nutrition Unit
2020 obesity rates AK vs ANC (one out of three obese)

68% in high school in healthy weight range, in lower grades 63% in healthy weight range
Opportunities for Active Transportation Grants in Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) info:  $3.7 billion
Recent COVID rates in local communities :  61% Alaskans vaccinated
Dept. of Health and Social Services to Dept. of Health / Name change update:  1) Department of Health

Nicolette Dent, Planner, Anchorage Parks and Recreation – Park and Trail updates
Tuesday Night Race Series, 6 weeks
Ship Creek Trail Reopened
Fish Creek to Ocean Open House Oct 12
NE Connector Phase 2, to open 2023.  Gravel Pathway where Tudor and Muldoon meet
Ure Park new connection to be completed in 2023
GIS Department will push out a new trails layer: 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/991f3019f8104dfa951678b98476f5e3
Wayfinding Moose Loop and AK Long Trail work. 

Have Chester, Coastal and Campbell Creek Trail wayfinding:  prioritize needs, connections
Inventory of all signs on multi-use trails on GPS: 
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Round-robin to give an update on outdoor recreation topics.

- Trick or Treat Fish Creek, Oct 31 https://www.facebook.com/events/754861185602961
AMATS TIP will now include platted undeveloped areas in maps?
Which trails are recreational and which are transportation infrastructure?
Underpass at scooter ave south of Dimond.  Should it be nonmotorized?
Trail Tails are Back:  Oct 18 and November 19 at Museum
Finished brushing Eklutna lakeside trail
Downtown Streets Engineering Study in TIP (more about speed limits than wayfinding)

Alaska Long Trail Anchorage Connectivity Opportunities

Diana Rhoades
Director of Community Engagement
Direct 907.249. 6652 Mobile 520.982.4178
anchorageparkfoundation.org
Working Together to Improve the Parks and Trails You Love!
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laska Airlines Center Auxiliary GymAlaska Airlines Center, Auxiliary GymAlaska Airlines Center, Auxiliary Gym
3550 Providence Drive, Anchorage, AK3550 Providence Drive, Anchorage, AK

Take Take Bus Routes Bus Routes 0, or 55.10, 20, or 55.10, 20, or 55.

SSSSSSnacksS kSnacks available while supplies last!s available while supplies last!

FEATURED PROJECTS
42nd Avenue Upgrade

Dowling Road Rehabilitation
Glenn Highway Rehabilitation: Airport Heights to Parks Highway

Northern Lights Boulevard Surface Rehabilitation
Seward to Glenn Connection Planning Environmental Linkages Study

Spenard Road Rehabilitation
And many more...

It is the policy of the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) that no person shall be excluded from participation in or be
denied benefits of any and all programs or activities we provide based on race, religion, gender, age, marital status, ability or national origin
regardless of the funding source including Federal Transit Administration, Federal Aviation Administration, Federal Highway Administration and
State of Alaska Funds. The DOT&PF complies with Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Individuals with disabilities who many need
auxiliary aids, services, and or special modifications to participate in this public event should call or text Camden Yehle at 907-346-0506 or call
Alaska Relay at 711. Requests should be made at least 2 days before the accommodation is needed.

Learn about road, rail, pedestrian, air, and safety
projects being planned and designed near you!

ANYTIME

3 PM to 7 PM
THURSDAY

MARCH 28, 2024

Questions? Contact Camden Yehle at
camden.yehlealaska@gmail.com, text/call

907-346-0506, or visit our website!

www.anchorage-transportation-fair.com
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Copyright (C) 2024 Yehle & Associates LLC. All rights reserved.
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3/7/24, 10:26 AM Anchorage Transportation Fair 2024 - Alaska Online Public Notices

https://aws.state.ak.us/OnlinePublicNotices/Notices/View.aspx?id=214501 1/2

Anchorage Transportation Fair 2024

Mark your calendars for the Anchorage Transportation Fair where you can learn about road, rail, pedestrian, air,
and safety projects being planned and designed near you!

Anchorage Transportation Fair

Date: Thursday, March 28, 2024, anytime between 3 and 7 pm

Location: Alaska Airlines Center, Auxiliary Gym, 3550 Providence Dr, Anchorage

Ride bus routes 10, 20, or 55

Snacks available! (While supplies last)

Featured Projects

42nd Avenue Upgrade
Downtown Lighting and Signals Upgrade

Glenn Highway Rehabilitation: Airport Heights to Parks Highway
Seward to Glenn Connection PEL Study
Spenard Road Rehabilitation
West Anchorage Snow Disposal Site

Website: www.anchorage-transportation-fair.com

Questions?

Contact Camden Yehle at camden.yehlealaska@gmail.com or text/call 907-346-0506.

It is the policy of the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) that no person shall be
excluded from participation in or be denied benefits of any and all programs or activities we provide based on
race, religion, gender, age, marital status, ability or national origin regardless of the funding source including
Federal Transit Administration, Federal Aviation Administration, Federal Highway Administration and State of
Alaska Funds.

The DOT&PF complies with Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Individuals with disabilities
who many need auxiliary aids, services, and or special modifications to participate in this public event should
call or text Camden Yehle at 907-346-0506 or call Alaska Relay at 711. Requests should be made at least 2 days
before the accommodation is needed.

Attachments

Anchorage Transportation Fair 2024 Flier.pdf

Revision History
Created 3/6/2024 4:17:25 PM by jreese

Details

Department: Transportation and Public
Facilities

Category: Public Notices
Sub-Category:
Location(s): Statewide

Attachments, History, Details
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3/7/24, 10:26 AM Anchorage Transportation Fair 2024 - Alaska Online Public Notices

https://aws.state.ak.us/OnlinePublicNotices/Notices/View.aspx?id=214501 2/2

Project/Regulation #:

Publish Date: 3/6/2024
Archive Date: 3/29/2024

Events/Deadlines: Anchorage Transportation
Fair
3/28/2024 3:00pm - 7:00pm

View on Map
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1 1Page of

Product
KSKA FM

Contract Dates

Original Date / Revision

03/25/24 - 03/28/24

03/05/2403/05/24Alaska DOT & Public Facilities

Property Sales OfficeAccount Executive
Anchorage LocaChristina Young

Billing Cycle Billing Calendar Cash/Trade
EOM/EOC Broadcast Cash

And:

Alaska Public Media
3877 University Drive
Anchorage, AK  99508-4676
ar@alaskapublic.org
(907) 550-8400

KSKA-FM

Contract Agreement Between:

CONTRACT
Alt Order #

 / 

Contract / Revision
1104  / 

Estimate #

Special Handling
Email

Advertiser

Agy Code Product 1/2Advertiser Code

Agency Ref Advertiser Ref

Demographic
Households

Alaska DOT & PublicFacilities
Attention: Sean Baski
PO Box 106900
Anchorage, AK  99519-6900

Ch*Line Start Date End Date Description
Start/End
Time Days Week Rate TypeLength

Spots/
Spots Amount

1 03/25/24 03/28/24 M-Th 9a-3p M-Th 9a-3p MTWT--- :30 0 $40.00 NM 6 $240.00N KSKA
Anchorage Transportation Fair Thursday, March 28, 2024.

Totals 6 $240.00

Time Period # of Spots Gross Amount Net Amount

02/26/24 6 $240.00 $240.0003/28/24-
$240.00$240.006Totals

Signature: Date: 

(* Line Transactions:  N = New, E = Edited, D = Deleted)
Notwithstanding to whom bills are rendered, advertiser, agency and service, jointly and severally, shall remain obligated to pay to station the amount of any bills rendered by station within the time specified and until

payment in full is received by station.  Payment by advertiser to agency or to service or payment by agency to service, shall not constitute payment to station.  Station will not be bound by conditions. printed or
otherwise contracts, insertion orders, copy instructions or any correspondence when such conflict with the above terms and conditions.  Two week advance cancellation notice is required unless otherwise specified.

powered by WideOrbit

Sean Baski, SOA Department of Transportation & Public Facilities 

3/7/24
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1 1Page of

Product
KSKA FM

Contract Dates

Original Date / Revision

03/23/24 - 03/28/24

03/05/2403/05/24Alaska Railroad Corporation

Property Sales OfficeAccount Executive
Anchorage LocaChristina Young

Billing Cycle Billing Calendar Cash/Trade
EOM/EOC Broadcast Cash

And:

Alaska Public Media
3877 University Drive
Anchorage, AK  99508-4676
ar@alaskapublic.org
(907) 550-8400

KSKA-FM

Contract Agreement Between:

CONTRACT
Alt Order #

 / 

Contract / Revision
1105  / 

Estimate #

Special Handling
Email

Advertiser

Agy Code Product 1/2Advertiser Code

Agency Ref Advertiser Ref

Demographic
Households

Alaska Railroad Corporation
Attention: Catherine Clarke
PO Box 107500
Anchorage, AK  99510-7500

Ch*Line Start Date End Date Description
Start/End
Time Days Week Rate TypeLength

Spots/
Spots Amount

2 03/25/24 03/28/24 M-F 6a-9a 6a-9a :30 NM 1 $60.00N KSKA
Anchorage Transportation Fair, Thursday, March 28, 2024.

Start Date End Date Weekdays Spots/Week Rate
03/25/24 03/31/24 MTWT--- 1 $60.00Week: 

3 03/25/24 03/28/24 M-Th 9a-3p M-Th 9a-3p :30 NM 3 $120.00N KSKA
Anchorage Transportation Fair, Thursday, March 28, 2024.

Start Date End Date Weekdays Spots/Week Rate
03/25/24 03/31/24 MTWT--- 3 $40.00Week: 

3p-6p :30 NM 1 $60.00N 4 KSKA 03/25/24 03/27/24 M- 3p-6p
Anchorage Transportation Fair, Thursday, March 28, 2024.

Start Date End Date Weekdays Spots/Week Rate
03/25/24 03/31/24 MTW---- 1 $60.00Week: 

Totals 5 $240.00

Time Period # of Spots Gross Amount Net Amount

02/26/24 5 $240.00 $240.0003/28/24-
$240.00$240.005Totals

Signature: Date: 

(* Line Transactions:  N = New, E = Edited, D = Deleted)
Notwithstanding to whom bills are rendered, advertiser, agency and service, jointly and severally, shall remain obligated to pay to station the amount of any bills rendered by station within the time specified and until

payment in full is received by station.  Payment by advertiser to agency or to service or payment by agency to service, shall not constitute payment to station.  Station will not be bound by conditions. printed or
otherwise contracts, insertion orders, copy instructions or any correspondence when such conflict with the above terms and conditions.  Two week advance cancellation notice is required unless otherwise specified.

powered by WideOrbit

Catherine Clarke, Alaska Railroad Corporationtherine Clarke Alas
03/07/2024
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3/26/24, 7:08 PM Gmail - Reminder: Anchorage Transportation Fair - March 28

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1/?ik=8ec65f04ce&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1794612638494165464&simpl=msg-f:1794612638494165464 1/3115



3/26/24, 7:08 PM Gmail - Reminder: Anchorage Transportation Fair - March 28

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1/?ik=8ec65f04ce&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1794612638494165464&simpl=msg-f:1794612638494165464 2/3116



3/26/24, 7:08 PM Gmail - Reminder: Anchorage Transportation Fair - March 28

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1/?ik=8ec65f04ce&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1794612638494165464&simpl=msg-f:1794612638494165464 3/3

Copyright (C) 2024 Yehle & Associates LLC. All rights reserved.
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MEMORANDUM

PROJECT OVERVIEW

The Anchorage Metropolitan Area Transportation Solutions (AMATS) Downtown Connector Trail 
Project (Project) will connect the Tony Knowles Coastal Trail (TKCT) and the Ship Creek Trail (SCT) in 
Downtown Anchorage to form a 14-mile continuous non-motorized, multi-use corridor. This over one-
mile long connection will complete the most high-profile missing link identified in the Anchorage 
Areawide Trails Plan (1997) and is supported by the MOA Non-Motorized Plan. The Project will 
provide ADA compliant non-motorized access to the small boat harbor and maximize utility and safety. 

Design of the project has been a collaborative effort between the Municipality of Anchorage (MOA), 
the contracted design tea, and the State of Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 
(DOT&PF) as the completed facility will be owned by the MOA and managed by its MOA Parks & 
Recreation Department (PRD). DOT&PF has been managing the project and closely coordinating with 
the MOA PRD.  The Context Sensitive Solutions Trail Review process (Anchorage Municipal Code 
21.03.190(C)) with the Urban Design Commission (UDC) is tentatively scheduled for public hearing on 
June 11, 2025.  The Project has been designed to local and state standards while also complying the 
with the federal funding requirements of Americans Disability Act (ADA) and the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

Need for a connected non-motorized transportation between the TKCT and the SCT had been 
identified in the 2019-2022 AMATS Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), listing the pathway 
connection as need NMO00001. The 2010 Anchorage Bike Plan also identified a separated pathway 
connecting the TKCT and SCT as a top priority. 

PROJECT AREA

The majority of the project area is on land owned by the Alaska Railroad Corporation (ARRC). The 
MOA owns a portion of the site near the beginning of the project between Elderberry Park and 2nd

Avenue consisting of the tidelands and uplands west of the ARRC rights-of-way.

The project area encompasses many recreational landmarks highly traveled by local Alaskans and 
visitors. Elderberry Park is located at the beginning of the project and contains recently updated 
(2023) play equipment and park benches. It was designated for park use in 1922. The project area also 
crosses the Small Boat Launch facilities, which includes two boat ramps, restroom facilities, and a small 
park with the original anchor from the USS Anchorage. During the spring and summer seasons, 
residents and visitors line Ship Creek to fish for salmon. Shorebird habitat exists along the Ship Creek 

Date: April 10, 2025

To: Parks & Recreation Commission

Cc: Shanna Gamble, Acting Director; Taylor Keegan, PLA, Parks Superintendent

From: Tanya Hickok, PE, Senior Park Planner / Project Manager

Project: PRC 2025-06: AMATS Downtown Connector Trail

Municipality of Anchorage, Alaska
Parks & Recreation Department

632 W. 6th Avenue, Suite 630
P.O. Box 196650

Anchorage, AK 99519
Tel 907-343-4355

URL www.muni.org/departments/parks
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flats, and it attracts bird watchers. The project area also provides recreational use of the TKCT, SCT, 
and access to the ARRC railroad depot. 

Figure 1: Project Extents 

PLANNING AND PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 

Throughout the planning and design phases of this Project, the project team has coordinated with 
utilities, land managers, stakeholders, and agencies including Anchorage Metropolitan Area 
Transportation Solutions (AMATS) Technical Advisory Committee and Policy Committee (May 2022), 
community councils (South Addition Community Council, June 23, 2022 and Downtown Community 
Council, July 6, 2022), a Public Open House (August 10, 2022), 2024 Anchorage Transportation Fair, 
and numerous coordination meetings with the ARRC. 

The Project is planning to present to the ARRC Real Estate Committee on June 4th and the ARRC Board 
of Directors on June 25th to secure the Project approvals necessary for land lease amendments to the 
existing TKCT and SCT land leases.  Once these approvals are in place, the Project would be 
submitted to DOT&PF in July for certification by September 2025 to ensure current time-sensitive 
federal funding (match) opportunities are utilized.  

The planning and design phases also included significant environmental review and evaluation of 
alternatives.  This process included the completion of a Design Study Review (DSR), engaging SHPO 
through a Cultural Resource Review, a Section 106 permit, and future wetland mitigation banking 
through ongoing discussions with the Army Corps of Engineers.   
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The project team completed the Environmental documentation for the Project in late January 2025, 
planning to complete the final design in summer 2025, in order to secure final funding with 
construction anticipated for 2026. 
 
The Urban Design Commission is tentatively scheduled to hold a public hearing on the Project on 
June 11, 2025 and a second Open House 2 is yet planned for the Summer 2025.  Construction is 
anticipated to start in 2026 if all funding is available and if the construction phasing works with ARRC’s 
plans to replace their bridge over Ship Creek starting in Fall 2025/Spring 2026. 

PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS 

The Project scope includes: 
- Construction of a multi-use pathway; 
- Pedestrian level lighting (under roadway bridge); 
- Landscaping; 
- Drainage improvements; 
- Signage and wayfinding; and 
- Other amenities, such as benches and bear proof trash cans. 

 

 
Figure 2: Design Detail at Beginning of Project near Elderberry Park 

 
Starting at Elderberry Park, the pathway will head north, paralleling the coast to the Small Boat Launch. 
Here, the pathway will run adjacent to Ship Creek Boat Launch Road until reaching Ship Creek, where 
it will cross under the road and train tracks and continue to follow the south side of the creek until 
meeting the Ship Creek Trail at North C Street. Most of this route will be located where no pedestrian 
facilities currently exist.  In order to avoid at-grade crossings, the path would be routed under the 

121



PRC 2025-06 Staff Report 
April 10, 2025 
Page 4 of 7 

P A R K S  &  R E C R E A T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T
M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  

Small Boat Launch Road bridge and adjacent railroad bridge. This Project will terminate with an 
existing road crossing on North C Street.  

Figure 3: Design Detail at Road and ARRC Bridge Undercrossing 

The pathway will provide a total top width of 15 feet consisting of an 11-foot path with 2-foot shoulders 
on both sides, which accommodates opposing non-motorized traffic. The cross slope of the pathway 
will be 1.5% sloped towards the seaward side. Foreslopes will be 2:1 with riprap armoring placed on 
the seaward side of the pathway and topsoil and seed on the land-side or rock cobbles where below 
the tide line. Fencing will be installed to discourage trespass on ARRC owned land. 

Figure 4: Proposed Trail Cross-Section along Mudflats 
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By providing a dedicated, non-motorized, continuous connection between the TKCT and the SCT, 
users can recreate without railroad crossing conflicts.  Additionally, installing a fence between the 
pathway and the railroad tracks will reduce trespassing issues and pedestrian-train conflicts. Adding 
under bridge lighting increases visibility and safety.  
 
The pathway route crosses a road bridge and railroad bridge. By routing the pathway under the 
bridges, pedestrian conflicts with vehicles and trains are mitigated. Furthermore, a water-tight channel 
will be constructed where the pathway traverses under the bridges, providing a dry pathway for 
pedestrians when high tides are present.  

 
Figure 5: Proposed Trail Cross-Section along Ship Creek 

 
The landscape design for the proposed Downtown Connector Trail focuses primarily on the southern 
link to the TKCT near the Elderberry Park Tunnel. Native aspen trees and rose shrubs will be used to 
blend seamlessly with existing vegetation. Salvaged boulders will be strategically placed for aesthetics 
and trail delineation. Wayfinding elements will include directional totems and a map kiosk; sign 
content will be added later by MOA PRD. A small viewing plaza will feature two benches and a bear-
proof trash receptacle. An existing statue will be relocated nearby. Along the new trail corridor, five 
additional bump-outs will each include a bench and space for small groups of cyclists or walkers to 
gather. At the TKCT and SCT intersection, additional furnishings—a directional totem, map kiosk, and 
bear-proof receptacle—will be installed. Two more directional totems will complete the wayfinding 
system: one at the SCT terminus near the small boat launch, and another at the connection to the 
existing trail. All disturbed areas outside planting beds and above the high-water mark will be restored 
with topsoil and a native revegetation seed mix to prevent erosion. 
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Figure 6: Proposed Landscape Plan Detail near Elderberry Park 

Figure 7: Trail “Bump-out” Detail with Bench and Trash Receptacle 
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FUNDING 
 
MOA PRD received Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) funding through Anchorage Metropolitan 
Area Transportation Solutions (AMATS) for this Project.  
 

Environmental Document & Preliminary 
Engineering Design 

$2,637,000 

Right-of-Way $1,500,000 

Construction $11,000,000 

Utility Agreements $500,000 

Total $15,637,000 

Figure 8: Construction Cost Estimate 
 
MOA PRD will be required to provide a local match of 9.03%, which equates to (including 
contingencies) approximately $1,707,166.65, of which $1,830,000 has been approved by the 
Anchorage voters (Municipal Park Bond) specifically for this Project in 2024, 2023, 2022, and 2021. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

The Anchorage Parks and Recreation Department recommends that the Parks & Recreation 
Commission support the proposed resolution in support of the proposed AMATS Downtown 
Connector Trail Project.  This over one-mile long trail Project connection will complete the most high-
profile missing link identified in the Anchorage Areawide Trails Plan (1997) and is supported by the 
MOA Non-Motorized Plan. 
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Municipality of Anchorage, Alaska 
Parks & Recreation Commission

632 W. 6th Avenue, Suite 630 
P.O. Box 196650 

Anchorage, AK 99519 
Tel 907-343-4355 

URL  www.muni.org/departments/parks  

PRC RESOLUTION NO. 2025-05 AMATS Downtown Connector Trail 

WHEREAS, the Anchorage Parks and Recreation Commission serves in an advisory capacity to both 
the Mayor and the Assembly; and 

WHEREAS, the Anchorage Parks and Recreation Commission has the responsibility and duty to 
provide for the long-term vision of our park and trails system by ensuring that a balance of parks, 
natural resources, and recreation facilities provides for the health, welfare, and safety of all residents 
of the Anchorage Bowl;  

WHEREAS, Downtown Connector Trail Project will connect the Tony Knowles Coastal Trail and the 
Ship Creek Trail in Downtown Anchorage to form a 14-mile continuous safe, separated non-
motorized, multi-use corridor; 

WHEREAS, this over one-mile long connection will complete the most high-profile missing link 
identified in the Anchorage Areawide Trails Plan (1997) and is supported by the Municipality of 
Anchorage (MOA) Non-Motorized Plan; 

WHEREAS, the design of the project has been a collaborative effort between the MOA Parks and 
Recreation Department (PRD), the contracted design team, the State of Alaska Department of 
Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF), and the Anchorage Metropolitan Area Transportation 
Solutions (AMATS) for project management and federal funding match opportunities;  

WHEREAS, the PRD has continued to work with the community throughout the design development 
process soliciting input from community advisory groups, local businesses, stakeholders, utilities, land 
managers, and agencies through open houses, design meetings, and community council meetings;  

WHEREAS, the proposed improvements are intended to serve the larger community offering highly 
desirable recreational opportunities for families and individuals of all ages and abilities; therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Anchorage Parks and Recreation Commission approves the AMATS 
Downtown Connector Trail project.     

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Anchorage Parks and Recreation Commission this 10th day of April, 
2025.   

_____________________________ 
Chair  
Parks and Recreation Commission 

  ATTEST:  
________________________________ 
Shanna Gamble, Acting Director 
Parks & Recreation Department 
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Attachment 2. 

 
Comments 

 
Case 2025-0061 
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MEMORANDUM 
 

 

 

DATE: May 22, 2025 

TO: Elizabeth I. Appleby, AICP, Manager & Platting Officer, Planning 
Department, Current Planning Division 

FROM: Alex Prosak, P.E., Civil Engineer II, Planning Section, AWWU 

RE: Zoning Case Comments 
Decision date:   June 11, 2025 
Agency Comments due: May 14, 2025 

 
AWWU has reviewed the materials and has the following comments: 
 
2025-0061 Request for Trail Review for the Downtown Trail connection, a 1-mile non-

motorized, multi-use trail connecting the Tony Knowles Coastal Trail and the 
Ship Creek Trail.    

1. AWWU has no comments on this Downtown trail connection. 

 
If you have any questions pertaining to public water or sewer, please call (907) 786-5694 
or send an e-mail to alex.prosak@awwu.biz.   
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“Keep Alaska Moving through service and infrastructure.” 
 
 
 

Department of Transportation and 
Public Facilities  

 
Program Development and Statewide Planning 

Anchorage Field Office 
 

4111 Aviation Avenue 
P.O. Box 196900 

Anchorage, AK 99519-6900 
Main number: 907-269-0520 

Fax number: 907-269-0521 
Website: dot.alaska.gov 

 
May 14, 2025 
 
Elizabeth Appleby, Current Planning Manager 
MOA, Community Development Department 
Planning Division 
P.O. Box 196650 
Anchorage, Alaska 99519-6650 

 
  [Sent Electronically] 
 

Re: MOA Zoning Case Review 
 

Dear Ms. Appleby: 
 

The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has reviewed the following 
zoning cases and have no comments: 

• 2025-0043 – 3414 Illiamna Ave - Dimensional Variance 
• 2025-0048 – 2105 W 47th Ave - Dimensional Variance 
• 2025-0053 – 3700 Dora Ave – Dimensional Variance 
• 2025-0064 – 135 Egloff Dr - Site Plan Review 
• 2025-0061 - AMATS Downtown Trail Connection 

The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has reviewed the following 
zoning cases and has the following comments: 

• 2025-0040 – 1525 E Tudor Rd – Dimensional Variance 
o No objection to the proposed dimensional variance 
o Applicant should be aware that any future development or redevelopment of the property 

may require any encroachments into DOT&PF ROW on Tudor Road to be removed. 
 

• 2025-0045 – Title 21 Amendments (Manufactured Homes) 
o No objections to the proposed Title 21 amendments 

 
• 2025-0060 3280 De Armoun Rd – Dimensional Variance 

o No objection to the dimensional variance 
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All properties accessing DOT&PF roads must apply to Right-of-Way for a driveway permit, subject to 
provisions listed in 17 AAC 10.020. Any previously issued driveway permits become invalid once the 
property undergoes a platting action and must be reissued. 

We recommend the petitioner verify all section line easements and DOT&PF road rights-of-way 
adjacent to their property. For assistance, the petitioner may contact the Engineering group within the 
Right of Way section in DOT&PF at (907) 269-0700. The petitioner is liable to remove any 
improvements within the easements and rights-of-way that impede the operation and maintenance of 
those facilities even if they are not shown on the plat, so it is in the petitioner’s best interest to identify 
the exact locations and widths of any such easements or rights-of-way before they improve the property. 

If any section line easements or road rights-of-way exist within the bounds of their plat, we recommend 
the petitioner dedicate them. If there is an existing right-of-way or easement, the petitioner is unable to 
develop that portion of the property yet continues to pay property taxes on it; dedicating will remove 
that cost to the petitioner. 

If there are any questions regarding these comments please feel free to contact me at (907) 269-0522 or 
mark.eisenman@alaska.gov.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Mark Eisenman 
Anchorage Area Planner, DOT&PF 
 
cc:  

Sean Baski, P.E., Highway Design Group Chief, DOT&PF 
Matt Walsh, Property Management Supervisor CR, Right of Way, DOT&PF 
Corliss Kimmel, Office Associate, Current Planning, MOA 
Lori Black, Office Associate, Current Planning, MOA 
Devki Rearden, Engineering Associate, DOT&PF 
Anna Bosin P.E, Traffic & Safety Engineer, DOT&PF 
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1

Kimmel, Corliss A.

From: Ellis, Steve M.
Sent: Thursday, May 8, 2025 3:19 PM
To: Kimmel, Corliss A.; Blake, Lori A.
Cc: Farias, Claudia F.
Subject: RE: 2025-0061 Request for Reviewing Agency Comment

Portions of this trail are located in the FEMA mapped floodplain.  A Flood Hazard Permit will be required. 
 
Steven M. Ellis 
Flood Hazard Administrator 
Private Development Division 
Development Services Department 
907-343-8078, steven.ellis@anchorageak.gov 
 

From: Stewart, Gloria I. <gloria.stewart@anchorageak.gov>  
Sent: Tuesday, April 29, 2025 4:13 PM 
Cc: Stewart, Gloria I. <gloria.stewart@anchorageak.gov> 
Subject: 2025-0061 Request for Reviewing Agency Comment 
 
Hello all!  Attached please find our Routing Coversheet for the above referenced Case 2025-0061 (Trail Review)  which is 
scheduled for a Public Hearing before the Urban Design Commission on 06/11/2025.  Routing material can be viewed by 
clicking on the link below, scrolling to bottom of page and selecting 2025-0061 Reviewing Agency Routing.  PLEASE 
REMIT COMMENTS EITHER BY MAIL OR EMAIL AS FOLLOWS:  by email to Corliss Kimmel & Lori Blake 
(corliss.kimmel@anchorageak.gov & lori.blake@anchorageak.gov) or by USPS to the address listed in the upper right 
hand corner of the Routing Cover Sheet. 
 
https://www.muni.org/CityViewPortal/Planning/Status?planningId=18210. 
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Kimmel, Corliss A.

From: LaFrance, Paul J.
Sent: Thursday, May 8, 2025 2:20 PM
To: Kimmel, Corliss A.; Blake, Lori A.
Cc: Farias, Claudia F.
Subject: 2025-0061 Review Comments

Private Development has no comments. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Paul LaFrance, PE 
Private Development Engineer 
Development Services Department 
Municipality of Anchorage 
(907) 343-8310 
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 MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE 
 Traffic Engineering Department 
 
 

  

 MEMORANDUM 

Mailing Address:    P.O. Box 196650  •  Anchorage, Alaska  99519-6650  •  http://www.muni.org 
 

 
DATE: May 5, 2025  
 
TO: Current Planning Division Supervisor. 
 Planning Department 
 
THRU: Kristen A. Langley, Traffic Safety Section Supervisor, 
 Traffic Engineering Department 
 
FROM: Travis Just, Engineer Tech IV 
 
SUBJECT: Traffic Engineering Department Comments  
 
 
 
2025-0040 
2025-0043 
2025-0048 
2025-0053 
2025-0060 
2025-0061 
2025-0064 
2025-0065 
2025-0066 
 
 
 
The Traffic Engineering Department has no objection and recommends approval for the above-
listed Land Use Cases. 
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Kimmel, Corliss A.

From: Wilson, Karleen K.
Sent: Thursday, May 1, 2025 9:57 AM
To: Blake, Lori A.; Kimmel, Corliss A.
Subject: 2025-0061 Address Reviewing Agency Comment
Attachments: 2025-0061 Routing Coversheet.pdf

No comments. 

Regards, 

Karleen Wilson 
Addressing Official 
907.343.8168 (desk) 
907.343.8466 (shared Addressing) 
Official Address Map 

From: Stewart, Gloria I. <gloria.stewart@anchorageak.gov>  
Sent: Tuesday, April 29, 2025 4:13 PM 
Cc: Stewart, Gloria I. <gloria.stewart@anchorageak.gov> 
Subject: 2025-0061 Request for Reviewing Agency Comment 

Hello all!  Attached please find our Routing Coversheet for the above referenced Case 2025-0061 (Trail Review)  which is 
scheduled for a Public Hearing before the Urban Design Commission on 06/11/2025.  Routing material can be viewed by 
clicking on the link below, scrolling to bottom of page and selecting 2025-0061 Reviewing Agency Routing.  PLEASE 
REMIT COMMENTS EITHER BY MAIL OR EMAIL AS FOLLOWS:  by email to Corliss Kimmel & Lori Blake 
(corliss.kimmel@anchorageak.gov & lori.blake@anchorageak.gov) or by USPS to the address listed in the upper right 
hand corner of the Routing Cover Sheet. 

https://www.muni.org/CityViewPortal/Planning/Status?planningId=18210. 

MAY O 1 2025 

REc1�IVED -·- i , -·- i , 
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Munlclpallty of Anchorage, Alaska 

Parks & Recreation Commission

632 W. 5th Avenue, Suite 630
P.O. Box 196650 

Anchorage, AK 99519 
Te 907-34 -4355 

URL www.muni.org/departments/parks 

PRC RESOLUTION NO. 2025-05 AMATS Downtown Connector Trail 

WHEREAS, the Anchorage Parks and Recreation Commission serves in an advisory capacity to both 
the Mayor and the Assembly; and 

WHEREAS, the Anchorage Parks and Recreation Commission has the responsibility and duty to 
provide for the long-term vision of our park and trails system by ensuring that a balance of parks, 
natural resources, and recreation facilities provides for the health, welfare, and safety of all residents 
of the Anchorage Bowl; 

WHEREAS, Downtown Connector Trail Project will connect the Tony Knowles Coastal Trail and the 
Ship Creek Trail in Downtown Anchorage to form a 14-mile continuous safe, separated non­
motorized, multi-use corridor; 

WHEREAS, this over one-mile long connection will complete the most high-profile missing link 
identified in the Anchorage Areawide Trails Plan (1997) and is supported by the Municipality of 
Anchorage (MOA) Non-Motorized Plan; 

WHEREAS, the design of the project has been a collaborative effort between the MOA Parks and 
Recreation Department (PRO), the contracted design team, the State of Alaska Department of 
Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF), and the Anchorage Metropolitan Area Transportation 
Solutions (AMA TS) for project management and federal funding match opportunities; 

WHEREAS, the PRD has continued to work with the community throughout the design development 
process soliciting input from community advisory groups, local businesses, stakeholders, utilities, land 
managers, and agencies through open houses, design meetings, and community council meetings; 

WHEREAS, the proposed improvements are intended to serve the larger community offering highly 
desirable recreational opportunities for families and individuals of all ages and abilities; therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Anchorage Parks and Recreation Commission approves the A MATS 
Downtown Connector Trail project. 

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Anchorage Parks and Recr ation Commission this 10th day of April, 
2025. 

irector 
�r� rtme� 

Parks and Recreation Cammi 

PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 

Munlclpality of Anchorage, Alaska 
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