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WMS Archive File Name: _ P4EastchesterPark

WMS WATERCOURSE MAPPING SUMMARY

Per the requirements for watercourse verification outlined in Project Management and Engineering
Operating Policy and Procedure #8 and Planning Department Operating Policy and Procedure #1
(effective June 18, 2007), MOA Watershed Management Services has inspected the following
location for the presence or absence of stream channels or other watercourses, as defined in

Anchorage Municipal Code (21.35).

¢ Project Case Number or Subdivision Name: /)}{:’\ 2 ‘S" - DD \ \59

* Project Location, Tax ID, or Legal Description: Parcels # 00317102, 00316213, 00317219
00316206, & 00316214

® Project Area (if different from the entire parcel or subdivision):

In accordance with the requirements and methods identified, WMS verifies that this parcel, project
area, or application:

DOES NOT contain stream channels and/or drainageways, as identified in WMS field or
archival mapping information.*

DOES contain stream channels and/or drainageways 4AND these are located and identified
on submittal documents in general congruence with WMS field and archival mapping

information.
New or additional mapping IS NOT REQUIRED .*

Contains stream channels and/or drainageways BUI one or more streams or other

watercourses:

e are VOT shown on submittal documents, or

e are VOT depicted adequately on submittal documents for verification, or

» are NOT located or identified on submittal documents in general congruence with
WMS field and archival mapping information.

New or additional mapping IS REQUIRED and must be re-submitted for further review

and verification. *

Presence of stream channels and/or drainageways is unknown AND field verification is
not possible at this time. WMS will verify as soon as conditions and prioritized resources
allow.

* Streams omitted in error by WMS or others remain subject to MOA Code and must be shown in new mapping
upon identification of the error.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
Y ON WMS written drainage recommendations are available. OPreliminary [Final
JYy ©ON WMS written field inspection report or map is available. OPreliminary  OFinal
Yy ON Field flagging and/or map-grade GPS data is available.

Inspection Certified By: Date:

N S 1212724
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3. Eastchester Park Master Plan Draft



Municipality of Anchorage, Alaska

Parks & Recreation Department p .)
632 W. 6th Avenue, Suite 630 ’—i \
P.O. Box 196650
Anchorage, AK 99519
Tel 907-343-4355
MRUNICEPALIIY OF URL www.muni.org/departments/parks

MEMORANDUM
Date: January 9, 2025
To: Parks & Recreation Commission
Cc: Mike Braniff, Director
From: Nicolette Dent, Senior Park Planner

Project: PRC 25-01: Eastchester Park Master Plan

INTRODUCTION

The Municipality of Anchorage (MOA) Parks and Recreation Department (PRD) is seeking
approval of a new Master Plan for Eastchester Park. Eastchester Park is a significant natural
and recreational space in Midtown Anchorage, and the Plan outlines a 20-year vision for the
park’'s management, maintenance, and development.

Created with input from residents and park user groups, the Plan identifies and prioritizes
park improvements, envisioning a place where all ages and abilities can gather, play, and
celebrate year-round

Above: Looking at Eastchester Park from the South between New Seward Highway and Lake
Otis Parkway.
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BACKGROUND

Eastchester Park is an 86-acre portion of the Chester Creek Greenbelt bounded by Gambel!
Street/New Seward Highway and Lake Otis Parkway. The city first acquired the park land in
1971. Eastchester Park has two developed play areas commonly known as Woodside Park and
Hillstrand Pond. The park’s playgrounds were most recently improved in 1998 (Hillstrand) and
2003 (Woodside). The park also includes trails and natural resources and is classified as a
Natural Resource Area by the 2006 Park Plan.

Existing Site Features:

¢ Trails: includes a 1-mile segment of the Chester Creek Trail, a short section of
singletrack bike trail, and a soft-surface walking path that leads to the Anchorage
Senior Activity Center.

» Woodside Park: includes an ages 2-12 playground, gravel parkmg area, and open
lawns used for events, rugby, soccer, dog training, picnics, and dance classes.

+ Hillstrand Pond: includes ages 2+ playground, pond viewing area and waterfow!
habitat.

+ Natural Resources: including Chester Creek, wooded areas, wildlife habitat, and
wetlands.

The park is surrounded by relatively dense housing, especially on the north side. Today, an
estimated 6,291 residents live within a 10-minute walk of the park. Natural resources have
changed over time as Anchorage developed around the greenbelt. The channelization of
Chester Creek, reduced wetland areas, and the spread of invasive species are important
natural resource topics addressed throughout this Plan.

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

The plan was informed by a broad public outreach strategy, including pop-up events in the
park and at the Fairview Recreation Center, an online survey, and outreach to Community
Councils. A Community Advisory Group advised staff throughout development of the Master
Plan.

The Plan is guided by five themes that were important to the public in a future vision for
Eastchester Park.

+ Natural Environment: Balance park development with responsible landscape and
natural resource management.

s Safe Year-Round Recreation: Provide a wide range of recreation opportunities for
residents of all ages and abilities.

« Connectivity: Chester Creek Trail is a recreation and transportation asset that should
be enhanced and preserved.

« Intergenerational Space: Eastchester Park should invite peopie of all ages,
backgrounds, and abilities to use the park through a variety of passive and active
recreational spaces.

s A Place to Celebrate: Eastchester Park is a place where the community can come
together and connect with Anchorage’s vibrant history.

PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT
Municipality of Anchorage, Afaska
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THE MASTER PLAN

There are four focus areas of the Méster Plan, discussed in more detail in the attached
document. Summaries are provided below.

1. Woodside Park: An upgraded parking lot and playground, community garden, fitness
area, and picnic pavilion would support gatherings and activation at Woodside Park and
would be located near dense muiti-family housing. Centering the playground and parking
lot along E 20t Avenue will improve resident access, create easier maintenance routes,
and improve sight lines.

8 | : 1 ‘:*"(L

E 20" Ave

Recommendations:

e Parking lot should be paved, expanded, and relocated central to the park developed
area.

e A playground upgrade will provide more inclusive play opportunities for all ages and
abilities. Incorporate custom Alaskan feature and draw on natural materials and
textures. Dependent on funding, playground surfacing should be upgraded to
engineered wood fiber or tile surfacing for improved access for people using mobility
devices.

o A fitness area for all ages should be located near other activated park spaces to
promote feelings of safety.

Maintain open lawns for flexible use by community
Develop singletrack trails on the bluff south of Juneau Street.

PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT
Municipality of Anchorage, Alaska
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e Construct picnic pavilion and add more seating to support community use for
gatherings and cookouts.

e Add street trees and landscaping to separate park area from the highway and E 20t
Ave.

e Provide defined utility access to the lift station to prevent damage to grass.

e Restoration and relocation of Chester Creek (discussed below in item 4).

Hillstrand Pond: Hillstrand Pond would continue to be a trail destination for walking,
biking, or skateboarding with a less developed, quieter atmosphere.

Recommendations:

e During Master Plan development, an elevated light penetrating (ELP) platform was
installed to control erosion and reduce the effects of pedestrian traffic on the
shoreline. This should continue to be monitored and maintained.

e A soft-surface pond loop could use old social trails and provide an additional option
for pond viewing.

e Upgrade play equipment, manage vegetation for safety and viewsheds, and provide
modern amenities at the play area.

e In collaboration with the user group, develop a skate dot to focus on skill-building and
provide a lower-development alternative to larger skate parks in Anchorage.

Above: The Youth Employment in Parks program installed an Elevated Light Penetrating
platform to reduce erosion from foot traffic at Hillstrand Pond.

Restoration of Chester Creek: Based on professional experience of members in the
Community Advisory Group, an idea emerged to dechannelize and restore the creek
corridor to a natural, meandering state in Woodside Park. Relocating the creek would
create a larger continuous park space, improve utility access, and establish a healthier
stream corridor.

A major barrier to the reroute is a 24” sewer main paralleling the creek on the south side.
After consultation on the proposal, AWWU agreed that the relocation of the sewer main

PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT
Municipality of Anchorage, Alaska
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south along the base of the hill would promote easier year-round maintenance of the lift
station. AWWU also was amenable to new access to the lift station from E 20t Avenue
rather than the Seward Highway, eliminating the need for excessive snow clearing within
the west portion of Eastchester Park.

Existing paved trails
Future connector trail
Bridge crossing needed
ChesterCreek

R T TS TR gy B

4. Sitka Street Connector Trail: The Sitka Street Connector Trail would connect the Chester
Creek Trail to Sitka Street Park north of Eastchester Park. The connection would require
approximately 2,000 feet of new trail, beginning near the Maplewood St spur and
travelling north toward Sitka Street. The trail and a new access point from E 20th Avenue
would both require bridge crossings. The trail should be multi-use, paved, and lighted so
that it could be maintained in the winter. The route will require further study within the
constraints of wetlands and development setbacks from the creek. Additionally, it will
require landowner coordination with Merrill Field.

FUNDING AND IMPLEMENTATION

Anchorage Parks and Recreation will need to leverage funding from a variety of sources and
partners to achieve the goals in this Master Plan, including municipal park bonds, state and

federal grants, fundraising, and public-private partnerships.
e Voter-approved bonds for park improvements passed in 2022 for $325,000 and in
2024 for $300,000. These funds will go toward construction of the upgraded parking

lot and playground expected in 2026.

PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT
Municipality of Anchorage, Alaska
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* An additional USDA grant was awarded to the Fairview Community Council through
the Anchorage Park Foundation's Neighborhood Forest Grant program to plant a
vegetated buffer in the park near the Seward Highway.

The Plan is intended to be conceptual, with actual layout expected to evolve during the
design and engineering phases.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

The Parks and Recreation Department recommends the approval of the proposed
Eastchester Park Master Plan. The plan was created through extensive site analysis and a
collaborative public process. The resulting recommendations for park improvements envision
a place where residents of all ages and abilities can gather, play, and celebrate.

An outline of the resources needed to complete plan recommendations and an adaptable
implementation plan will help the department realize this project. Going forward, public and
private collaboration will be of key importance for park improvements.

ATTACHMENTS
» Full Master Plan Draft
e Property information Table
s Comprehensive Plan Elements
o Public Outreach Timeline

PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT
Municipality of Anchorage, Alaska
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FULL MASTER PLAN DRAFT

o Project website:
https://www.muni.org/Departments/parks/Pages/EastchesterMasterPlan.aspx

e Direct Link to PDF:
https://www.muni.org/Departments/parks/Documents/ParkProjects/Eastchester_Mas

terPlan/EastchesterParkMasterPlan-Draft.pdf

PARK PROPERTY TABLE

Park Parcel ID Legal Description Zoning® | Park Dedication | LWCF Project #
003-171-02 |  CHESTER CREEK PARK TR B PLI-p AO 84-199
003-162-13 | CHESTER CREEK PARK #1 TR A-1 PLI-p AO 84-199 02-00098
Eas‘::f‘ter 003-172-19 | ROGERS PARK TERRACE TRA PLI-p AO 84-199 02-00163
003-162-06 EASTCHESTERTRH PLI-p AO 84-199
003-162-14 | T13N R3W SEC 20 W2SW4 PTN PLI-p AO 84-199 02-00153

*Land use and zoning maps included on page 27 (PDF page 29) of the Master Plan draft.
o“’“‘
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PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT
Municipality of Anchorage, Alaska
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN ELEMENTS

Plan Page Policy Consistency with Master Plan
The Master Plan lists all-season recreation as a priority
for future park development. Recommendations
p.61 | Promote winter recreation include the installation of lighting, seating and play
features, and a sledding hill and to increase winter
grooming for improved non-motorized access.
67 Join neighborhoods to parkland
P- through natural resource corridors
Continue upgrades to trailheads and trail
p.71
Anchorage Bowl networks at Chester Creek
Park, Natural 0. 71 Examine appropriate lighting of trails
Resourqes, anq . ' including Chester Creek trails The Master Plan recommends maintaining, expanding,
Recreation Facility . R .
. . and improving Chester Creek Trail as a popular and
Plan (Park Plan, Water quality shoutd be monitored and important asset to the community
2006) p. 80 | drainages into the area should be P )
acquired and protected where possible Chester Creek water quality should be protected,
Chester Creek Trail need upgrades to monitored, and improved in coordination with trail
gs | existing pavement, widening due to heavy devetopment.
p- use, and erosion control along certain
portions of the coast
Improvements to the Chester Creek Trail
p. 85 | including access to adjacent
neighborhoods
While Eastchester Park does not fall within Greenway-
Supported Development in the Land Use Plan, Chester
Creek Trail could potentially connect to a future
p.61 Greenway-Supported Development greenway along Hyder Street (north/south connector)
that has been proposed in several recent transportation
studies.
Goal 8: Anchorage maintains, improves,
and strategically expands parks,
fnc:;ragzlz?o greenbelts, riparian corridors, and trail The Master Plan recommends expanding and improving
andse Fla corridors to enhance land values, public | access to the park and Chester Creek Greenbelt.
{2017} . :
access, neighborhoods, and mixed-use
centers
p.90

8-1: Pursue financial resources including
state and federal grants and bonding to
fund feasibility findings, engineering,
acquisition, and restoration projects for
creek corridors, high-priority linear
Greenway-Supported Development
designations, and wetlands.

The Master Plan includes a funding strategy and
discusses existing funding sources, including two
municipal park bonds.

PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMERNTY
Municipality of Anchorage, Alaska




PRC 2025-01 Staff Report
December 26, 2024

Page 9 of 10
Plan Page Policy Consistency with Master Plan
On_gn nal I Preserv_e gnd improve the The Master Plan recommends improving non-
Neighborhoods characteristics that make the plan area . .
. N p. R . o motorized access into and throughout the park. It also
Historic an enjoyable place to live, especially its . R . L
. 10 s o emphasizes the importance of celebrating Fairview’s
Preservation Plan walkability, open space, historic street historv in the park
(2015) grid, and sense of neighborhood identity ryinthe park.
Priority 5: Trails and Recreation: Access
to Chester Creek and Ship Creek Trail The Master Plan recommends a new trail connector
p.3 Systems is limited by missing or poor linking Fairview and Airport Heights neighbors north-
pedestrian facilities and the proximity to | south into the park.
overflowing social service sites.
The Master Plan recommends improvements in
Importance of the Chester Creek already-developed areas of the greenbelt. New
p.39 | Greenbeltfor recreational activities, improvements, such as singletrack trails, would be
wildlife habitat, and trail access. designed to minimize disturbance of natural areas or
wildlife corridors.
. o . If a future Hyder Street greenway were developed,
:‘alrv;;w hood PL p. 49 8}?2;2:2:::;; g:::i;;otssh'p Creek and Eastchester Park could be a link between the Chester
eighborhood lan Creek and Ship Creek Trails.
(2014}
The Parks and Recreation Department provided
2.5 Fund and plan for the Seward to comments on Seiward to Glenn PEL alternatives that
. . propose a new highway/parkway through Eastchester
Glenn Highway connecting network [...] . .
p. 58 . . and Sitka Street Parks. Department concerns include
creating a greenway connection between .
. reduced safety in the park, damage to natural
Ship and Chester Creek .
resources, and reduced resident access to park
amenities and Chester Creek Trail.
. . . The Master Plan recommends a new trail connector
p.64 | South Fainview: Link South Faiviewto | ;\i00 Fairview and Airport Heights neighbors north-

the rest of the community.

south into the park.

PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT
Municipality of Anchorage, Alaska
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PUBLIC OUTREACH TIMELINE

Project Kick Off

Annc}Bn ,ements at Rogers Park, Fairview, and Axrport Helghts

02/01~03/31/2023 Community Councils and Parks and Recreation Commission;
Advisory Group recruitment ~
First meeting of the Advisory Group. Interact with stékeholdefs
; x : i ‘thatwill work closely with the planning team to identifypark
05/17/2023 Advisary Group Megting #1 issues, community needs, and design priorities that should be
considered in a site plan.
07/06/2023 Advisory Group Meeting #2 Bike tour of the park focusing on issues, and opportunities.
07/19/2023 Popéup Workshop in the All-ages pop-up with partners including AARP, the Ancho]rage
| Park kLib’rary, the Bike Shop, and Catholic Social Services.
09/15/2023 | AARP & 8 80 Cities Workshop and walking audit of park to identify issues and
Stakeholder Audit opportumnes
1 2/06/2023 ; Winter Wor k§h0p lnteractwe stations at the Fairview Recreation Center to get
‘ publ:c mput on priorities and improvements
L v Reviewed three dévelopment concepts and selected a
12/15/2023 ‘Advisory Group Mesting #3 preferred alternative.
. . Send postcard mailer invites to members of the public within a
11/20/2024 ;?:t‘;:"’ Invite for Public 500ft+ boundary of Eastchester Park 21 days in advance of
J Community Meeting held at the Fairview Community Council.
12/09/2024 Rogers Park Community Resolution of support introduced.
Council
12/12/2024 Co.mrnumty Meetu‘\g ) ., | Resolution 2025-16 was approved unanimously as amended.
Fairview Community Council
12/19/2024 Axrport‘ Heights Community Resolution 2024-6 was approved unanimously.
Council
01/09/2025 Parks a{nd.Recreation Planned: presentation and motion to vote on resolution.
Commission
01/13/2025 gooi‘:gf ark Community Planned: motion to vote on resolution.

PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT
Municipality of Anchorage, Alaska



Eastchester Park Master Plan: Community
Meeting

Fairview Community Council General Membership Meeting
6:30 p.m., December 12, 2024
Fairview Recreation Center, 1121 E 10" Ave

Summary

Nicolette Dent from Anchorage Parks and Recreation attended the Fairview Community Council on both
November 14 and December 12, 2024 to share information and answer questions about the Eastchester
Park Master Plan. Residents around the park boundary received mailed notice for the December 12
meeting where a resolution in support of the Master Plan was adopted unanimously.

Several neighbors who served on a Community Advisory Group to help develop the Eastchester Park
Master Plan attended the December 12 meeting, including Allen Kemplen, Lindsey Hajduk, Chris
Campbell, Karen Gonne-Harrel, Mel Langdon, and Mary Dean Broussard.

e Allen Kemplen moved to introduce a resolution of support for the Eastchester Park Master Plan,
and made a motion to amend the resolution (attached).

e Allen read the amendment, which was put together by members of the Fairview Community
Council parks and trails subcommittee. It requested that the plan consider more language about
seating, lighting, vegetation, and amenities.

o Lindsey Hajduk voiced support for the plan and thought that the product reflected the
discussions had with the Advisory Group and the public.

o There was a question about unauthorized camps in the greenbelt and if this would prevent
the Plan from being successful.

= Members of the council explained that Fairview Lions Park was a recent success
story where park and playground improvements brought new positive activity to
the park.

o Chris Campbell made a motion to amend the amendment with the addition of language
stating that park lighting should prioritize safety without adding to light pollution.

= Motion was approved.

o SJKlein made a motion to amend the amendment to replace “weeping birch” with “birch”
as a preferred tree for a new vegetated buffer being developed in the park next to the
highway.

= Motion was approved.

o Pete Mjos, a member of Rogers Park Community Council, emphasized their council’s
involvement with the plan, and that they would be voting on a similar resolution in January.

o The Resolution 2025-16 in support of the Master Plan as amended was adopted
unanimously.



Fairview Community Council
Draft East Chester Park Master Plan
Comments

1. Request the Plan include language echoing the desire of Fairview residents to:

a.

g.

When relocating Chester Creek to the south that a few of the tall trees along the
existing creek alignment be retained for purposes of providing shade in an
increasingly hot world.

Consider adding language similar to creek relocation to the tributary North Fork
of the Chester Creek drainage which is currently confined to a ditch on the west
side of Sitka Street.

Adding language noting a preference of local residents for installation of Birch at
Woodside Park for their visual appeal and overall ambiance.

Adding language noting the desire of local residents for language emphasizing
the importance of adequate seating elements as there are a significant number
of senior citizens in the immediate area.

Emphasize the importance of ensuring the active areas include appropriately
scaled lighting sufficient to make users feel safe, while respecting people’s right
to avoid light.

Include language noting the importance of clean and safe public toilet facilities in
the areas of greatest use.

Add language noting the preference of local residents for consideration of
multiple small shelters in addition to or replacement of the single large shelter.

2. Request consideration of the following general comments:

d.

b.

Fairview residents find the climbing wall-oriented improvements very popular
with all ages of youth and support their inclusion in the Master Plan.

There is strong support for improvements to be considered in the larger context
of being multi-generational. This means including specific items of interest all
generations of Fairview residents. No generational segment should be ignored.



FAIRVIEW COMNUNITY COUNCIL
A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE PROFOSED MASTER PLAN FOR EASTCHESTER
PARK
RESOLUTION 2024-16

WHEREAS, Eastchester Park is an 80-acre dedicated municipal park made up of five parcels
between the Seward Highway and Lake Otis Parkway, and contains two play areas, open fields,
paved and soft-surface trails, and significant nalural resources; and

WHEREAS, in 2023 the Parks and Recreation ¢ epartment began a public process to create a
Master Plan for Eastchester Park that would identify and prioritize park investments over the
next 20 years; and

WHEREAS, the Master Plan was created with input from residents and park users through a
variety of outreach methods, including pop-up events in the park and at the Fairview Recreation
Center, an online survey, a Community Advison Group, and outreach to the Fairview, Airport
Heights, and Rogers Park Community Councils; and

WHEREAS, the Master Plan addresses current and future needs, balances public access with
environmental health, and sets a framework for sustainable development; and

WHEREAS, the Master Plan is guided by the piblic’s interest in year-round enjoyment of
Eastichester Park, creating new connections to surrounding parks and neighborhoods, and
building a place where people of all ages and abilities can gather, play, and celebrate; and

WHEREAS, the Master Plan concept, vetted arnd supported by the Community Advisory Group,
focuses on improving park infrastructure to support gatherings, community events, and
celebrating Alaska life; and

WHEREAS, the key recommendations include upgraded parking area off E 20™ Ave, improved
playgrounds and park amenities, management and maintenance of natural resources and
invasive species throughout the park, installation of vegetative buffers between the park and the
highway, additional park lighting, a new trail coinection connecting Chester Creek Trail north to
Sitka Street Park, pond viewing and erosion control at Hillstrand Pond, and the restoration of
Chester Creek where it was channelized in the area south of E 20" Ave and Juneau St
{commonly known as Woodside Park); and

WHEREAS, the Master Plan provides conceptial drawings, cost estimates, an implementation
and funding strategy, and an outfine of the mut i-agency partnerships needed to accomplish
recommendations in the Plan;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Fairview Community Council supports the
proposed Master Plan for Eastchester Park, with the incorporation of the attached list of
comments.



The Fairview Community Council having obtainad a quorum of 15 members id:ﬂ/ Approve
Disapprove this Resolution by a vote of Al _/_Ayes # Nayes and Abstentions this
ay of Jecemiity 19—, 2024.

W“ 19./19/9193?‘
JMomton, PresiW Date

Fairview Community Council




AIRPORT HEIGHTS COMMUNITY COUNCIL
RESOLUTION 2024-6

A RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT OF THE PROPOSED MASTER PLAN FOR
EASTCHESTER PARK

WHEREAS, Eastchester Park is an 80-acre dedicated municipal park made up of five parcels
between the Seward Highway and Lake Otis Parkway, and contains two play areas, open fields,
paved and soft-surface trails, and significant natural resources;

WHEREAS, in 2023 the Parks and Recreation department began a public process to create a
Master Plan for Eastchester Park that would identify and prioritize park investments over the
next 20 years;

WHEREAS, the Master Plan was created with input from residents and park users through a
variety of outreach methods, including pop-up events in the park and at the Fairview Recreation
Center, an online survey, a Community Advisory Group, and outreach to the Fairview, Airport
Heights, and Rogers Park Community Councils;

WHEREAS, the Master Plan addresses current and future needs, balances public access with
environmental health, and sets a framework for sustainable development;

WHEREAS, the Master Plan is guided by the public’s interest in year-round enjoyment of
Eastchester Park, creating new connections to surrounding parks and neighborhoods, and
building a place where people of all ages and abilities can gather, play, and celebrate;

WHEREAS, the Master Plan concept, vetted and supported by the Community Advisory Group,
focuses on improving park infrastructure to support gatherings, community events, and
celebrating Alaska life;

WHEREAS, the key recommendations include upgraded parking area off E 20th Ave, improved
playgrounds and park amenities, management and maintenance of natural resources and invasive
species throughout the park, installation of vegetative buffers between the park and the highway,
additional park lighting, a new trail connection connecting Chester Creek Trail north to Sitka
Street Park, pond viewing and erosion control at Hillstrand Pond, and the restoration of Chester
Creek where it was channelized in the area south of E 20th Ave and Juneau St (commonly known

as Woodside Park); and

WHEREAS, the Master Plan provides conceptual drawings, cost estimates, an implementation
and funding strategy, and an outline of the multi-agency partnerships needed to accomplish
recommendations in the Plan;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the Airport Heights Community Council



supports the proposed Master Plan for Eastchester Park.

THIS RESOLUTION WAS APPROVED by the Airport Heights Community Council on
December 19, 2024 by a vote of: FOR_15_, AGAINST 0 _, ABSTAIN 0 .

N o~

Chelsea Ward-Waller *
President
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ROGERS PARK COMMUNITY COUNCIL
A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE PROPOSED MASTER PLAN FOR EASTCHESTER
PARK
RESOLUTION 2025-01

WHEREAS, Eastchester Park is an 80-acre dedicated municipal park made up of five parcels
between the Seward Highway and Lake Otis Parkway, and contains two play areas, open fields,
paved and soft-surface trails, and significant natural resources; and

WHEREAS, in 2023 the Parks and Recreation department began a public process to create a
Master Plan for Eastchester Park that would identify and prioritize park investments over the
next 20 years; and

WHEREAS, the Master Plan was created with input from residents and park users through a
variety of outreach methods, including pop-up events in the park and at the Fairview Recreation
Center, an online survey, a Community Advisory Group, and outreach to the Fairview, Airport
Heights, and Rogers Park Community Councils; and

WHEREAS, the Master Plan addresses current and future needs, balances public access with
environmental health, and sets a framework for sustainable development; and

WHEREAS, the Master Plan is guided by the public’s interest in year-round enjoyment of
Eastchester Park, creating new connections to surrounding parks and neighborhoods, and
building a place where people of all ages and abilities can gather, play, and celebrate; and

WHEREAS, the Master Plan concept, vetted and supported by the Community Advisory Group,
focuses on improving park infrastructure to support gatherings, community events, and
celebrating Alaska life; and

WHEREAS, the key recommendations include upgraded parking area off E 20t Ave, improved
playgrounds and park amenities, management and maintenance of natural resources and
invasive species throughout the park, installation of vegetative buffers between the park and the
highway, additional park lighting, a new trail connection connecting Chester Creek Trail north to
Sitka Street Park, pond viewing and erosion control at Hillstrand Pond, and the restoration of
Chester Creek where it was channelized in the area south of E 20t Ave and Juneau St
(commonly known as Woodside Park); and

WHEREAS when relocating Chester Creek to the south, consider replacing or retaining the
surrounding trees to open up sightlines, create continuous park space, provide shaded areas,
and maintain vegetative screening from the highway; and

WHEREAS, clean and safe restrooms must be incorporated in the Plan; and

WHEREAS, the Master Plan provides conceptual drawings, cost estimates, an implementation
and funding strategy, and an outline of the multi-agency partnerships needed to accomplish
recommendations in the Plan;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the Rogers Park Community Council supports
the proposed Master Plan for Eastchester Park.
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THIS RESOLUTION WAS APPROVED by the Rogers Park Community Council by a vote of:
Ayes 22 ,Nays__ O , Abstentions 1 .

Attested this __13__ day of January , 2025

Scott McMurren, President

Rogers Park Community Council



Municipality of Anchorage, Alaska ﬁ @
Parks & Recreation Commission ﬁ“

632 W. 6th Avenue, Suite 630
P.O. Box 196650 & &
Anchorage, AK 99519
Tel 907-343-4355
URL www.muni.org/departments/parks

MUNICIPALITY OF
ANCHORAGE

PRC RESOLUTION NO. 2025-01
Eastchester Park Master Plan

WHEREAS, the Anchorage Parks and Recreation Commission serves in an advisory
capacity to both the Mayor and the Assembly; and

WHEREAS, the Anchorage Parks and Recreation Commission has the responsibility
and duty to provide for the long-term vision of our park system by ensuring that a
balance of parks, natural resources, and recreation facilities provides for the health,
welfare, and safety of all residents of the Anchorage Bowl; and

WHEREAS, Eastchester Park is an 80-acre dedicated municipal park made up of five
parcels between the Seward Highway and Lake Otis Parkway, and contains two play
areas, open fields, paved and soft-surface trails, and significant natural resources; and

WHEREAS, in 2023 the Parks and Recreation department began a public process to
create a Master Plan for Eastchester Park that would identify and prioritize park
investments over the next 20 years; and

WHEREAS, the Master Plan was created with input from residents and park users
through a variety of outreach methods, including pop-up events in the park and at the
Fairview Recreation Center, an online survey, a Community Advisory Group, and
outreach to the Fairview, Airport Heights, and Rogers Park Community Councils; and

WHEREAS, the Master Plan addresses current and future needs, balances public
access with environmental health, and sets a framework for sustainable development;

and

WHEREAS, the Master Plan is guided by the public’s interest in year-round enjoyment
of Eastchester Park, creating new connections to surrounding parks and
neighborhoods, and building a place where people of all ages and abilities can gather,
play, and celebrate; and

WHEREAS, the key recommendations include upgraded parking area off E 20"
Avenue, improved playgrounds and park amenities, management and maintenance of
natural resources and invasive species throughout the park, installation of vegetative
buffers between the park and the highway, additional park lighting, a new trail
connection connecting Chester Creek Trail north to Sitka Street Park, pond viewing
and erosion control at Hillstrand Pond, and the restoration of Chester Creek where it
was channelized in the area south of E 20t Avenue and Juneau Street (commonly
known as Woodside Park); and

BADBKE 5 DEADEAT ki 7 B R B
PARKS & RECREA | MIS S

Municipality of Anchorage, Alaska



PRC RES 2024-06 :
August 2, 2024
Page 2 of 2

WHEREAS, the Master Plan provides conceptual drawings, cost estimates, an
implementation and funding strategy, and an outline of the multi-agency partnerships
needed to accomplish recommendations in the Plan; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED that the Anchorage Parks and Recreation Commission supports the
proposed Master Plan for Eastchester Park and recommends its approval by the

——Plarming and Zoning Commission.

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Anchorage Parks a ecreation Commission this
9th day of January, 2025.

-

Chalr
Parks and Recreation Commission

Director
Parks & Recreation Department
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