






Island Narrowings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Island narrowings are raised islands located along the centerline of a street that narrow the street at that 
location.  They are also called midblock mediates, median slow points, and median chokers.   Placed at the 
entrance to a neighborhood, often with textured paving on either side, they are called gateways.  They 
may be nicely landscaped to provide visual amenity and neighborhood identification as well as modest 
speed reduction.  Pedestrians can also be accommodated at trail crossings. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When center islands are placed at pedestrian crossings, ADA requires that they have pass-throughs that 
are traversable by the disabled. 
 




