IS IT REALLY DARK ALL THE TIME?

No, and the sun does not shine 24 hours a day either.  Anchorage has the same hours of daylight as anywhere else in the country; it’s just distributed a little differently.

	Solstice
	Sunrise
	Sunset
	Hours of daylight 

	June
	4:21 a.m. 
	11:42 p.m. 
	19:21

	December 
	10:14 a.m. 
	3:42 p.m.
	5:28


The hours of daylight from the summer solstice to the winter solstice slowly decrease and then after the winter solstice the daylight slowly increases again until the summer solstice.  So it never gets dark in Anchorage all the time and the sun does not shine all the time either.
Average Hours of Daylight by Month


http://nces.ed.gov/nceskids/createagraph/index.asp?ID=76d9954906084458b7f4c84c14f9bd41
The information in this brochure was complied by the Anchorage Police Department by using outside sources for information.  The reader should not take the information as fact and should verify the validity of the information independently.

Anchorage Police Department
4501 Elmore Road
Anchorage, Alaska 99507
Phone 1-(866)-786-2436
APDrecruiting@ci.anchorage.ak.us

WHAT IS THE WEATHER LIKE IN ANCHORAGE?
A Summary on climate and hours of daylight
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does it really snow year round?
The climate of Southcentral Alaska, the region encompassing Anchorage, Seward, Homer, Prince William Sound and Wrangell-St. Elias, is mild, at least by Alaska standards. The temperatures are moderated by the Gulf of Alaska, and the truly cold winds of the north are often blocked by the Alaska and Talkeetna mountain ranges.
The different seasons that we enjoy provide such a variety of activities that it is almost like being in a different State with each change of the seasons.

The long summer days provide numerous hours to enjoy hiking, fishing, camping, family fun at any of the cities 235 parks or 113 sports fields, 48 tennis courts, 5 golf courses, or bike the 132 miles of trails.  The fall brings unmatched fishing and hunting opportunities.  As the snow flies in the winter it brings with it a whole new set of opportunities; snow mobiling, cross country skiing any of the 140 miles of trails, downhill skiing at any of the 3 ski areas, ice climbing, watching the northern lights, or taking advantage of the 11 outdoor skating area or the 6 indoors rinks.  As the daylight increases in spring so do the temperatures bringing the budding trees and flowers.
	
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec

	Max
temp
	21
	25
	33
	43
	55
	62
	65
	63
	55
	40
	28
	22

	Min
temp
	8
	11
	17
	28
	39
	47
	51
	49
	41
	28
	16
	10

	Prec
	0.7
	0.8
	0.6
	0.5
	0.7
	1.0
	1.9
	2.7
	2.6
	1.9
	1.1
	1.1

	Snow-
fall
	9.6
	12
	9.2
	4.9
	0.2
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.3
	8.0
	11.
	15

	Snow
depth
	10
	11
	9
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	4
	8


The high and low temperature extremes that you will hear about are not from the Anchorage area.  Those are usually reported from some of the more remote locations around Alaska such as; Prudhoe Bay, the Aleutian Islands, or the interior of Alaska.
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	Month
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	Avg. High
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	Avg. Low
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	Mean
	[image: image19.png]



	Avg. Precip.
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	Records 

High/Low
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	Jan
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	21°F
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	7°F
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	14°F
	[image: image25.png]



	0.70 in.
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	49°F/-39°F
	[image: image27.png]




	Feb
	[image: image28.png]



	25°F
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	9°F
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	17°F
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	0.76 in.
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	51°F /-28°F
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	Mar
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	33°F
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	16°F
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	25°F
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	0.60 in.
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	56°F/-23°F 
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	Apr
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	44°F
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	29°F
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	36°F
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	0.42 in.
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	65°F /-3°F
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	May
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	55°F
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	39°F
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	47°F
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	0.60 in.
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	77°F /17°F
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	Jun
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	62°F
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	48°F
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	55°F
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	1.05 in.
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	86°F /34°F
	[image: image57.png]




	Jul
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	65°F
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	52°F
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	59°F
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	1.80 in.
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	86°F /40°F
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	Aug
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	64°F
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	50°F
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	57°F
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	2.59 in.
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	82°F /32°F
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	Sep
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	55°F
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	42°F
	[image: image72.png]



	48°F
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	2.70 in.
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	74°F /-3°F
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	Oct
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	39°F
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	28°F
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	33°F
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	1.96 in.
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	63°F /-11°F
	[image: image81.png]




	Nov
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	27°F
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	14°F
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	20°F
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	1.01 in.
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	55°F /-23°F
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	Dec
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	22°F
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	10°F
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	16°F
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	1.10 in.
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	53°F /-34°F
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